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1S BVO DEAD? / 47 

“tt went from this sort of shy, bookish, 
sweater-vest kind-of-guy to this girls- 
jeans-and-make-up sort of thing,” — 
Bryan Kulba, local artist and music 
producer 


VALENTINE’S STYLE 14 


MINISTRY OF TRUTH / 5 

“Deals were made all the time. {t was 
now okay to take ‘exclusive’ information 
from gévernment, and the deal was thar 
the reporter didn’t go to the opposition jo, 
comment.” —Andy Marshall, former C3/ 
gary Herald reporter 
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CHANGE THE WORLD FOR 10 BUCKS / 49 
“Let's get around helpless paralysis or 
conservative response by starting with 
small accessible things that communicate 
intent, and let's build on those success 
es.” —Paul Edney, We Are What We Do 
project director, man on a mission 
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ROMI MAYES / 49 
“K couple years back, the name | was | 
making for myself was attached to the 
word whiskey. Everything was whiskey 
whiskey, whiskey, so everyone brought a 
whiskey to the stage.” —Romi Mayes 
Winnipeg musician 
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opportunity 
to save lives. - 
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Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm-7 pm 

Saturda 

9am - 2pm 


Professional ACTING Program (3 years) Audition Dates: 
Ottawa (April 25) 
Professional PRODUCTION Program (2 years) Toronto (May 1) 
Edmonton (May 4) 
Application deadline is March 30, 2007 Vancouver (April 24 — May 4) 


For application & information: 
Studio 58, Langara College 100W 49" Ave, Vancouver, BC V5Y 226 
TEL (604)323.5652 « FAX (604)323.5579 » EMAIL: studioS8@langara.bc.ca 
www.langara.bc.ca/studio58 


Call 1888 2 DONATE Pssssssst... On February 16th come | 
bloodservicesea The Black Dog for senior’s night | bo 
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Lower my tuition! 
Ever so slightly! 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
ast Wed, Feb 7, post-secondary students on campuses across Canada 
ditched class to participate in a “Day of Action” against what the event's 
organizers—the Canadian Federation of Students, an association of stu- 
dent government groups—called “skyrocketing tuition fees and student debt.” 
According to the website set up to promote the event, reducetuitionfees.ca, 
the CFS wants to see federal and provincial governments commit to freezing 
and eventually lowering tuition, as well as a move to a student financial aid 
system “founded on grants (not loans).” 

The “Day of Action” comes on the heels of last week's revelation that, after 
three years of no increases under a government-mandated freeze, tuition at 
the U of A and most other post-secondary institutions in the province will be 
going up by 3.3 per cent starting in September of 2007. For most undergrads at 
the U of A, that will mean an increase of around $150 a year for a total of 
$4 687 for a full course load. 

As a student (I’m currently victory lapping my way through year five of a 
BA), I fully agree that post-secondary education in this country is too expen- 
sive and the system in place to mitigate the expense—loans, bursaries, and the 
like—is grossly inadequate. But ... 

At some level, I can’t help but feel as if all of this foot stamping and teeth 
gnashing about rising tuition isn’t just a little bit selfish in nature. Words like 
“accessibility” get tossed around a lot during tuition debates, but it's hard to see 
how $150 is going to make that much of a difference to a low-income student. 

I can already feel the nasty emails coming. Yes, | am a middle-class white 
kid, and probably shouldn’t be speaking for the “starving student" demograph- 
ic, but that’s kind of my point: there are no more starving students—for a low- 
income family, the difference between $4 500 and $4 650 is immaterial. 
Education stopped being truly within reach for the lower classes sometime in 
the ‘90s, and if the CFS and its members genuinely wanted to make university 
more “accessible,” they'd find a better way to do it than by trying so hard to 
get a slightly sweeter deal for all the kids who already have access. w 


Issue No 590 / February 8 - February 14, 2007 / Available at over 1,400 locations 


WUEWEEKLY 


10303 - 108 Street, Edmonton, AB T5J 1L7 
T: 780.426.1996 / F: 780.426.2889 / E: office@vueweekly.com / W: www.vueweekly.com 


EDITOR AND PUBLISHER RON GARTH / ron@vueweekly.com Vue Weekly is available 
. free of charge at well 
MANAGING EDITOR CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com over 1,400 locations 
NEWS EDITOR ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com a Eamon 
€ are TUNGEO Solely 
music EDTOR EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com through the support of 
ASSOCIATE MuSIC EDITOR BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com on Saver ass: uD 
bist €orroR CHRISTOPHER THRALL /cvstopher@vueweeklycom 733764 Alberta Ltd. and 
SNOW ZONE EDITOR JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweeldy.com Le ext ehey every 
PRODUCTION MANAGER LYLE BELL / lyle@vueweekdy.com aig 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT MICHAEL SIEK / mike@vueweekly.com fe HT ely 
ee oF Charge through- 
vavouT SEAN RIVALIN / sean@vueweekly.com out Greater Edmonton 
usTINGS GLENYS SWITZER / glenys@vueweekly.com and Northern Alberta, 
limited to one iy per 
5 reader. Vue Weekly 
LOCAL ADVERTISING 426.1996 / advertising@vueweeldy.com ey ff ny aay 
ASS "i i y Vue Weeklys 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 426.1996 / classifieds @vueweekly.com authorized independent 
NATIONAL ADVERTISING DPS MEDIA / 416.413.9291 Send ae and 
SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER ROB LIGHTFOOT / rob@vuewoekdy.com ane Oita wane 
AD emon / pisTRIBUTION MIKE GARTH / michael@vueweeky.com ten permission of Vue 
ADMINISTRATION:/ PROMOTIONS, JASMINE POLITESKI / jasmine @vueweekdy.com ee ceat peat rat 
Weekly issue, 
COVER ILLUSTRATION RENEE PASCAL / pascal @vueweekly.com Canada Post Publica- 
CONTRIBUTORS Theresa Agnew, David Berry, Josef Braun, Rob Breszmy, tions Mail Agreement 


Dave Buchanan, Colin Cathrea, Sarah Chan, Bartara Chung, Stewart Duncan, Gwynne Dyer, Luke 
Foster Brian Gixson, Hart Golbeck, Whitey Houston, Connie Howard, Bla Jameson. Joel Kelly Sherry 


No. 40022989 


If undeliverable, retum to: 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 

Iberta doesn't have too much 
A: common with tiny tropical 

island nations like Vanuatu 
and Costa Rica, but the province is 
apparently taking a look at getting 
involved in an economic enterprise 
that these small countries have 
found quite lucrative as of late. 

According to a report by Edmon- 
ton’s Global Television that aired on 
Tue, Jan 6, the Alberta Liquor and 
Gaming Commission is currently 
conducting research into the idea of 
setting up provincially-run online 
gambling sites, and has even com- 
missioned two surveys to gauge the 
public’s interest in the idea. 

“tt is identified as a gaming activi- 
ty that we could consider for the 
future,” ALGC spokesperson Marilyn 
Carlyle-Helms said. “What we're 
doing is player research—we’re 
moving slow and steady on internet 
gaming.” 

These comments might sound 
more than a little non-committal 
and vague, but the opposition was 
quick to condemn the very concept 
of the Government of Alberta run- 
ning internet gambling sites. 

“Nobody's been able to control it, 
or regulate it, or even follow it 
properly,” Liberal MLA Laurie 
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Blakeman told the Canadian Press, 
calling the notion of ALGC- 
approved online gaming “one of 
[the Tories’) dumber ideas.” 

The ALGC, meanwhile, has 
responded to the negative press the 
concept has generated by saying 
that the media has made too much 
of Carlyle-Helms’s comments, and 
that the province has actually been 
looking at the phenomenon of 
online gambling for more than five 
years, noting that, technically speak- 
ing, internet gambling is not legal in 
Alberta because the province is not 
yet involved in its regulation. 

Even without an internet pres- 
ence, the Alberta government col- 
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year in revenues from the gaming | 
industry, with VLTs, bingo and cas 
nos providing the bulk of the cash. ¥ 


lects approximately $1.3 billion ° | 


| 
In our Feb 1 issue, we mistakenly reported the venue for Edmonton Opera's Barbe I 
of Seville to be the Winspear Centre when the event actually took place at the} 
Jubilee. We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused, | 


And in our Jan 25 issue, we misspelled the names of some of the Dance Motif pe" | 
formers. Our apologies to Lindsey Eales, Roxanne Ulanicki and Kimberley Dary. 


ly.com 
rs had an “only 
moment last 
jen two of Alberta’s 
political columnists 

fier Ed Stelmach as 


Sat, Jan 27, Calgary Herald 
1 Tom Olsen and Edmonton 
columnist Paul Stanway wrote 
eon the week's events at the 
= | 
‘on Tue, Jan 30, the Premier 
the two men the most power- 
mmunications jobs in the 
. Olsen is now the director of 
media relations; Stanway was given 
the more senior “director of commu- 
nications” position. 

The now-former journalists’ 
appointments captured only small 
mentions in the mainstream papers. 
But at the Legislature, tongues tsk-ed 
and single-raised eyebrows danced 
above incredulous facial expressions 
all week long. 

Edmonton Journal columnist Gra- 
ham Thomson—one of two provincial 
affairs pundits left standing after the 
Premier's recruitment drive—worried 
that the public would see Alberta’s 
ink-stained wretches as a “farm team” 
for the Public Affairs Bureau, the Gov- 
ernment of Alberta's ubiquitous “min- 
istry of truth.” 

The public should be more con- 
cerned than Thomson's halfhearted 
hand-wringing lets on. Rather than 
worry about whether the Premier’s 
Office is a nursing home for burned- 
Out journalists, we should be asking: 
just how long were these guys audi- 
tioning for their new jobs? 


TOM OLSEN AND PAUL STANWAY 
Were reporters. Stanway circulated 
through the Sun chain before set- 
tling in as Editor in Chief of the 
Edmonton Sun until 2001. Olsen also 
“did time at both Alberta Suns and at 
BC radio before taking an editing 
- with the Calgary Herald, heading 
€ Legislature Bureau for the Jour- 
‘hal and the Herald, finally graduating 
in 2003 to the Herald's senior colum- 
Position as “Calgary's eye on 
berta politics.” 

_ Both men covered Alberta politics 
ing the Klein years. But as govern- 
nts slashed budgets, newsrooms 

wnsized, leaving less time-and 

ces for in-depth reporting. 
In Alberta, newsroom tensions 


icotia Place. 2 - Sutte 303, 


= (MEDIA 


came to a head in late 1999, when the 
Calgary Herald staff voted to join a 
union, prompting a strike after the 
paper’s then-owner, Conrad Black, 
stonewalled negotiations. Reporter 
Tom Olsen sided with Black’s man- 
agement team and crossed the picket 
line; he was rewarded with the Legis- 
lature Bureau Chief position in 2001. 
During the Klein years, Journal and 
Herald Legislature coverage was dom- 
inated by “exclusive” leaks. The leaks 
were almost always government good 
news, or Officials floating trial bal- 
loons to gauge public reaction to a 
particular policy. 
These leaks, though, came with 
strings. Former Calgary Herald 


10060 Jasper Ave, Edmonton 


reporter Andy Marshall told Vue 
Weekly last year that the Klein years 
brought a more flexible interpretation 
of journalistic ethics. 

“Deals were made all the time,” 
said Marshall. “It was now okay to 
take ‘exclusive’ information from gov- 
ernment, and the deal was that the 
reporter didn’t go to the opposition for 
comment.” 


THE LAST SIX WEEKS of Tom Olsen's 


career as a reporter in 2003 saw him 
file 26 provincial and federal news 
stories and several columns. Nine of 
the provincial stories were leaks of 
government good-news announce- 
ments, ranging from water use and 
cracking down on johns cruising for 
prostitutes to health and education 
reforms. None contained opposition 
comment. Of the straight-ahead 


provincial news reporting, five stories 
contained opposition comment. Eight 
did not. 

Reporters are often not to blame 
when coverage comes off as superfi- 
cial or even biased. Editors chop and 
re-arrange stories, and assignment 
editors shape a newsrooms attitude 
toward what is considered newswor- 
thy and what is not. 

Above all, newspapers want exclu- 
sive content that sets them apart from 
the competition. Reporters who don't 
deliver that front-page content don’t 
advance. The pressures are under- 
standable. Kind, intelligent people get 
caught in the vice every day. 

Edmonton Sun editor-in-chief Paul 
Stanway ensured slightly more bal- 
anced coverage of the Klein years 
than Olsen. Columnist Neil Waugh 
held down the fort as the resident 
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JOKesperson? Journalist? Does it matter? 
hE REPORTERS JUMP SHIP TO THE “MINISTRY OF TRUTH,’ AKA THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS BUREAU 


conservative Ottawa hatin’ provincial 
affairs columnist. But opposition par- 
ties got a fairer shake, if only buried 
in the morass of stabbings, rob- 
beries, and half-naked ladies popu- 
lating the Sun. 

Waugh also got his share of good- 
news leaks and trial balloons. Under 
Stanway, the Sun spent almost no 
time or effort on investigative work 
In a 1990s newsroom, even editors 
who wanted to dig up dirt found 
themselves without the funds or staff 
to do so 

To this day, the Edmonton Sun is 
the only newspaper with a full-time, 
experienced reporter covering the 
Legislature, taking the beat more seri- 
ously—on a consistent basis—than 
the Edmonton Journal. As a result, the 
Sun now has space for exclusive, and 
sometimes investigative, coverage 

Premier Klein’s driver used to park 
his car at the back-door entrance to 
the Legislature, leading directly into 
the press gallery. Every moming, the 
passenger-side dashboard sported a 
slightly dog-eared copy of the Edmon- 
ton Sun 

Tom Olsen was promoted as the 
Calgary Herald columnist in 2003 
Similarly, Stanway took over the Sun’s 
Legislature opinion gig in 2004, after 
Neil Waugh became increasingly criti- 
cal of the Tories and was moved over 
to the Business section. 


A REPORTER IS PAID TO report the 


news, but a columnist's job is to 
report and reflect. The distinction is 
important. 

Both Olsen and Stanway were con- 
sidered conservative columnists 
Which is fine: they were paid to voice 
their opinions. But conservative 
shouldn't be synonymous with syco- 
phant. Maclean’s columnist Paul Wells 
and National Post scribe Andrew 
Coyne both cover Parliament as 
small-c conservatives, but neither 
man is any less dogged when it 
comes to information the public ought 
to have. 

It says something about Alberta 
politics that two of its four watchdogs 
were considered sufficiently suppli- 
cant as to merit appointment as top 
Tory spin-doctors. Olsen and Stanway 
should be replaced with columnists 
who aren't afraid to write, research 
and muckrake their way out of even 
being considered for a job peddling 
the Premier. v 
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think Potential 


Do you see the potential in every person? 
Consider a career working with people with 
developmental disabilities. 


The Disability Studies: Leadership and Community two-year 
diploma program at Grant MacEwan College prepares graduates 
for careers working with children and adults who require support in 
a variety of settings. Diploma graduates can apply directly to year 
three of the University of Calgary's Bachelor of Community 
Rehabilitation and Disability Studies degree program, now offered 
on-site at MacEwan's South Campus. 


Attend a FREE information session: 
Monday, February 12, 2007 - 5:30 pm 
MacEwan, South Campus, Room 104, 7319-29 Avenue 


Call (780) 497-5196 or visit 
www.MacEwan.ca/ds 


www.MacEwan.ca 


Volunteer Opportunities Available with the 


Canadian Liver Foundation Edmonton Chapter. 


You can help make a difference by volunteering at 
special events, as a Presentations Assistant or even in 
the office with general duties. It’s as easy as picking up 
your phone and calling Carmen at 780-444-1547. 


The Canadian Liver Foundation is committed 
to reducing the incidence and impact of all 
forms of liver disease. 


CANADIAN FONDATION 
LIVER CANADIENNE 
FOUNDATION DU FOIE 


For more information on liver health, please call 
1-780-444-1547 or visit www.liver.ca 
Please live responsibly. 
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Take Hwy 2 all the way to Sudan 


CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS / chrisp@vueweekly.com 
T he humanitarian crisis in the 

Darfur region of western 

Sudan continues to escalate, 
but the people of Darfur and one 
major aid organization there are both 
about to get a boost from one group 
of Edmonton students. 

David Johnson, head of Global 
Projects and Project HOPE at Grant 
MacEwan, is leading a “Walk for 
Darfur” this spring that will see 20 
students travelling by foot from Cal- 
gary to Edmonton, hoping to raise 
awareness about the increasingly 
dire situation. 

“We're approaching this three dif- 
ferent ways,” said Johnson. “We 
want to create a movement, with 
people getting involved and just cre- 
ating awareness, putting pressure on 
our government to step up and hold 
up to their responsibilities, maybe to 
put pressure on the UN to put some 
boots in. 

“And we've hooked up with 
Médecins Sans Frontiéres, Doctors 
Without Borders,” he continued. 
“They're one of the last aid organiza- 
tions working in Darfur, and they lost 
14 aid workers last year. We're donat- 
ing 100 per cent of our proceeds to 
them.” 

Most relief agencies have left the 
region due to the growing amount of 


¢ Surf the Net * Watch a Movie ¢ Wash The Car ¢ Bake 
Cookies * Take a Walk « Be a Couch Potato * Eat Pizza 


| How many of these things did YOU do this week? 


Change someone's world. Share these same activities and pe a few 
hours a week with a boy or girl in need of a friend and ro 


Big Brothers Big Sisters * 424-8181  bbbsedmonton.org , « 
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violence over the past year, which has 
seen humanitarian workers also 
become targets. Well over 200 000 
people have been killed in the west- 
em Sudanese region since Janjaweed 
militias seganietng rebel groups in 
Darfur and waging what many have 
explicitly called a genocide against 
the people there. Millions more have 
been displaced, and the crisis has 
begun to spill over the border into the 
neighbouring Central African Republic 
and Chad. 

Fellow organizer Brandie Mulligan 
says she's already had people offer to 
donate on her behalf. 

“1 don't know how anyone who 
knows what's going on there ... how it 
wouldn't strike a chord with them,” 
she said. While she's been doing 
marathon training and swimming in 
preparation for the walk, Mulligan 
doesn't boast about the distance. 

“A lot of these people whose vil- 
lages have been destroyed, they have 
to walk a lot farther than this,” she 
explained. “They don’t necessarily 
even have anywhere to walk to. Their 
homes are destroyed. What we're 


doing is small in comparison to what 


these people are actually experienc- 


le model. ; 
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ing, but | think that by Canadian stan 
dards, walking this distance is a big 
statement.” 


FOR THE SECOND YEAR in a row, suda 


was denied the leadership role in the 
African Union last month. In his open- 
ing address to the assembly, to; 
diplomat Alpha Oumar Konare con 
demned the government for suppor! 
ing the militias. Had Sudanese 
President Omar Al Bashir become 
chairman, a bizarre conflict of interes! 
would have seen a Sudan-led African 
Union, which has peacekeepers in the 
region, defending victims of genocide 
from soldiers using weapons and 
vehicles provided by Khartoum 

Parallels to the Rwandan genocide 
of 1994 are unavoidable to Johnson, a 
point brought home for him last year 
by meeting Joseph Sebarenzi, the 
exiled former head of the Rwandan 
Parliament. Johnson said listening 'o 
Sebarenzi talk about the horrors o! 
losing much of his family in the geno 
cide made him believe he needed to 
stand up this time around. 

“| never wanted to be around when 
something like that was happening 
you know?” he said. “We all have the 
power to do something where we live 
and we're so fortunate to be where 
we are. It's almiost like our respons! 
bility to do something.” v 
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Barbados, St Lucia, and Antigua. Price includes 
all taxes. 


INCLUDES Roundtrip airfare, transfers 
HONG KONG and 7 nights all-inclusive accommodation ALASKA rron S299 
INCLUDES 7 night Princess cruise. Sail from 
BANGKOK PUERTO Seattle and visit Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, 


= Victoria and Tracy's Arm. Price includes all taxes 
ron$229 COSTA RICA VALLARTA rrom $609 


INCLUDES Roundtrip airfare, transfers SOUTH PACIFIC rrom SEIDD 
ron $259 SYDNEY 


and 7 nights all-inclusive accommodation. UNCLUBES 10 day Princess cruise. Sail from 
Papeete Tahiti and visit Huahine, Rarotonga 
FROM $289 PUERTO PLATA Bon $799 Cook Islands, Raiatea and Bora Bora. Price 
INCLUDES Roundtrip airfare, transfers Bees axes. 
os * and 7 nights all-inclusive accommodation. 
| DISNEYLAND RESORT NOW OPEN 


KIDS FLY & STAY FREE $359 JAMAICA $839 
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accommodation. ADD Park Hopper Base Ticket and 7 nights all-inclusive accommodation. FLIGHT CENTRE 


from $146. 


LAS VEGAS om $489 MAYAN RIVIERA non $949 11108 82°* Ave NW, Edmonton 


Sa : INCLUDES Roundtrip airfare, transfers Mon - Fri 9:30-5:30 Sat 10-6 
INCLUDES Roundtrip airfare and 3 nights 3 x : ; . . 
accommodation at the Aladdin Resort & Casino. and 7 nights all-inclusive accommodation. 


7 > 
v.flightcentre.ca .sA FLIGHT CENTRE 1 866 720 4852 


ondions apply. Ex Edmonton. *Ex Calgary. All airfares are roundtrip unless otherwise stated. Air only prices are per person. Package and cruise prices are per person, based on double occupancy. Transportation related fees, taxes and GST ore excluded. Prices are subject to availability at advertising 
deadline ond are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication. For full terms & conditions, see tour operator brochure. } Bring us a competitors quote and if it Is available, we will beat it! Applies to genuine written quotes. Quote must be presented prior to purchase. 
Subject to availability. 
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Ghirac says\Why worry?about Iranian nuclear program 


DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@vveweekly.com 


For over two years all the big Western 
powers have insisted that Iran’s nuclear 
power program is secretly intended to 
produce nuclear weapons, and that the 
minute it gets them, it will launch them at 
Israel. But last Thursday, France's Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac said something very 
different. He said that Iran would never 
use them first. 

“| would say that what is dangerous 
about this situation is not the fact of [Iran] 
having a nuclear bomb,” Chirac said in 
reply to a journalist's question during an 
interview that was originally meant to be 
about climate change. “[Iran] having one 
[bomb], or perhaps a second bomb a little 
later, well, that's not very dangerous.” 

Shock! Horror! Chirac is bucking the 
party line, which is that Iran is run by a 
bunch of fanatical crazies who would 
immediately use their new nuclear 
weapons against Israel. Didn't Iran's own 
president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, say 
that Iran would wipe Israel from the map? 
(No, he didn’t, actually, but a little cre- 
ative license in the translation of his 
speech from Farsi can make it sound like 
he did.) 

“Where will [Iran] drop it, this bomb?” 
Chirac asked scornfully. “On Israel? [The 
missile] would not have gone two hundred 
metres into the air before Tehran would 
be razed to the ground.” He spoke as if 


a - 


deterrence would work even against Iran. 
As if the country were run by sane human 
beings who don’t want their children to be 
burned, crushed and vaporized by Israeli 
and American nuclear weapons. He's not 
supposed to talk like that in public. 
“Chirac gave us a moment of honesty,” 
said Alireza Nourizadeh, chief researcher 
at the London-based Centre for Arab-lran- 
ian Studies. “His comment was basically 
what | believe to be the position of 
Britain, the United States and much of 
the West: if Israel is attacked, there will 
be no hesitation to bring retaliation and 
destruction to Iran.” And that, Chirac con- 


cluded, meant that Iran would not use its 
nuclear weapons to attack Israel, should 
it ever acquire them. 

In Chirac’s view, the danger is not that 
lran would be irresponsible with its 
nuclear weapons, but that they would 
lead to a general proliferation of such 
weapons in the Middle East. “Why 
wouldn't Saudi Arabia do it?” he asked. 
“Why wouldn't it help Egypt to do it as 
well? That is the real danger.” But he’s 
not supposed to say that either. Those are 
the West's allies, the very countries that 
the United States is currently trying to 
mobilize as the leaders of an anti-Iranian 


alliance of Sunni Arab countries. 

Chirac was simply stating the truth as 
he (and many others) see it, but his com- 
ments completely undermined the joint 
Western position, so the following day he 
was forced to retract them. He still didn’t 
say that he was wrong, however, just that 
he had thought he was “off the record” 
when discussing Iran, as the interview 
was originally about climate change. 


FRANCE IS CLEARLY VERY worried by the 
drumbeat of anti-lranian propaganda in 
Washington, which sounds alarmingly 
similar to the campaign of misinformation 
waged by the Bush administration before 
it attacked Iraq. Last month Chirac was 
forced to cancel a planned visit to Tehran 
by the French foreign minister, Philippe 
Douste-Blazy, because his allies did not 
trust France to stick to the party line. 
They were doubtless right in their suspi- 
cions—but France is right, too. 

France is right to argue that Iranian 
nuclear weapons, if they existed, would 
be primarily defensive in nature and 
would not be used to attack Israel, 
because nuclear deterrence still works 
and Iranians do not want their country to 
commit suicide. It is also right to worry 
that an Iranian bomb would create pres- 
sures for further proliferation, as Arab 
countries that have lived under the threat 
of Israeli nuclear weapons for 40 years 
decide that living under the threat of lran- 
ian nuclear weapons as well, with no 
means of deterrence or retaliation, is sim- 
ply intolerable. 

France is utterly hypocritical in worry- 


ing about Middle Eastern countries ow; 
ing nuclear weapons when it has hay 
them itself for almost half a century, but 
that is equally true for all the other grea, 
powers. And it is jumping to conclusion: 
when it assumes that Iran's stated (ang 
quite legal) desire to enrich uranium io, 
nuclear power generation conceals , 
drive to get an actual nuclear weapon 2 
soon as possible. 

The truth may be that Iran is for the 
moment seeking only a “threshol4 
nuclear weapons capacity: a level 0; 
technological expertise from whict j; 
could, in an emergency, develop actual 
nuclear weapons in only six months or so 
Such a position is entirely legal, ang 
some 40 countries currently occupy it 

The truth may also be that the nuclear. 
armed neighbour Iran really worries about 
is not Israel but Pakistan, whose 1998 
nuclear tests scared Iranian strategists 
half to death. They don't worry about the 
intentions of Pakistan's current dictato, 
General Pervez Musharraf, but they know 
that it is a one-bullet regime and they 
worry a great deal about what kind o 
fanatics might succeed him in powe; 

So maybe Chirac’s gaffe was nc a 
accidental as it seemed. Maybe he want 
ed people to re-examine all the lies and 
half-truths we are told about Iren as 
Washington seems to be gearing up for 
another attack. And maybe we should. v 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles ar: 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in ue Weekly. 
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uticals are, of course, drugs: 


~ powerful chemicals designed to perform 


Very specific actions in the body. And 
though they don’t usually offer a cure, 
they do aggressively and sometimes 
effectively manage symptoms and dis- 
ease processes. 

Nutraceuticals aim to get to the root of 
the problem, and sometimes make outra- 
geous claims to cure everything under the 


" Sun in an instant, which usually earns 


them a quick dismissal by mainstream 
medical practitioners. 

The term nutraceutical also refers to 
foods whose levels of key preventative 
ingredients have been enhanced, foods 
like eggs that have been fed special fish- 
oil enriched feed to elevate omega-3 lev- 
els. Nutraceuticals are the tools of the 
trade for practitioners of orthomolecular 
and natural medicine. 


ORTHOMOLECULAR (“ORTHO” meaning 
correct) refers to the right molecule for 
the situation. Unlike pharmaceutical 
treatment, orthomolecular treatment uses 
only molecules normally present in the 
healthy body and in the same form, and is 
therefore less likely to cause side-effects 
or harm. 

Orthomolecular medicine is an 
approach based on the premise that most 
disease results from chemical imbalance, 
and on the belief that it can be prevented, 
treated and often cured by achieving opti- 
mal levels of essential nutrients. Ortho- 
molecular medicine isn’t snake oil, nor is 
it prescribed by quacks. Like pharmaceuti- 
cal medicine, it is medicine based on sci- 
ence, on biology and chemistry and 


take really déperidls’on where you've aiming 


Clinical research, but it has different 
foots, and a different philosophy—cor- 
fecting or rebalancing as opposed to 
symptom management. 

Despite that, orthomolecular medicine 
femains controversial and exists largely 
outside of mainstream medicine, and is 
hungry for research funding (which, of 
course, has nothing to do with the influ- 
ence of Big Pharma). 

The concept of orthomolecular medicine 
is not new at all. Hippocrates—who, in 
400 BC, said “Let your food be your medi- 
cine and medicine be your food”—has 


been given new credibility in recent years, 
which is a good and logical response to 
our growing scientific understanding of the 
link between our diets, environment and 
disease (and given the rapidly rising and 
unsustainable cost of our pharmaceutically 
based health care system). 

The difference between nutraceuticals 
used in orthomolecular or alternative 
medicine and pharmaceuticals is the dif- 
ference between gentle custom-tailored 
healing agents and sometimes-necessary 
powerful (and riskier) interventions. It's 
the difference between trying to get at 


the root of illness and managing symp- 
toms. It's the difference between the best 
prevention (and sometimes the best cure) 
money can buy and a godsend when 
alternatives aren't an option. 

As averse as | can be at times to phar- 
maceuticals, they can be the difference 
between life and death. (I'm not, contrary 
to what some may think, stupid, arrogant 
or careless.) But to think pharmaceuticals 
are the only “real” medicines available to 
us, or that medical doctors (as opposed to 
Naturopathic ones) are the only “real” 
doctors available, is naive. Naturopathic 
doctors receive medical training that par- 
allels that of medical doctors but includes 
Naturopathic disciplines. It is more, not 
less, comprehensive. 

“You have to be so careful with alterna- 
tive medicine,” | used to hear all the time 
from my friends, before they gave up. But | 
Say you have to be infinitely more careful 
taking pharmaceuticals, and you can’t 
afford not to take advantage of alternative 
medicine if you want to avoid (or have 
already had) a brush with serious illness. 

It's sad to see high cholesterol and Type 
I diabetes and cancer and obesity and 
almost everything once reserved for the 
old showing up in the young. And it’s pure 
Joy to see people like my late grandfather, 
who survived two wars and had the 
strength to ride his bike every day until 
about a week before his death (which is 
how | want to go when | do) and who 
maintained that drugs (by which he meant 
prescription drugs) were dangerous. 

“Stay away from them,” he’d say. 
“They'll kill you.” w 
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NY politician wants to 
stamp out ‘iPod oblivion’ 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
ew Yorkers may soon have to 
N keep their hands off their click 
wheels while navigating the 
city’s streets if a local Jawmaker gets 
his way. 

New York state senator Carl 
Krueger, a Democrat representing New 
York's 27th district in Brooklyn, blames 
a phenomenon he calls “iPod oblivion” 
for a number of accidents causing 
injuries and fatalities on New York's 
streets, including the recent death of a 
23-year-old New Yorker who walked 
into the path of a crosstown bus while 
listening to his iPod. 

“We're talking about people walking 
sort of tuned in and in the process of 
being tuned in, tuned out,” Kruger told 
New York radio station WCBS. “Tuned 
out to the world around them. They're 
walking into speeding cars. They're 
walking into buses. They're walking 
into one another, and it's creating a 
number of fatalities that have been 
documented right here in the city. 

“If you're so involved in your elec- 
tronic device that you can't see or 
hear a car coming,” he continued, 
“this is indicative of a larger problem 
that requires some sort of enforce- 
ment beyond the application of com- 
mon sense.” 

If the legislation passes, pedestri- 
ans found crossing the street while 
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listening to music or fiddling wit 
Blackberries or other electroni 
devices will face a $100 fine and will 
be treated as jaywalkers—which, a! 
least based on my experience in New 
York, means, well, nothing. v 
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ound the world describe the impacts of 
change: disappearing glaciers, melt- 

, threatened polar bears, freak storms, 
nnual temperatures and the like. 

e gl bal scientific community on climate 

i y even more united on the role that 
in ‘in atmospheric greenhouse gas emissions 
‘are having on the planet. On Feb 2, the Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate Change released its fourth 
ad United Nations. The report, authored by 

climate experts Spanning 40 countries 
(and reviewed by 2 500 more in 113 countries), 
demonstrates a global scientific consensus—we are 
ina human-induced crisis that requires immediate 
action to prevent catastrophic, and permanent 
a Dd cts. 
The impacts of climate change will not be lost on 
Alberta. Prairie rivers threaten to run dry in late sum- 
“mer months due to disappearing Rocky Mountain 
glaciers, massive fires are predicted for the boreal 
forest, and desert-like conditions are expected in 
southern Alberta as the effects of climate change 
exacerbate an expected period of natural drought. 

Unfortunately, the wave of concern has not yet 
fallen upon the stubborn ears of the Government of 
Alberta, who remain clearly stuck in a phase of 
denial. In Ottawa, an Environment Minister was 
canned because the public opposition to the Conser- 
vatives’ ill-prepared and rushed environment policy 
had hit an all time high. In Edmonton, the Alberta 
government is hoping it can slide its way through on 
a policy that is driven more by an industrial monop- 
oly on the local economy than it is by any semblance 
of climate science. 

Representing 39 per cent of Canada’s total indus- 
trial-based emissions, Alberta stands proud as the 
Single largest contributor to Canada’s growing green- 
house gases. In fact, six of Canada’s top 10 green- 
house gas polluters come from Alberta. The same 
boom that has united municipalities, environmental 
groups, First Nations and land owners in calls for a 
breather from the full speed ahead policy of the gov- 
emment is also fueling the governments laissez faire 
‘policy on climate change. 


THE ALBERTA GOVERNMENT favours an intensity- 

ed approach. The notion of intensity targets has 
fen a great strategy to fabricate any meaningful 
action on climate change: it is the kind of fact 
Smudging that allows the government to say it has a 
per cent reduction target for intensity-based 
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@conomic growth, or gross domestic product, thereby 
avoiding any meaningful reductions. 

In order to stabilize global atmospheric concentra- 
tions of greenhouse gases, long-term targets in the 
range of 60 to 80 per cent below 1990 levels will 
need to be achieved. But long- term targets alone 
will not be enough—if emissions are not also sub- 
stantially reduced in the short-term, future safe lev- 
els of stabilization may be out of reach. 

Governments around the world are starting to 
step up to the challenge and have realized that 
there's a new energy economy waiting—one that 
affords reductions in absolute emissions while con- 
currently building and strengthening economies. Ger- 
many had another record-breaking year for their 
levels of installed solar energy capacity. A quick 
comparison shows that both the cities of Calgary 
and Edmonton boast significantly more annual hours 
of sunlight (2 400 and 2 263 respectfully—Calgary i is 
actually the sunniest city in Canada) than any major 
city in Germany (Berlin averages 1 837, Munich 
1 680 and Frankfurt 1 643). Are we being left behind 
in this new energy economy? 

Alberta can afford to step up its efforts against 
climate change, and as one of the wealthiest yet 
most polluting provinces in the country it has a major 
role to play in our fight against climate change. 
Instead, our new provincial Minister of the Environ- 
ment seems to think that Alberta, as a newly emerg- 
ing global “superpower” in the oil and gas sector, 
can rid itself of its responsibilities and neglect the 
millions that will be left homeless, waterless and 
foodless as the impacts of climate change sweep 
the globe. 

The Alberta government is attempting to sidestep 
its responsibility to Albertans to ensure a sustain- 
able future and a healthy environment by claiming 
the province's economic situation is “unique.” By 
doing so, it is ignoring both the global impacts of cli- 
mate change while continuing to burden Alberta's 
communities with a pace of development they can- 
not keep up with. 

Albertans can show the world that they will not 
be Canada’s climate-change villain. Our cities have 
already signaled that they are ready for the chal- 
lenge, but they cannot go it alone. Just as Canadians 
need the federal government to lead in immediate 
action on climate change, we also need the Goverm- 
ment of Alberta. It's time that as Alberta residents 
we hold them to task. It's time to move beyond 
denial and on to acceptance and action. There is 
freedom in overcoming our own addiction to oil. w 


Lindsay Telfer is the Prairie Chapter Director for the 


Sierra Club of Canada. 
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/f you pretended that Vancouver didn't 
exist and ignored the standings, last 
week was OK for the Oilers. The team 
travelled to Vancouver last Thursday and 
lost 5-3. Then (bright spot for the week 
coming) the team beat Colorado 3-2 ina 
rare afternoon win on Saturday. But the 
Oilers returned home to lose 5-2 to Van- 
couver. At night and against Vancouver, 
last week stunk. But for one afternoon 
last week without the Canucks involved, 
a win was eamed. Any other good news? 
Edmonton only has one more game left 
against Vancouver. 


US VS THEM While the “Battle of Alberta” 
seems to be re-igniting lately, the more 
significant rivalry seems to be Edmonton 
vs Vancouver. This season, the Canuckle- 
heads have beaten the Oilers five times of 
seven. Last season, the Oilers beat Van- 
couver in six of eight games. Edmonton 
also squeaked into the playoffs by just 
edging the Canucks out last season. In the 
2003-04 season, a late-season loss to Van- 
couver was the game that ensured that the 
Oilers would miss the playoffs. In fact, 
when playoffs start, it is either us or them 
in the show. Since the 1983-84 season, 
both teams made the playoffs in the same 
year only five times and only-once (in 
2000-01) since 1991-92. DY 


MORE FUN WITH NUMBERS Okay then, 
here's the latest update on the Oilers’ 
statistical chances of making the play- 
offs. You may want to sit down. At their 
present rate, the Minnesota Wild will 
finish eighth with 92 points. For the Oil- 
ers to get to 93 points, they will have to 
earn 37 points in their last 28 games. 
That's the equivalent of winning slightly 
more than two out of every three games. 
Certainly not impossible for a team mak- 
ing a valid playoff push, as any kind of 
winning streak would change things 
drastically. But with the lack of consis- 
tency shown by the Oil lately, it may be 
too much to ask. TB 


IN DEFENCE OF ... JOFFREY LUPUL Lupu! 
is one of several “whipping boys du 
jour” as the Oilers continue evading a 
playoff spot. Criticisms of Lupul include 
his lack of production and soft play. But 
he is third on the team in goals with 13 
and fourth in shots on net. He has also 
been blasted for weak play along the 
boards and in the corners. In Lupes’s 
defence, he has looked bad in those situ- 
ations because he actually tries to win 
the puck along the boards and actually 
heads into the corner. He's trying to find 
new ways to contribute and seems to be 
improving. He's refused to stay in his 
comfort zone and stick to a safer game. 
He wants to improve. And that's the only 
way he will. DY 


JUST LIKE THE OILER POWERPLAY— 
NO OFFENCE | noticed Colorado goalie 
Peter Budaj had one of the more interest- 
ing decorations on the back of his goalie 
helmet during the Oilers/Avs game. Budaj 
has a picture of a shirtless and buff Ned 
Flanders holding the Slovakian flag. It 
seems that one of the Avs trainers said 
the goaltender reminded him of the Simp- 
sons’ bible-thumping character. For a 
devout Christian (a group not often found 
poking fun at themselves) Slovak (I don’t 
know any sweeping generalizations about 
Slovaks) goaltender (crazy loners) in the 
NHL (aside from Brendan Shanahan, not 
usually the funniest guys in the room) | 
think that's hilarious. Kudos to Budaj. And 
boo to me for relying on stereotypes. DY 


IN DEFENCE OF ... MARC-ANDRE BERG- 
ERON Bergeron is working hard. He still 
makes awful giveaways and probably 
always will. But he has a great shot, 
some speed and, despite what you read 
on the interweb blogs and hear on the 
radio, is not the reason the Oilers are 
doing poorly right now. He is also a better 
player than anything the Oilers could get 
in return if they tried to trade him. DY 


CITY OF UMMM ... If the Oilers fail to 
secure a post-season berth, this would be 
the first year that the Oilers and the Eski- 
mos both failed to make the playoffs 
since ... ever. Ouch-a. TB 
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Been having a pretty good time with 
Rogue Galaxy over the last week, eating 
up the hours of cold-recover immobili- 
ing a cube-office day job basi- 
cally means 40 hours a week in a plague 
ward—with Japanese tech-fantasy 
space-pirate role-playing adventure, 
which isn't as narrow a niche as you 
might think it is. I’m a little worried 
about what I’ve gotten myself into, 
though—the in-game guilt clock shows 
over 15 hours, and everything's still 
setup and prologue, mysterious gaps in 
the menus, party members still unmet. 
Well, that’s life in a Triple-A RPG; the 
nerds need their hundreds of hours of 
gameplay, and Rogue Galaxy delivers 
with more things to do—and more shit to 
collect—than you'd think a space pirate 
on a mission would have time for. Beyond 
the main linear quest, there's bounty 
hunting complete with an intragalactic 
leader board to climb and “Hunter Coins” 
to collect in order to obtain licenses for 
primo equipment. There's the Insectron 
Battle game, which could be a standalone 
game on its own, in which the player cap- 
tures, collects, raises, mates and trains 
space bugs for gladiatorial combat, Poke- 
morrstyle. 
Wait! We're not done yet: there's also 
the Factory you get to run, using blue- 
prints and raw materials you find around 


weapons and subweapons, combining 
and recombining them into newer. cooler 
forms. The only thing Missing that would 
have made the game for me is Spaceship 
customization—what kind of astro-pirate 
game doesn't indulge our need to rod our 
tide? The kind that doesn’t have space 
combat, | guess. 


THERE'S WHERE Rogue Galaxy kind of 
begins to lose me: with all those busy- 
box bells and whistles, the game itself 
is still a straight-ball, walk-down-the- 
hallway, linear trip through seen-it- 
before terrain and heard-it-before 
narrative. Not that | was expecting any 
more from it—| knew what | was get- 
ting, and | wanted it—but something 
changed in my heart when | realized 
that, behind the 3D prettiness (the pin- 
nacle of last-gen visuals; AG is the first 
verse of the ol’ PS2's swan song) was a 
game identical in form, flow and philos- 
ophy to all the tile-based 2D console 
JRPGs I'd played since Final Fantasy ... 
right down to the unlocked help-yourself 
chests in the one-room cabins of the 
one-thing-to-say villagers. 

Again, that's not really a bad thing; not 
every game has to be a genre-defying 
breakthrough. But as | went through the 
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back and forth down the same generic 
sci-fi hallway, fighting random battles 


and leveling up while waiting for the one 
item | needed to drop, | wandered into a 
mental fantasy of my own: since RPGers 
are fundamentally down with playing for- 
ever in the same 2D paradigm ... why 
aren't we being given new 2D games? 
Um ... aside from all the ones for GBA 
and DS, | mean. We'll get retro RPGs a- 
plenty on Virtual Console, yeah ... but why 
fot new titles? The (relatively) low devel- 
opment investment to get an old-school 
RPG out the door put its economics 
Squarely in the XBox Live Arcade range; 
Wouldn't it be great to have a quarterly 
$10 RPG drop on XBLA? 

Better yet, wouldn't it be great to have 
new (or “next-gen” as the saying goes) 
tools to make them ourselves? The old 
RPG Maker series for PlayStation and PS2 
were cool, but they dropped before every 
console was online-enabled. What | 
imagine is a similar tool—a too! more 
RPG-oriented and less daunting than 
Microsoft's XNA hobbyist development 


platform—that lets amateur RPG makers 
upload their work to an open marketplace 
for others to download and play. Even 
better would be if the toolkit supported a 
groupware model—| could hook up with 
a clan of likeminded makers and we'd 
collaborate online to build our weird 
vision. Add a YouTubish community sys- 
tem of ratings and comments... 

Sheer fantasy, | know. Too much 
infrastructure, too small a niche to 
make money from even if you vigorously 
nickel-and-dime it, too many opportuni- 
ties for “inappropriate content” to make 
its way to the poor little eyes of the 
fragile kiddies without expensive and 
purpose-defeating gatekeeping on the 
corporate side. 

Of course, all this already exists and 
thrives on the regular ol’ innertubes, run- 
ning on regular ol’ computers. Somehow, 
it's just not the same when | want weird 
indie SNES RPGs. | want them on my tel- 
evision, damnit! w 


What do you want to be doing when you're 60? 


Getting you rich slowly! 


We'll help you acheive your retirement dreams. 


* minimum $25,000 investriant or 8100/month contribution 


GLopaAL WeattTH Bunpers Lr. 


Tevestmanr Manacens @ Consviranrs 


10235 + 101 Street # Tel: (780) 480-2858 © Canada Toll Froe: (877) 488-2858 # ww. globalwealthbuilders.ca 
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evocative, sensual aromas. 


*Stock items only 


\donderry Mall 


les winter, the time of year we 
turn to our favourite hot, stick to the 
ribs comfort food. I’m going to give 
you a little 


“Spice Therapy” for the meat and 
potatoes of your relationship. 


Desire, communication, values, emo- 
tional intimacy is as hearty and filling 
as any home cooked meal. Years roll 
by and keeping a spirited, playful sex- 
ual relationship is the most potent 
inoculation against the inevitable 
stresses of life. Any act, no matter 
how pleasurable, can grow dull 
through repetition. The real secret to 
Spicing up a relationship is adding 
generous pinches of anticipation, 

} Suspense and surprise in ways that 

| ©xpress one’s evolving sexual style 
and unique personality. Here are 
some of the start-up ideas that work! 
| They will work for you, or inspire you 
to create dozens more! Kiss like you 
mean it, even when you only have a 
minute. Kiss like it was the first kiss. 
The Kiss that took on a life of its own 
and turned into something more As 


Set the perfect mood for yourValentine. And save! 


6a: inally... 


The perfect mood — 14% off from February | Oth to |4th!* 
With styles by Europe's top designers, a Lampe Berger lamp 
is a Valentine's gift to complement any décor — and more! 
These dead-sexy lamps kill up to 68% of all airborne bacteria 
and eliminate odours while infusing the home with 


137th Avenue & 66th Street 


Upper Northwest Level near Sport Chek Supercentre 
9:00pm Monday to Friday, 


saturday, 12:00pm 


10:00am 


9:30am - 5 30pm 


you're rushing off to work, grab him 
by the belt, pull him in and kiss him 
like your life depended on it. Grasp a 
tangle of hair and tug a little as you 
press your mouth hard against hers. 
Finish with soft, tender nibbles and 
murmur, "I love you.” 


Has foreplay become 
for-gotten-play? 


Reclaim all those fancy moves you 
used during courtship. Make the cele- 
bration of pleasure last for hours-add 
a blindfold to increase suspense: 
"what will happen next?” Tantilize 
with Taboo 


5:00pm Sunday 


Have an Intimate Attitudes 


Toy Party! Ask questions and dis- 
cuss the most mysterious looking 
items. Taste massage and love oils 
and lubricants. See the Toys! Fondle 
them; imagine yourselves trying them 
out -- then pull out your credit cards! 
Your relationship is worth it! We are 
entitled to a wonderful sexual 
response! Stepping outside your 
comfort zone generates the pungent 
sexual tension that turns subtle spice 
into jalapeno hot sauce! Remember, 
knowledge of your own and your 
partner's body is basic, but you can 
reach advanced levels. Great sexual 
technique can be even greater! We 
give our children toys for fun and 
imagination, playing is for everyone! 
Staying after school was never like 
this before! 

Yours for better Sensual Health, 
Faye Saunders \ntimate Attitudes. 


Oh You Sexy You! 


Get advice, tips and treats from the 
Diva herself! 


www.intimateattitudes.ca 
Re-define Sexy Re-discover Intimacy Re-Kindle Romance 


tof thegreatroomcompany 


472.7100 


Free e-zine!! 
Join my exclusive list of friends with 
no pop ups, no porn and No Spam! 
Sharing your info. is a Diva-Don’t! 
“Get Our Diva Dialogue” www. inti- 
mateattitudes.ca 


Let’s Talk About Sex! Get Paid 
to Party! Are You Right for Us? 
We have the happiest consultants as 
we place the highest value on teach- 
ing, sharing and paying the highest 
commissions! A full 40% ! 


Consultant Opportunities: 
www. intimateattitudes.ca 
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Bustier by ForPlay; panty by Leg Avenue; stockings by Music lag 
(Lightshade Corsets); black shoes by Pleas 


10536 124 st. edmonton 780496.9977 www.theCuttingRoomSalon.com 


Hot Male Chat. 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


WP Hyde Credit 
J Photos & Concepts 
FRANCIS TETRAULT 


Assistant & Location Scout 
RENE POIRIER 


jodels 


M 
BONNIE & DARREN 


Agency 
MODE MODELS 
Hair & Makeup 
JONN GLUWCHYNSKI 
(CUTTING ROOM) 
Clothing 
NIGHTSHADE CORSETS 
HENRY 


Location 
ih. COMMERCE PARKADE 
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2 Patties 
Enhance, Embrace, Cnlichton, ard Ennprcer the Dnbinete ten! 


Make extra money, great wages averaging about $60 per hour 
Work mostly in the evening and on weekends 

Have fun while working 

Discount on personal product 

Eam free product and free trips 

We pay for free gifts for quests and hostesses 


Bonnie: Bustier and petticoat by Nightshade Corsets; black shoes by Pleas 
Darren: Dress shirt and tie by Diesel; suit. pants and helt by D & G; boots by Hugo Boss (Henry) 


Everyone wants to come to an Entice Your Life Pleasure Party 
Informational and Educational 

Hands on, Pass the product around so you can use five senses 
Try it before you buy it 

Hostess receives free gifts, half price items, hostess 

specials and percentage of sales in free product for having a party 


i | 
Receive product max 10 days from it on! 
party date Confidential Ordering x 


Telephone: 403-873-5000 Toll Free: 1-866-433-8555 
~\ Email: info@enticeyouriife.com Website: www.enticeyourlife.com 
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Corset by Court Royal; garterbelt by Shirley; black petticoat and stockings by Leg 
Avenue (Lightshade Corsets); black shows by Pleas 
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Bonnie: Chinese dragon bustier and black erin 
- Dress shirt and tie by Diesel; suit, pants and belt by D & G; sneake 
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oline by Nightshade Corsets; red shoes by Pleas 
rs by Adidas (Henry) 


www.parkplacecommunities.com 


Start living your future sooner 
in your perfectly planned condo 


PARK PLACE COMMUNITIES is meeting Edmonton's high demand for new homes ina unique, responsible 
way: by creating attractive, well-built, affordable, four-storey condo buildings in popular neighbourhoods 
throughout the city. The moment you enter one of their show suites or sales centres you'll discover that 
they also have the friendliest, most helpful, well-informed staff in the business. A big part of the 
excitement for would-be homeowners is keeping up-to-date with new Park Place developments in order 
te pick the location they want and reserve their first choice. Don't miss out! 


South Terwillegar 
z fe oo 53 Avenue 7323 South Terwillegar Dr 
AMANDA MADILI. 915-4178 REBECCA EFFA 232-5295 
i Mon - Thurs 2-7 Mon - Thurs 2-7 
Weekends. 


/ Holidays 12-5 Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


South Hamptons 


O/ 


JOOVS 


Opening Minds Fichind Closed | 


HOST A PLEASURE PARTY. IT’S DISCREET, TITILLATING, MODERN FUN 
FOR EVERYONE, IN A PRIVATE AND PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT 


INTERESTED IN BECOMING A HOME PARTY CONSULTANT? 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Home Dleasure Darties 


SHOP ONLINE... 
WWW .HOMEPLEASUREPARTIES.COM 
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D & G; vest and hat by Diese Kt by Hugo: sneakers by Adidas (Henry) 


Bonnie: Chinese dragon bustier by Ni 
Darren: Dress shirt, blazer and pants by 
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you lose sale 
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Gene 6 


or 


50 - 70% off 


selected fall + winter merchandise 
February 8th - 18th 
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SPEED DATING. 
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urban scene! 
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SAGE / 24 


You can wine about your chocolate all you want 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 

had a surefire plan to woo my 
I lady’s heart. Chocolate and wine 

tastings at Chocolate Exquisite 
featured two of her favourite pleas- 
ures in one sensual evening: how 
could I go wrong? I booked my sister 
to babysit, made reservations and 
waited eagerly. 

It was dark already at 6:30 pm. 
When we entered the open, vaulted 
space on a chilly January night, I 
savoured the warmth of the tiny 
“shoppe,” which was echoed in 
Donna Yurkiwsky’s smile. Warm dusty 
rose graced the walls, which were 
dotted with oil paintings from the 
owner's Ukrainian heritage. 

I barely glanced at the summer- 
friendly gelato cooler on my way in, 
since the real draw was tray after tray 
of exquisitely-formed chocolates 
behind a sweeping Plexiglas display 
case. The mouthwatering vista of 
dark, milk and white chocolates drove 
all other thoughts from my mind. I 
didn’t even hear Dennis Yurkiwsky’s 
greeting 

The owner is a dignified-looking 
man in a pullover smudged with 
chocolate, badges of honour from his 
craft. He proved to be a fire hose of 
wisdom about the chocolatier’s art. 

| asked about the evening's event, a 
monthly chocolate and wine tasting 
for members of Chocolate Exquisite’s 
Tasting Club. For $35 per person, a 
dazzling array of 15 single-origin 
chocolates would be sampled with a 
selection of dessert wines. 

Single-origin chocolate is crafted 
from the select beans of a single 
growing area, guaranteeing a quality 
not to be found on the bulk commodi- 


Bets) MON FAL OAM 6 PM: SAT NOON - 6; 
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Ses CHOCOLATE EXQUISITE 
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ty markets frequented by the big com- 
panies. Yurkiwsky’s suppliers include 
the tiny island of Sao Thome off the 
coast of Africa and a Venezuelan val- 
ley east of Caracas. The result is a 
panorama of chocolate bars, each the 
size of a matchbook, wrapped in a 
brilliant range of coloured foil. | 
couldn't wait for the tasting to begin. 

We each grabbed a cup of fresh 
coffee ($1.60) and took a moment to 
admire the moulded chocolate char- 
acters in a separate display case. | 
was particularly impressed by the 
entire Nativity scene. Yurkiwsky 
insisted that everything he painted so 
delicately in varied colours of choco- 
late was intended to be eaten. 


| SAT DOWN a tittle impatiently as our 
co-tasters began to arrive. The group 
swelled to 17 as Donna and Dennis 
set up another table. She started plac- 
ing bottles of water and wine glasses 
in front of each guest, and Dennis 
took his place at the front of the 
group. Donna poured a generous 
ounce or two of Noval tawny port into 
each glass and placed a rectangle of 
blue-wrapped chocolate in front of 
each of us. The crowd sat in electric 
silence as the chocolatier began our 
introduction to his beloved craft. 
Prepared to sample 15 morsels over 
the course of the evening, my bride 
and I decided to snap each of my 
pieces in half and save hers in the 


_ 


@ 
C Agi T Wem A 
ITALIANA 


Great Utalian Dining since 1991 


8715-109 ST. 439-8466 


. fiorecantina.com 


convenient bag provided. | instantly 
regretted the decision as I tried my 
first bite of Java. 

Following Yurkiwsky’s instructions, 
I bit off a piece of the pale milk choco- 
late and let it melt in my mouth. I 
inhaled slowly through my nose, 
allowing the rich caramel tones to suf 
fuse my sinuses. I cleared my palate 
with a taste of the thick, luscious port 


and returned for another bite. 

I sipped again at the red liquid after 
I finished my half and watched Donna 
hand around the green-wrapped 
Papousie. Dennis was describing how 
chocolate has to be 30 per cent cocoa 
mass, including the powdered beans 
and cocoa butter. The rest is com- 
posed of sugar and skim milk powder, 
with traces of emulsifier and vanilla 


Aa... Art Institute of Vancouver 
Dubrulle Culinary Arts 


www.aivde. aiieda 


_ Professional Wine 
Education for all Levels, 


Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET) 


A 
WSET is widely reffered to as the "Gold Standard in global wine education 


Level 1 starts in Edmonton 


February 17 | 18 


Location: Fine Wines by Liquor Select 


for taste. Dark chocolate contain 

more cocoa mass while white choc: 

late eliminates beans in favour «, 
pure cocoa butter. 

I started noticing the percentag, 
listed on each label, a thumbna 
guide to the darkness of each giver, 
morsel. The milk chocolate Java sta; 
ed at 33 per cent and the slighi| 
heavier flavour of the Papousie boast 
ed 37 per cent cocoa mass. Yurkiwsk, 
believes that a tasting should move 
up in intensity, so the darkest piece 
would come later, ending up with the 
99 per cent pure Noir Infini. 

In the meantime, we savoured th 
mounting intensities of the chocolate 
we were served. To my unrefined 
palate, the Grenade (60 per cent) did 
n't deliver the advertised “subtle hint 
of herbs and flowers,” but the po\ 
dery texture on my tongue combined 
beautifully with the white Capezzan 
dessert wine. The sweet wine sele 
tions turned out to be excellent 
matches to the heartier chocolate 

The next two samples were from 

the finest manufacturer in the 
according to Yurkiwsky. The Manga 
Estate Lait (50 per cent) and Noii (65 
per cent) from Madagascar were 
crafted without emulsifiers for the 
smoothest, creamiest purely artisan 
chocolate. My wife and I favoured the 
milk chocolate’s lighter tones, bul 
both were simply superb. To my 
delight, the combination of exquisite 
chocolate and sips of dessert wine 
were beginning to give me a buzz 
One look into my bride’s sparkling 
eyes confirmed that she was feeling 
the same. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 25 


8924 149th Street, Edmonton 


1.800.667.7288 


do with an his- 
ling that used to 
vate car garage? 
| Glenora, across 


comer from art gal- 
Jeries, local landmarks and mansion- 
fe ha : 
you turn it into a restaurant with 
the atmosphere of a basement den. It 
aks kind of place you can 
slouch into, compare war stories 
about your tough week at work, and 
wind down while sipping your 
favourite drink. 

With its muted lighting and exposed 
prick walls trimmed with wood, Origi- 
nal Joe's is a dream of a rec room come 
true. complete with pool table, pinball 
machine, big-screen TV and someone 
else to get up and fetch the beer. 

My dining companion worked on the 
upscale condos across the street and 
often lunched at Joe's. We settled at his 
usual table in a raised corner of the 
open room and he pointed out the 
menu's rather eclectic offering of 
drinks. Along with 18 kinds of beer and 
various wines by the bottle, half-litre or 
glass, our menu offered the Joe’s Black 
Raspberry Sling, the Patio Joe and 
something called the Cold Shower. 
There was also a selection of Snapple 
fruit drinks and Red Bull as well as 
Dad's Root Beer and Cream Soda. 

My companion ordered the spinach 
& sweet pepper dip ($8.99) for us to 
share. He liked to try a different dish 
whenever he came in, but this was 
one of his favourites. 

“It's warm and soft, with a bit of a 
bite. Like a feisty woman,” he quipped 
with a grin. 

I had to admit, he was right about 
the zingy dip (and maybe about the 
best qualities in a woman). The com- 
bination of roasted sweet peppers, 
tomatoes and scallions set fire to my 
tongue, and | found myself gulping 
cool wine between bites. Our server 
had recommended the house white, a 
Frantera Chardonnay sold by the glass 
($5), and | was enjoying the balance 
between the crisp citrus taste of the 
wine and the softer, saltier tortilla 
chips. Not that I got to sample many 
of those chips. 

My date’s middle name must be 
Hoover, because while I was glancing 
at the twinkling lights strung around 
the bar and discussing my options for 
entrées with our server, the chips dis- 
appeared. When I again focused my 
attention on the guy, he was scraping 
the dip pot with his fingers. Is this 
what makes a feisty man, I wondered. 
The capacity to eat? 
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the museum and 


DANY TO.2AM 


== | ORIGINAL JOE'S 
CS | 10520- 102 AVENUE 
452.3034 


OUR SERVER, HEATHER, could have 
been someone's college-~ aged sister, 
hanging out in the den with the guys 
on a Friday night. Casually dressed in 
jeans and black t-shirt, with her hair 
in a ponytail and a bar apron around 
her waist, she appeared fresh-faced 
and wholesome. I noticed that the 
servers all had that girl-next-door 
quality to them. 

Heather had noticed that my date’s 
glass was almost empty and thought 
to bring a refill when she brought our 
entrées, which were served on large, 
round plates adorned with cartoon 
drawings of burgers and fries. From 
among choices like blackened New 
York steak, prawn carbonara, maple- 
glazed.salmon and something called a 
DoubléDog, my dining partner had 
chosen the Montreal smoked meat 
sandwich ($8.99) with a side of mango 
pasta salad and seasonal veggies. 

The sandwich was thick, with layers 
of thinly-sliced meat spread with hot 
mustard, and my date took hold with 
both hands and dug right in. Between 
enthusiastic mouthfuls, he comment- 
ed on the texture of the rye bread. 

1 don’t know if it was the Payolas 
playing in the background, the 
relaxed mood in the den or the hearty 
appetite exhibited by my Joe, but I had 
been motivated to order the “Took the 
Gourmet Out” burger ($9.99) with 
bacon and cheddar (.99 each). What 
was | thinking? I laughed: the half 
pound of lean beef was more than an 
inch thick. I congratulated myself on 
having it served without the bun. At 
least I could tackle my meal with a 
knife and fork and not try to take 
huge bites. 

I made some headway on my burg- 
er, enjoying the smoky taste of bacon, 


JISH ONLINE 


heck out every food review online! 
DISH is your source io the best food in Edmonton! 


barbeque sauce and gooey melted 
«cheddar cheese, but soon gave up to 
sample our sides. 

I ordered the honey slaw, which 
had a smoother taste than the tradi- 
tional, vinegar-drenched coleslaw, 
and roasted vegetables in sauce. This 
conglomeration of mushrooms, zuc- 
chini, carrots and green beans was 
large enough of a serving for both of 
us, so I offered to trade with my date 
for some of his mango pasta salad. 

He was eagerly picking mango bits 
from among the pieces of twirly pasta 
and declared, “No way!” But while he 
had his hands full of seasonal veg- 
gies—celery, carrots and cucumbers 
with ranch dip—I speared a forkful of 
the sweet yummy salad. In return, he 
polished off the remainder of my burg- 
er while I was looking the other way. 


BY NOW, THE BACKGROUND music was 


Ziggy Marley. My companion was sip- 
ping a Pellegrino, and | was indulging 
in a second glass of wine and feeling 
like the feisty woman he had earlier 
expressed admiration for. It was time 
to turn the tables on the eating 
machine and order dessert. My 
revenge of choice: Dirt Pie ($5.99). 

He took one look at the two full 
slices of mocha ice cream cake and 
crunchy, half-inch thick crust dripping 
with chocolate sauce and said with 
diminishing confidence, “I can eat all 
that ... well, maybe.” Sensing that his 
gargantuan appetite might be failing, | 
challenged him to a race; one macho 
man against one chocoholic woman. 
Last one finished pays for the meal. 

He put up a good fight, this guy, but 
when it comes to inhaling anything 
made of chocolate, | am the champ. 
After coffee, he settled the bill ($58.65 
including GST) and we strolled out, 
laughing about the evening's dining 
competition. Our next date? A boxing 
match at the gym or scrambling up a 
mountain, and the winner gets to eat 
both slices of Dirt Pie. w 
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OILERS AT OBYRNE’S... 
EVERY GAME LIVE ON OUR NEW PLASMA SCREENS 


FRIFEB 9 - OILERS! CHICAGO 7.00PM 
SUN FEB Il - OILERS | ATLANTA 6:30PM 
TUES FEB (3 - OILERS |! BOSTON 5:00PM 

FOOD AND DRINK SPECIALS ar GaMETINE! 


Bad Gin Roden geno slay eno enGes 


THURSDAY FEBRAURY 8 
Enjoy the Blues, Rock, Boogie-Woogie of... 


LUCKY 


S30PM e NO COVER e SLEEMANS’ PINTS 4.25 
BEN Glare MElanele [eR u [asl Bele} Feo Gas Rao Sno eine 


MONDAY FEBRUARY 12 
Rock our 


° GRASSHOPPER PINTS & TRAD BOTTLES $4.25 
bine Ging6 id ad Glad Hie ASA ORGE Fe [ Sus SelaGELSsETs 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY i a = bad 


MEET YouR | MATE 


EET ET YOUR | 
WEEXEN ND 


BACARDI EDeeipILS pa aunts EEaEsS La BOTH Lid 


oi sine blab Glas SHES 


10616- 82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRNMES.COM 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations ph. 


426-4RMS (4767) 


Thu-Sat Febroary 8-10 


MARCO 
CLAVERTA 


Friday & Saturday, $5, Cover 


FEBRUARY 28 - SUPPERULUB - GPA 


'Oodles of Noodles' 


(CALL 26-4767 10 RESERVE YOUR SEA 


FEBRUARY 8 - FEBRUARY 14,2007 \7UiEWweemy 23 


ch 


12028 149 ST 


ae 


Pay 


9114 91 AVE 
10646 170 ST 
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Valentines Dinner Out! 


send your name, and daytime phone number to 
contests@vueweekly.com 


PLUS watch-next weeks issue for moreikickass' contests 


Gamble on a great meal | 


ELLA JAMESON & TANIS McLEOD 

J: That frosty Friday evening, 
E«: were on the hunt for big- 

money bachelors at the 
Edmonton area’s newest luxury resort 
and casino. We passed teepees that 
reminded us we were leaving the city 
and entering Enoch land. We had 
reservations at Sage, River Cree’s 
ultimate upscale dining venue. 

Tanis looked indecently hot in her 
come-[euphemism]-me heels as the 
two of us sauntered into the hotel. I 
could feel men’s eyes on us as we 
were led to our table. Crossing a faux 
river rock floor and past a dangling 
crystal curtain, we were seated ina 
comfortable round booth that would 
have made Frank Sinatra and Ava 
Gardner feel at home. As I slowly 
caressed the banquette with my fin- 
gertips, | wondered how many naugas 
had sacrificed their hydes. 


TM: For a Valentine’s Day treat, we two 
single girls were out to find the newly- 
minted millionaires of this enormous 
casino. We figured they would be 
relaxing in the luxury dining room, 
looking for winsome young ladies on 
whom they would spend their win- 
nings. Ella’s bright blue eyes, tousled 
blonde hair and-slightest hint of décol- 
letage were the perfect balance for my 
overt sex appeal. Boys with brarid new 
bucks wouldn’t stand a chance. 

A glance around Sage’s tasteful 
interior made me wonder what 
decade we were in. Retro ‘70s lamps 
fronted curved walls of gray Tyndall 
stone, while clean lines and blonde 
wood added a more modern flair. Jazz 
floated softly on the air. | found the 
well-presented room a bit Spartan: I 
prefer rich colours and plush fabrics 
that envelop me in their warmth. 


EJ: 1 agree: the décor hadn't quite 
determined where it was going. The 
same issue was presented in the 
menu as well. Yvonne, our server, 
presented us with the single page 
menu and gave us time to look it over 
while she rustled up a basket of fresh 
bread and cold butter. 


TM: Chef David Cruz’s philosophy is that 
he would rather focus on doing a few 
things well. In keeping with that vision, 
Sage’s menu is tight and to the point. 
While the food offerings carmbe listed 
on one page, the wine and liquor 
choices were assembled in an ample 
tome. Enjoy a bottle of 2001 Chateau 
Lafite Rothschild for $850 or, for a mere 
$500, a bottle of 2001 Chateau Haute- 


Brion. If we were hoping to meet high ” 


rollers, we were in the right place. I 
chose the 2006 Kim Crawford New 
Zealand Chardonnay ($10). “Excellent 
choice,” Ella teased. “September was 
undoubtedly a very good month.” 


EJ: Well, I'm not embarrassed to say I 
chose my wine based on the name: the 
2005 Therapy Pinot Noir ($13). After a 
long day at work, I could use a little 


fermented grape therapy. I found the 


Okanagan wine fich, full-bodied, and 
pleasantly smooth: I may have discov- 
ered a new ftonl-rurining pinot noir. 
After a few Bips, I began to study 
the menu, at once captivated by the 


SUN-THU 6-10 PM; FR & SAT‘6-11 PM 


SAGE AT THE RIVER CREE 


RESORT AND CASINO 
SOD EAST LAPOTAC BVO, ENOCH AB 
194212 


numerous cuts of beef available to 
satisfy my craving for meat. Of partic- 
ular interest was Kobe-style beef, pro- 
cured from an Alberta-bred 
Wagyu/Angus cross. Best known for 
its marbled texture, enhanced flavour 
and tenderness, Kobe beef has higher 
levels of unsaturated fats and omega- 
3 fatty acids than standard beef. 
Wagyu cattle receive no artificial hor- 
mones and are purportedly given peri- 
odic rice wine massages. I ordered an 
8-oz flatiron Kobe steak ($45) anda 
side order of spiced fries ($7). 

To begin, we shared a generous 
Caesar salad crowned with herb crou- 
tons, white anchovies and a delicate 
Parmesan snap ($9). The crisp cheese 
was a pleasant addition to a fine, if 
slightly over-peppered, salad. 


TM: To my seafood- and chicken-loving 
eyes, the appetizers offered the best 
choice. Ella and | were both intrigued 
by the salmon, lobster and squid in 
tempura ($12), which arrived overflow- 
ing a bowl usually reserved for serving 
sticky rice. The seafood had a subtle 
taste under its crunchy coating. Pre- 
tending she was a delicate flower full 
of charm and grace, Ella used a fork to 
spear her battered bites of seafood and 
plunge them into the ginger aioli dip 
spiced with chilies, | prefer to let the 
whole world see | have no inhibitions, 
and dug in with my fingers. Between 
bites, I sipped my crisp chardonnay. 
Ella and I surveyed the other din- 
ers, trying to identify our high-rolling 
prey. We spotted at least three Hum- 
mers in the parking lot, and we had 
been hoping to ID the owners at the 
bar. Through the glass wall behind us, 
we noticed a table of men whom we 
brazenly measured up. Not one of 
them looked as if he drove a Hummer. 


£J: Our evaluation led us to a dating 
discussion. Despite Tanis’s insistence 
that she no longer dates, she detailed 
an amazing array of highly charged 
stories about her non-dating encoun- 
ters, I blushed repeatedly and shared 


my own tales. 

Our attentive server raised her eye- 
brows. I’m sure she thought we wer 
each other's significant other and was 
surprised to hear us talk of our sordid 
pasts. 

Our entrées followed with anothe; 
round of wine. My demi-glazed Kol. 
steak was presented on a tower of 
grilled cauliflower and fresh greens |t 
was, by far, the most tender steak | 
had ever sampled. It eclipsed ail 
expectations. I immediately made 
plans to get rice-wine massages (0; 
myself on a regular basis. 


TM: My lamb Porterhouse ($30) arrive: 
with crispy potato wedges and grilled 
asparagus on the side ($7). | savoured 
my first slice of the tender meat, let 
ting it linger on my palate as my 
tongue toyed sensuously. I crunched a 
spear of peppered asparagus and a 
chunk of crispy garlic potato, then 
returned to the flavourful lamb. Our 
meals were quickly finished; we 
relaxed and debated returning to our 
search for men or ordering desse:t 
And really, how tough a choice is that 
Ella claimed to be full, so 1 decided 
on the hazelnut créme briilee with 
seasonal berries ($9). The tip o! my 
spoon bit through a crispy crust and 
the combination of eggs, heavy cream 
and caramelized sugar melted in my 
mouth. Tart berries accented the silky 
custard, While we may not have 
encountered high-rolling men, | hat 
certainly scored a rich dessert 


fH: Our quest was fruitless as far as! 
was concerned: high rollers clearly 
don’t interrupt their winning stre aks 
for fine dining. We weren't go!ne to 
find them hanging out in Sage. ! cor 
vinced Tanis that we should wande! 
through the casino after dessert 


IM: After we settled the fare ($!°/ 
before tax and tip), Ella and | strolled 
through the casino with a keen eye for 
the single guys. On the far side of the 
venue, we discovered our Shangr''# 
the Tap 25 Sports Bar overlooks an 
on-site hockey arena. On any siV<" 
Friday night, you'll find us there 

Ella will be coyly making eye ©” 
tact and sharing coquettish smiles 
with men. I'll be offering to pat the" 
down for keys to their fancy rides v 


‘WIN DINNER OUT FOR A YEAR! 
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tes, which were still 
t | had been exposed 
ie shards of darker 
ding the Concepcion 
it), Sao Thomé (70 
(70 per cent), melt- 
m my tongue. I could | 
the hints of dried fruit 
depths that lingered | 
er finishes. The dark red } 
with viscous legs cele- | 
prating its sugary alcohol content, ONTON' 
kept pace with the blunt flavours. SE ONAL 
A slightly sparkling Ceretto oe 
d'Asti, which Yurkiwsky called the - ~ : 
scat wine for chocolate tasting, | www-langanoskies.com 
accompanied the next few samples. 
Its light bouquet of apples and flowers 


10 meet, 9920-82 Ave 
b 9810 _ 
freshed our palates and carried my ' gt : 
Wifee favourite chocolate of the woaodie Lounge 10345-106. Ba 43 2-33S 4 
evening, the St Domingue (70 per $20 at the door fo 7 


cent). Its strangely sharp flavour and 
spicy finish earned kudos around the 
gradually more boisterous group. 

| adored the Maralumi Estate’s 64 
per cent pure lightness in compari- 
son. As we got deeper into the darker 
chocolates, I found myself less able 
to differentiate. The Los Ancones, 
Tanzanie and Tamarina Estate hov- 
ered around 70 per cent and I was a 
little lost in the heavier flavours and 
flatter tones. 

Finally, we reached the Grand Noir 
(85 per cent) and the Noir Infini (99 
per cent), but my wife and I were 
barely able to appreciate their best 
qualities. They stormed across my 
tongue and nearly burned the back of 
my throat with their aggressive inten- 
sity. The Grand Noir was smoother, 
but both required generous swallows 
of the d'Asti before I could continue. 

Personally, I believe that the 
unprocessed beans, crushed and 
served as a coup de grace, was need- 
lessly cruel. | could detect the flavours 
that connected it with the darkest of : Wo 
offerings, but it was simply too much. wtltidann 
Swigs of replenished Capezzana bare- Shit) WBERAI MELONS BRUWAIEF 
ly soothed my exhausted taste buds. BAGESS MPV le wiiiie 

Appreciating chocolate has a learn- UIEESES PAAMBUIS: f UNDUE 
ing curve. The succulent morsels that 
began the evening were only an intro- 
duction to the more intense, darker 
tones that followed in our two-hour 
tasting. 

! would compare the chocolate 
tasting to a coffee or wine tasting, 
where you worked up from the most 
approachable flavours (the lightest 
Toast or a good Piesporter) to the 
Most intense (Kopi Luwak or a very 
Tefined Bordeaux) in a single evening. 
That said, we learned an amazing 
amount about the humble coca bean, 
about the chocolatier’s art and about 
‘Fomance. 

I wouldn't necessarily recommend 
{ hocolate Exquisite for a romantic 
Soirée of chocolate and wine tasting. 
“OWever, the fact that I learned so 
4 uch about what we both liked, the 
mest choices of wine to accompany 
“em and picked up a small assort- 
Ment of filled chocolates for $11.50 
ll sure as hell guarantee me a sin- 
Sstional Valentine's Day with my bride. 

And wasn’t that what I was looking 

or'in the first place? w 


DOWNTOWN — $79 
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WHERE MOOD MEETS MARTINI. 


MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 


Whatever you’re in the mood for. 


Calgary Trail ¢ St. Albert Trail 
West Edmonton Mall « Kingsway ¢ 170th Street 


moxies.com 


<3 |GREAT HEAD 


= | JASON FOSTER 
9 | preathead@vueweekly.com 


FULLER'S VINTAGE ALE 
FULLER'S, uae TURNER 


SH ENG 

15.98 FOR TWO 500 ML BOTTLES 
They say that wine is to be savoured, 
appreciated and aged. Beer is to be drank 
quickly, usually in vast quantities. Howev- 
er, sometimes a beer can be just as 
“haute couture” as the best wine. 


Fuller's Vintage Ale is brewed only 
once a year by one of England's last 


remaining independent breweries. Only - 


100 000 bottles are made each year, and 
each bottle is numbered: | picked up 
54 571 and 54 572. Linger over this beer; 
appreciate its complexity and richness. 
This is a beer that will even improve with 
age, just like the best wines in your cellar. 

Vintage Ale is an English Barley Wine, 
which is a strong ale with robust malt and 
a potent alcohol content (8.5 per cent). It 
is called a barley wine for two good rea- 
sons: it has a complexity that rivals a fine 
red wine and it cellars just as well. 

The 2006 version offers a thick, copper 
pour with a determined white head. The 
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SUPPER CLUB VS SUPPER CLUB This 
Valentine's Day, the underground marvel 
of Henry Song's Four Rooms Supper Club 
becomes a cage match. Instead of four 
exquisitely rendered variations on a 
theme, delivering flavours that you never 
dreamed possible, Henry decided that 
nine dishes—served at two seatings— 
would suit this most romantic night of the 
year. His “Versus” -tasting menu pits two 
different dishes linked to the same 
source, such as gyilled Portobello mush- 
room vs grilled striploin, battling in a 
mole sauce. At $70 per couple, you will 
not find a better five-course V-Day dining 
out experience for a better price. Try the 
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When is a beer not a beer? 


aroma has a multi-layered malt complex; 
ty. It is sweet, offering caramel, toas\ 
and toffee notes. The alcohol is immedi. 
ately noticeable, although it will mello, 
with age. 

When | tip the glass, my mouth than} 
me for the strong malt flavour that hits 
me at a number of levels. | detec; 
caramel, toffee and nuttiness, while the 
alcohol is rounded but present, creating 
calming, euphoric sensation. There ai 
some fruity esters from the fermentation 
Hop is a supporting character, not really 
noticeable. 

This is a full-bodied beer, offering 
velvety texture and smooth warming 
character. It is a beer to be drunk slow 
and preferably in front of a fire with your 
sweetheart. 

At this point in its life cycle, the 2006 
Vintage Ale lacks the rich complexity of a 
solid barley wine. The flavours have not 
yet had time to blend. In three or four 
years, this beer will reach its peak. Righ! 
now, Fuller's Vintage Ales from 1999 and 
2000 are considered among the be 
beers in the world. 

So buy four bottles. Drink two today 
(one for you, one for your sweetie) and 
put two away in a dark corner of you 
basement to rejoice over in three or four 
years’ time. Trust me: it will be worth the 
wait. w 


Hugo Vineyards wine sampler for $20 per 
couple and thank us in the morning 


REVOLUTIONARY DINNER FOR TWO this 
Feb 14, skip the babysitter, parking charges 
and tip. Try a Valentine's Day Dinner to! 
Two from Dinner Revolution; while sipping 
on pomegranate mojitos (alcohol not 
included), start with shrimp in white wine 
followed by steak Diane and your choice af 
individual heart-shaped cheesecakes 0' 
molten lava cakes. They pre-portion 
assemble and stick the instructions direct!) 
to the freezer bag. You simply prepare and 
modestly wave away the compliments! 0" 
second thought, line up the babysitter. Who 
knows how late your night will go after # 
$59 meal like this? Quantities are limited, 
so order soon: email info@dinnerrevoll 
tion.com or call 461.4002. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinal y 
happenings around town. Got an event 
an announcement or some unsubstantia' 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com “! 
fax 426.2889. 


$$ 
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Castle’s nordic trails are fit for a laid-back king 


DAVE BUCHANAN & THERESA AGNEW 
here’s something perverse 
about having to drive your car 
in order to go cross-country 
skiing. Ideally, we'd all be able to 
Strap on the skis at our doorsteps and 
Just go. But in a city, of course, that’s 
rarely an option. We end up driving to 
the trails and back. 
So when our family was looking for 
@ nordic escape in the mountains, we 
wanted a place where we could park 
our car for the weekend and ski from 
our cabin. And we found it at Castle 
Junction, midway between Banff and 
Lake Louise, where Highways 93 and 
‘A meet in the shadow of majestic 
Castle Mountain. Not to be confused 
with the other Castle Mountain, the 
downhill ski resort north of Waterton, 
this Castle Mountain features a hand- 
‘ul of mostly easy, track-set nordic 
rails in the pristine Bow Valley, along 


With two options for accommodation 
right beside the trails. 


= 


We stayed in a fabulous log cabin 


at Castle Mountain Chalets, a higher- 
end lodge that offers significant off- 


season discounts in January. But right ~ 


across the road there's the much 
cheaper Castle Mountain Wilderness 
Hostel, with cosy, rustic dorm-style 
accommodation. Either way, the trails 
are literally at the end of the driveway. 

Castle Junction is not a major 
Nordic centre. If you're into black 
diamond trails with names like Sui- 
cide Express or Burn, Baby, Burn! 
then don’t look here. Castle Junction 
is low-key cross-country skiing on 
mostly gentle trails, without the 
flash and crowds of a nordic centre 
like Canmore. But that’s the key to 


its charm 

The junction features only four 
trails, three easy ones track-set for 
classic only, ranging between 1.5 and 
10 km. (These trails are groomed reg- 
ularly by the staff at Castle Mountain 
Chalets, but they're open for free to 
anyone who wants to use them.) The 
fourth one, the Rockbound Lake Trail, 
is a difficult 17-km in and out that is 
not track set. The trail options are 
limited, true, but for purely recreation- 
al skiers like us (with young kids in 
tow), the junction offers enough vari- 
ety for a weekend of enjoyable skiing. 


IN PARTICULAR, we recommend the 
imaginatively named Trail 1, a 10-km 
there-and-back, which runs parallel to 
Castle Mountain itself. This trail gently 
rolls up and down and winds first 
through some densely wooded patch- 
es and then through a meadowy 
swath of cut-line along the base of the 
mountain. From time to time, we'd 


look up and glimpse over the treetops 
the sublime turret-like peaks that give 
the mountain its name. On a clear day, 
when the late afternoon sun hits the 
mountainside, the view is magical 

A favorite with our kids is Trail 3, 
which loops 2.2 km around the hostel 
and along the Bow River and then 
plunges into thick forest, where we 
saw enormous chunks of snow cling- 
ing impossibly to every branch and 
perfect giant toadstools of snow cap- 
ping the tree stumps 

This is an ideal loop for little ones 
and nordic novices: there's only one, 
moderately steep hill, and the scenery 
is splendid. There's also the likely 
bonus of encountering one of the fre- 
quent trains that pass through the val- 
ley, a stone's throw from the trail 
(This kept our 4-year-old motivated 
for a remarkably long time.) The 
haunting sound of a train whistle 
echoing up and down the valley is 
part of the Castle Junction experience 


As for aprés ski activities, there’s 
an activity centre for chalet guests 
but no bars or restaurants. The junc- 
tion does feature an old-fashioned 
General Store, complete with a vin- 
tage gas pump and everything week- 
enders could ever need, from tacky 
tourist paraphernalia, to munchies 
and food staples, to a surprisingly 
tasteful selection of wine and beer. 

Not everyone who stays at Castle 
Junction skis there. The chalets and 
hostel also make a convenient central 
base for those who want to explore 
the Nordic trails or downhill runs at 
nearby Lake Louise and Sunshine. But 
then, of course, you'd have to drive 

At the end of our three days at the 
junction, we swept the weekend's 
new snow off our car, loaded up, and 
bid farewell to our lovely cabin and 
the few turrets of the mountain we 
could make out through the gently 
falling snow. For a few days, anyway, 
we had visited an ideal world. v 
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EAT DRINK 


Jasper Downtown 


VESTA 120-052-0408 


TAPAS RESTAURANT 
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WINE CELLAR 


jasperwine@incentre.net 780-852-5682 


andysbistro.com 


780-852-4559 
casual fine dining 


Dicsover the best that Jasper has to offer! 


The 
Athabasca Hotel 


Jasper’s Heritage 
Boutique Hotel 


Landmark since 1929 


Features great entertainment at 


€ 
Sheas gg ot 


1.877.542.8422 


www.athabascahotel.com 


Zambonis, shotguns, bras and 
fun are the Apex adventure 


STEWART DUNCAN / stewart@vueweekly.com 

ith major competitions 

scheduled for Apex Moun- 

tain Resort, 31 km west of 
Penticton, BC, the hill is busy with 
preparations, shaping and grooming 
certain slopes for slalom and downhill 
races, aerials, moguls and half-pipe 
action. 

It has also been busy with visiting 
teams practicing for the Mars Cup 
Downhill and Super G at the end of 
January, the Noram Super G last 
week, and the 2007 FIS Freestyle 
World Cup, Feb 23 to 25. 

The Canadian Freestyle Ski Associa- 
tion has recognized Apex’s potential 
and commitment to the future and 
chosen the resort as its national train- 
ing centre for aerials and moguls. Such 
recognition is several feathers in the 
Apex cap, but families who like to get 
outdoors for fun are still high priority. 

Apex has a fully lit, NHL-sized out- 
door hockey arena, complete with 
nets, regulation boards, an electronic 
scoreboard and Zamboni, for 
instance. The rink is open to the pub- 
lic for no charge. It’s popular with 
fundraising groups who put teams 
together for charitable causes. 
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APEX 


The Zamboni also clears a one-km 
path through the forest to keep the 
ice-skating loop in ideal condition. 
The frozen path winds its way 
through the forest beside several con- 
dos and is fully lit until 10 pm. 

“As far as we know, it's the only 
one in Canada,” said Apex general 
manager James Shalman. 


IT ISN'T SURPRISING that the loop is 
unique. The Penticton-area business- 
men who bought Apex a few years 
ago have had to think outside the ski- 
resort box; the mega-millions typically 
poured into a major resort don’t exist 
in this case. Fresh ideas that are inex- 
pensive but hugely popular with 
guests are the kinds of things that put 
Apex on the wintér-vacation map. 
Another thing that does that is the 
number of black diamond runs in rela- 
tion to easy and intermediate runs. 
Apex is rightly described as “a skier's 
and boarder’s mountain” for its level 
of difficulty, judged to be more chal- 
lenging than most resorts. Most of 


Apex's 67 runs are black and double 
black diamond, and Apex manage 
ment acknowledges that they need to 
add more easy and intermediate ter- 
rain if the hill is going to appeal to the 
broadest group of skiers and boarders 
Their collective eye is already 
turned across the valley to the other 
side of the village, where Green 
Mountain offers gentler slopes and 
full sun exposure. Developing Green 
Mountain is a few years away but Il 
seems inevitable. The hill has the 
snow, the sunshine, the summe 
recreation and accessibility to be 4 
hugely popular, year-round resort. 
We could devote all this space '° 
the Apex riding experience, but the 
mountain has really made all inexpel 
sive winter recreation the priority A 
one-day adult lift ticket is $54 for all 
1 112 skiable acres with four ills 
including a magic carpet, t-bar, triple 
chair and high-speed detachable qu" 
Skating is free, as are the 56 kms ol 
groomed cross-country trails. Lessons 
packages are very reasonably priced, 
and when you want a break from all 
that activity, you can hit the hot tubs 
at Apex Mountain Inn and Spa AS 
luck would have it, both hot tubs had 


—— 
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been cleaned and serviced while | 
was there so the water wasn’t con- 
ducive to a long, hot soak. I opted for 
an tiber-relaxing Swedish massage in 
the hotel's U Spa, where “it’s all about 
you,” claimed Kathryn Ramsay, the 
spa’s Owner-operator. 

That 45-minute treatment, which 
includes arms, legs, back, shoulders, 
neck and scalp, could be the best $80 
some people will ever spend on them- 
selves. When I go back to Apex, I’m 
going back to the U Spa. 


LATER IN THE WEEK, 1 had the good 


fortune of meeting John and Barb 
Davies, who own and operate the 
beautiful log-built Saddleback Lodge 


bed and breakfast. Naturally, horse- 
back-riding is one of the themes. At 
the kitchen counter, you'll find sad- 
dle-mounted stools that replicate 
wooden horses. 

Unlike a B&B where you get to 
chit-chat with an adorable little old 
couple who offer tea and crumpets 
while you admire her spoon collection 
and lace doilies and he regales you 
with what he did in the war, John and 
Barb are an energetic, enthusiastic 
couple rich with the hill’s history and 
current tales of horseback riding, 
motorcycling, mountain biking, skiing 
and snowmobiling. 

Breakfast consists of ... well, what 
would you like? Bacon and eggs? Cin- 


namon-raisin French toast? Pancakes 
and sausage? Fresh orange juice? Bel- 
gian waffles? Whatever you choose, it 


ame.) atl one 


will be one of the best breakfasts you've 
had in a long time. With its hot tub, 
Scenery, garden and gazebo, Saddle- 
back Lodge is popular all year round 

Something else you shouldn't miss 
at Apex is the somewhat world- 
renowned Gunbarrel Saloon, which 
was voted the best aprés-ski bar in 
Canada. The saloon is known for a 
whole lot of crazy fun, which at times 
has included more than 100 bras 
donated by the bar's (at least partially 
inebriated) female patrons and flung 
high up the wall to hook on the huge 
spreading antlers of the massive 
moose head overseeing the action. 
Yes, there’s a lot of action at the Gun- 
barrel Saloon. 

But walk to the opposite side of the 
building and you'll find the Gunbarrel 
Restaurant, which offers fine dining 
on white linen in front of a crackling 
fireplace. (OK, not crackling, because 
it’s gas, but I don’t want to say 
romantic because | wasn’t feeling that 
way toward my host.) 

After one sirloin and one New York 
steak, which we agreed were excel- 


lent, and an outstanding bottle ofa 

limited-production Pinot Blanc frém 

one of the many nearby wineries 

Shalman ordered two Gunbarrel cof- 
fees. Even if you don’t drink it, this 
coffee is worth whatever it costs. The 
tavern lays dubious claim to having 
invented the showy concoction of 
brandy, cognac and créme de cacao 
but the real innovation is in how it’s 
served. Having heated and ignited the 
brandy, the waiter, Carlos, poured it 
slowly into the centre valley of a near- 
antique, side-by-side, double-barre| 
16-gauge shotgun. 

All conversation and dining stops 
as patrons turn their eyes to the slow, 
Swirling blue flames that follow the 
carefully guided burning liqueur’s lan- 
guorous descent. In the room's low- 
ered lighting, as befits a classy 
beanery like this one, the perform- 
ance had everyone spontaneously 
cheering Carlos’s precision and show- 
manship 

There's nothing like staring down 
the barrel of a flaming gun at the end 
of a great day of riding. w 
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to be 7 hassle if you plan right 


=|SKI TIPS 


SI cn CATHREA 
79 | colin@vweweekly.com 


I'm getting much less technical this week. 
Here are some general ski tips to help 
make your ski trip a little more enjoyable. 
Try to remember that skiing is supposed 
to be fun. | often see moms and dads 
looking very stressed out at the ski hill. 
Sometimes it seems easier and cheaper 
to say, “screw this” and just stay home. 

Yes there's the drive up, parking, lift 
tickets, equipment, food and an assort- 
ment of other things that need attention, 
but if you do some pre-trip preparation 
you can smooth out the rough spots and 
cut your wait times. 

Check out the local deals before you 
even leave. You can pick up rental equip- 
ment in town and avoid the line ups at 
the hill. There are also deals to be had on 
pre-purchased lift tickets. That being 
said, if you get up to the hill early, the 
lines are usually small. 

lf I'm spending money to go to the 
mountains, | do not sleep in. | can do that 
any other time at home. Get your ass out 
of bed and have a good breakfast. This is 
of paramount importance if there is fresh 
snow. Actually | don’t know why I'm let- 
ting this out of the bag. On second 
thought, sleep late. More freshies for me! 

Being comfortable is essential. Water- 
proof clothing and proper layering is the 
key. You need not break the bank here, as 
most all sporting goods proprietors sell a 
full price-range of this clothing. Stay 
away from cotton. It sucks for many rea- 
sons. Synthetic fibres are a better choice. 
Don't forget waterproof gloves and proper 
head gear. 


IF THERE 1S ONE THING to spend time 
and money on, | believe it's ski boots. Go 
to a knowledgeable ski shop, try on 
many, wear them around and get foot 


beds. You will keep these boots for many 
years if they are the right fit and perform 
to your liking. 

Don't be afraid to pack some lunch, 
snacks and drinks. Get an inexpensive 
backpack and toss it in the lodge. | have 
yet to loose my lunch in 30 years. Take 
along some energy bars. Once you get out 
on the slopes, it can be a long time 
between snacks, and skiing is generally 
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618 PATRICIA ST * JASPER * 852-3898 
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quite hard work. So stuff some eneray 
bars into your pockets, and you'll be able 
to give yourself an energy fix when you 
need help to keep going. 

Not keeping hydrated is a commor 
mistake skiers and snowboarders make 
We think because it's cold that we dont 
need water and usually we don't fee! all 
that thirsty. Some new backpacks have 
water bladders in them with a little tube 
you can drink from easily. I've found | 
don't get quite the muscle sorene 
keep hydrated. 

Never ski without identification. | 
know we don't want to think of anything 
bad happening, but I've seen unconscious 
people taken to the hospital without ‘re 
ski patrol even knowing their name. Also 
a bit of cash is always a good idea if you’ 
kids run into any problems or just wan! © 
buy pot. 

If all this seems like too much, there 
are always the day buses that run eve!) 
weekend. Or try a tour package with one 
of the local operators. But beware: as! 
what kind trip this is. They can rang’ 
from full-out drunken puke fests to chu: 
groups. Some are family orientate? 
where the kids can entertain each othe! 
and everyone can have a snooze on tH 
way home. 

So remember: keep your sense "! 
humour! | love to hear the taughter ® of 
young and old alike. It's a common 0“ 
rence to hear whoops and yells when the 
powder is deep and the sun Is oul but 
that doesn’t mean that every run of eve"! 
day can't be a positive experience. 

Keep smiling and keep skiing. ¥ 
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“INN” CREDIBLE MIDWEEK 5K SPECIAL 


FEB - APRIL SO 


° 2 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION 
° HOT BUFFET BREAKFAST 
° 2 DAYS LIFTS AT MARMOT BASIN 
* STARTING FROM $242 PER PERSON 
MSE ON BOURLE OCCUPANCY STanaADACCOMMoDAION 


ASK ABOUT THE OPTION TO UPGRADE TO 
KITCHEN AND FIREPLACE SUITES! 


JASPER NATIONAL PARK, AB 
780-852-4461 - WWW.JASPERINN.COM 
TOLL FREE (-800-G61-1933 
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VEL DAVE COMMANDS Your 
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Ski Right To Your Door! 


+ Enjoy the comforts of home in a pro-- 
eter seenens Roatly Sa S 
chalet, home or condo. " 
* Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from 
Banff in B.C.'s beautiful Columbia 
Valley. 

Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
skate, spa, hot pools, sauna, restau- 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
are all within walking distance. 

* All properties are equipped with a 


fireplace, microwave, 
dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 

It only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry-free winter get-a-way at Pan- 
orama with High Country Properties! 


1-800-665-1801 


www.highcountryproperties.com 
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1 Abie “Mammoth Mountain 


gets wild and woolly 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly,com 


ammoth Mountain, Califor- 
nia is one of the biggest 
resorts in North America. 


There are 29 lifts servicing their ter- 
rain, but the most impressive thing is 
the huge contingent of staff and 
machinery that keep their terrain 
parks open. 

In total, 20 workers and nine park 
cats groom the features nightly. Includ- 
ed in the fleet are two Zaugg Pipe 
Monsters that re-shape three halfpipes. 
There's a mini pipe that’s 100 metres 
long with three-metre walls; a super- 
pipe, 140 metres long with six-metre 
walls; and the super-duper pipe that is 
200 metres long with seven-metre 
walls. There are 50 jumps including 
tables, hips, step-downs and spines as 


Injecting vitamins with 


=|CAL 


well as 50 jibs, like single and do\,, 


rails, “C” rails and boxes. 


The features are incorporated | 


three terrain parks spread acros 


slopes, with access from fou, 
their 26 lifts. What's unique apy 


them is that they are designed 
built alike and only differ in the 
of the features. 

A three-metre jump has a taj 
and landing just like the bigge; 
metre jumps. This progressive 
allows beginners to slowly work 
way up to expert terrain. It also o; 
up the expert slopes for local fr e 
ers like Danny Kass. vw 


needles? Hmmm 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 


ere we go again. A syringe 
needle left behind ina 
garbage can has punctured a 


cleaning lady at a ski resort in Are, 
Sweden. 

It has been determined that the 

room was occupied by skiers from the 
Italian ski team who are in town for 
the World Championships. 
_ To no one’s surprise, a spokesman 
for the Italian team claims that these 
needles were not used for doping but 
rather for acupuncture or possibly the 
administration of vitamins. 

Meanwhile the cleaner has been 


= DOPING 


sent for numerous tests to dete 


if she was exposed to any heait! 


risks. I’m sure that many repo! 
anti-doping officials and doctor 
trying to determine what f|c 
through the needle prior to dispo 

In the meantime (much to the 


may of the Italian team), the chan 
onships were delayed due to p 


weather conditions this week 


leaving little else to talk about excep! 


for the needle incident. v 


P 


ip to Marmot 
between Feb 10 and 
ye seeing a lot of 
and green fash- 
Fear not—t isn’t 
aze, just a bunch of 
sing the border to 
rmot's slopes for 
‘Ski Week. 

Except for the odd river valley 
resort, Saskatchewan really doesn’t 


so Marmot invites the green horde 
(and transplanted Saskatchewan- 
ites) to come enjoy the mountains 
and get in some real skiing and 
boarding. To entertain the flat lan- 
ders, and all other snow enthusi- 
asts, there'll be a fun race on the 
slopes, scavenger hunts and parties. 

If you're from Saskatchewan or 
you want to join in the fun, check 
the board at the ski school for the 
day's events, Conditions at Marmot 
continue to be excellent, and with 
more flurries in the forecast, they'll 
get even better. 

There is a chance if the weather 
warms up a bit they'll be cranking 
up the barbecues and tunes at the 
mid-mountain Paradise Chalet. This 
is usually a sign of spring skiing but 
that’s a few weeks away yet, so 
we'll just call it a Rider-pride cele- 
bration. Once again, this may be the 
most fun they'll have all year. v 


have any hills with serious vertical, - 


Find cheap sleeps where 


the Sun doesn’t set 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
Fe those planning their next ski 

or snowboarding get-away, 

hostels are a great way to save 
a few bucks on accommodations. 
That way, you'll have the extra 
scratch to splurge at the over-priced 
cafeteria in the ski lodge. 

Since many of us don’t go on 
vacation for the accommodation, 
SameSun Backpacker Lodge in Banff 
is a great place to use as a crash pad. 
Located right on the edge of town on 
Banff Avenue, the hostel has a con- 
venient location, only a short walk to 
any local shopping or restaurants 
and stumbling distance to any of the 
local night hot spots. 

If you're willing to sacrifice a bit of 
your privacy for a few days, dorm- 
style rooms can go as low as $30 
during the winter months with a 
washroom located in each dorm 
room and a 24-hour check-in. (Being 
able to stumble in at all hours is a 
bonus for those who occasionally 
indulge in extended aprés-ski.) But if 
you'll only settle for a private room, 
the price can go up to about $87 a 
night in the winter. 

With a great atmosphere, Same- 
Sun offers great community events, 
with semi-regular nightly events like 
pub-crawls and barbecues. And for 
those who want to relax and give 


based on 2 adults 


Sha 


STARTING AT $ 


Per person, per night (plus Per person, pernight(plustaxes) SS 


their aching muscles a break after a 
day on the mountain, there's an 
indoor hot tub available and a com- 
mon room with a television. 

But buyers beware. SameSun does 
come with the grassroots ski bum 
philosophy: ride all day and party all 
night. 

If you’re into going out at night 
and ripping a hard day on the slopes 
with little sleep, then SameSun is 
definitely the place in Banff. It's a 
great spot to have fun, let loose and 
to meet new people from around the 
world. vw 


e A room with two queen beds 


° One adult ski pass for a full day of skiing in 


the Canadian rockies at one of these 


amazing ski resorts: SUNSHINE, LAKE 


LOUISE or NORQUAY 
e Free Continental Breakfast 


¢ Three story waterslide 


e Hot tub 


‘Déad Man's Flats offers 


crude with character 


ADAM SMITH / adam@vueweekly.com 
he journey to the hill can be 
an adventure too, starting 
with where you make your pit 
stops. As you roll over the foothills 
and descend into the open mouth of 
the youthful Rockies, there are but 
few relics of the past. The dollar is 
too powerful here to sustain the 
anomalies that should exist all over 
the mountains. But if you keep an 


eye out, you can still track down 
some oddities along the trail. 


Westward bound on the Trans 


Canada, a little ways past Cochrane 
and just a few minutes before Can- 
more, lies Dead Man’s Flats. At Dead 
Man’s Flats, take the turnoff on the 
north side of the highway. There are 
two gas stations: proceed to the 
obviously more seasoned one with a 
stone facade and broken down Army 
Jeeps to its side 

The business has been family 
owned for over 20 years and is a 
refreshing alternative to Speed- 
Pass, the plethora of useless points 
cards and all the other new-school 
gas station gimmicks. | recently 
heard a father of a friend of mine 
lamenting about the state of the 
gas station. 

“They used to be a sort of social 
network, a respectable place where 
you could go for help ... gas station 


= 
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2 BOOTY 


attendants used to be knowledgeable 
types, friendly little greasemonkeys 
ready to lend a helping hand.” 

Nowadays, at most places you 
can’t even borrow a jerry can 

At the helm of this anachronis- 
lic fill station sit an elderly lady, 
and a friendly black cat. The 
shelves are dusty and carefully 
stocked with a mix of standard 
and one-of-a-kind products. The 
mood is breezy and nostalgic, 
though the prices are bizarre. Dirty 
sun-bleached coffee cups ring in 
at $13, while vintage Transformers 
toys are available for 99 cents 
each and large grab bags that 
include other gems like Lego and 
Mechanix are just $2.99. 

No frills, no gimmicks! Just a tank 
of unleaded, Opticons, Decepticons 
and pipin’ hot coffee. w 
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1402 Bow Valley Trail, Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 


Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 


Local 1.403.609.4656 
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Snowboards - Skateboards 


Local 
Rabbit Hill ~ 60cm base, Scm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; condi- 
Bons: excellent 

Sunridge — 60cm base, Scm of new snow, all lifts and runs open; snow- 
tubing park open Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 

Alberta 

C.0.P — 85cm base, no new snow, all lifts open; half-pipe closed Jan 
31- Feb 16 

Castle Mt. — 83-303cm base, 13cm of new snow, 65 runs open; best 
skiing on machine groomed runs 

Lake Louise — 156-165cm base, 7cm of snow, all lifts and runs open; 
Telus Terrain Park open 

Marmot Basin — 11cm base, 4cm of new snow, al lifts and main runs 


open 
Mt Norquay — 135cm base, 3cm of new snow, all lifts and runs open; 
night sking every Friday 

Nakiska — 45-84cm base, Sem of new snow, 5/6 lifts and 26/28 runs 
open; both terrain parks are now open 

Sunshine — 152cm base, 5em of new snow, all lifts and runs open; 
Delirium Drive & Wild West now open 

Tawatinaw — 24 downhill runs open, ski hill open Sat. and Sun. 10:00 — 
4:30 


B.C. 
Apex — 164cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open; National 
Avalanche Awareness Days Feb. 12-14 

Big White — 201cm base, 11cm of new snow, 118 runs open; night ski- 
ing Tue-Sat 

Fairmont — 79-119cm base, no new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Femie — 242cm base, 3em of new snow, all lifts and 105 runs open; 
Femie Powder 8 Championships Feb. 10-11 

Kicking Horse — 176cm base, Scm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
(subject to avalanche contro!) 

Kimberley — 86-137cm base, 5em of new snow, 80 runs open; night 
skiing Thu-Sat, 5-9 

Mt Washington — 275cm base, 1cm of new snow, most lifts and runs 
open; snowshoe tour Feb. 9-10 

Panorama — 78-116cm base, 1cm of new snow, 120 trails & bowls 
open; half-pipe is open and in great shape 

Powder King — 196-304cm base, no new snow, new Salomon equip- 
ment has just arrived! 

Powder Springs — 125cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 
27 runs open 

Red Mt. — 190cm base, no new snow, 6 lifts and 16 runs open 

Silver Star — 125-170cm base, Sem of new snow, 115 runs open; 51k 
of groomed cross country terrain 

Sun Peaks — 134cm base, no new snow, 121 runs open; First Tracks 
breakfast in AM 

Whitewater — 258cm base, 8cm of new snow, 14 groomed runs open; 
avalanche awareness course Feb. 11 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 254cm base, 3cm of new snow, 88 groomed 
funs open, record breaking snowfall: 948cm (31 ft) since Nov.1! 


U.S.A. 


Big Mt.— 122cm hase, 23cm of new snow, 93 runs open 

Big Sky — 98-148cm base, no new snow, 3800 acres of open terrain on 
150 trails 

Crystal Mt — 163cm base, Sem of new (real) snow, 45 slopes open 
49 North — 255m base, no new snow, 29% of trails groomed 

Great Divide — 68-93cm base, 60 runs open, tickets just $20 

Lookout Pass — 220cm base, no new snow, Big Air Contest Feb.10-11 
Mt Spokane — 147-224cm hase, 5cm of new snow, 45 runs open 
Schweitzer Mt. — 135-260cm base, 3cm of new snow; Starlight Race 
Series- Friday nights in February 

Silver Mt Resort — 150em base, no new snow, 70 groomed runs open; 
The Other White Meat live @ Terrible Edith’s this Saturday 

Sun Valley — 93cm base, no new snow, 14 lifts and 45 runs open; 
world’s largest computerized snowmaking system (645 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of Feb. 7, 2007 
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Y Snowboards - Skateboards 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 


ost people wouldn't associ- 
ate downhill skiing with a 
city in the heart of the Cana- 


dian prairies. | certainly didn’t. It’s 
understandable, considering the drive 
on Highway 2 is about as flat as a 
pancake. But much to my surprise, 
Red Deer’s Canyon Ski Area is a 
great hill for beginners or anyone who 
, is okay riding more tame slopes. 

er Only a short distance from Edmon- 
ton, a visit to Canyon Ski Area is an 
easy way for the city dweller to escape 
for a day trip without having to worry 
too much about long hours on icy 
roads. Canyon is a step up from the 
local standbys, and for a day pass the 
price is right. At $35 for guests 13 and 
up, and $25 for those 12 and under, 
the price isn’t too steep for those 


SNOW ZONE 


= (CANYON 


wanting to escape the city for less 
than mountain resort prices. There's 
also a half-day option for even less, at 
$28 (13-plus) and $21 (12 and under). 
Even with a pseudo-early wake-up 
on a Saturday, we still made it to the 
hill in good time and with little trouble 
following the easy directions we 
found on Canyon’s website. When we 
first arrived after our short drive, we 
were refreshed to find that the hill had 
some fun for those who are a bit on 
the adventurous side. Equipped with a 
medium sized half-pipe and a terrain 
park, those who are willing to work 
on their moves will have more than 
enough time and space—considering 


413-455); 
www.TheEasyRider.com 


4211-186 St 
Edmonton. Alberta 
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If you want a quick getaway, there's 
always the Canyon Ski Area runs 


there were no line-ups to speak ol ai 
most lifts, especially the t-bar that 
catered specifically to the half-pip« 

Of course, if we were more on the 
adventurous side we’d know more 
about that, but for the most part |! 
admit—I can’t speak for my friend— 
that I’ve broken too many bones 
already to take any more risks than | 
need to. Instead, we momenta!'') 
boosted our egos by bragging to 0! 
selves about riding black diamond mus 
all day. But with only 164 metres o! v«' 
tical, any seasoned rider would cons'’ 
er these black diamonds pretty tam« 

Our first trip up the chair we we’ 
reminded how much we were stil! 0" 
the prairies. Looking downhill, 
could almost delude ourselves pnts 
thinking we were in the Rockies ... |" 
not that high up the mountain yet. 5u' 


when we looked outward at the top, it 
‘was hard to miss the abundance of 
farmland, and then we realized that 
‘what we imagined as a mountain was 
jeally a river valley in disguise. 


SINCE WE WERE there ona Saturday, 
Canyon was.cluttered with an abun- 
dance of Nancy Greene Ski School 
kids and there was a lot of congestion 
up at the top of the main chairlift. 
Afier almost breaking up their s-like 
downhill train several times, we decid- 
ed to explore other parts of the hill. 
Over on the far side of the hill, the 
runs and the lifts were pretty much 
vacant. The two-man chairlift on the 
far side never had a line-up, and 
offered slightly more challenging 
uns. Throughout the day, it became 
evident that this side of the hill was 
the best choice for avoiding crowds 
and getting in more overall vertical 
After a few hours on the hill we 
went into the ‘70s-style chalet to 
break for a bite and a bit of a rest. 
Warning: if you plan on breaking for 
lunch, pack one. Otherwise, you'll be 
Stuck shelling out some serious cash 


for your run-of-the-mill local ski resort 
cafeteria grub. Apparently we didn’t 
get the memo on this. But of course, 
it’s always expected to spend more 
than average on lunch when going for 
a day of skiing. We both got a basic 
combo meal for lunch (cheeseburger, 
fries, and a small pop) and it set us 
back a steep $10.50 each. Our meals 
looked like the fast-food that gets 
mocked in fast-food commercials, and 
they didn’t taste much better. 

With lunch sitting heavily in our 
stomachs, we went out to hit the 
slopes one more time only to find that 
the line for the main triple chairlift had 
almost doubled in length At this point 
it was taking longer to get up the hill 
than to get down. Once again, we 
retreated back to the “hidden” two- 
man chairlift on the far side of the hill 
We continued over on the still next-to- 
empty side for several more runs, but 
finding only two runs moderately chal- 
lenging and a massive lack of snow 
(despite a valiant effort at snowmak- 
ing) and with icy patches resulting 
from the recent spell of warm weath- 
er, it was time to pack it in. 


1. GO TO THE VUEWEEKLY.COM WEBSITE AND 
TO FIRST READ <r vou are ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER GO TO STEP 2) 
| FIRST READ is oar new exclusive news letter! By subscribing you will be permitted to enter all of 


|| SUF upcoming contests! Also you wil! be the first to get all the Lop stories from the upconting Issue 
} | Of Vue Weekly before it hits the stands in your area! Be the first to read FIRST READ! 


EP 2 ems 


CLICK THE LINK TO ENTER 


For the most part, Canyon Ski Area 
was a nice break away from Edmon- 
ton without the stress of a long haul to 
get back to the city in good time. The 
hill was perfect for beginners and for 
those who are willing to make a trip to 
experience a step up from Snow Val- 
ley or Rabbit Hill, and given that the 
hill is so close, the half-day pass 
option was particularly appealing 
That way, you can save some money 
on lunch and get a few more hours of 
sleep before hitting the highway. wv 
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Like the artist, Frida K 
takes on the high brow 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
rtists that help to define cen- 
A turies no doubt always make 
for interesting biographies, 
but you'd be hard-pressed to find any 
of even the most renowned with a 
story like Frida Kahlo’s. 

The things she had to overcome 
just to live a normal life—polio 
almost killed her as a child, leaving 
one of her legs permanently crip- 
pled, though that was barely a 
scratch compared to a horrific bus 

. accident that broke her back, pierced 
her uterus and left her with debilitat- 
ing relapses of pain for the rest of 
her life—make her compelling 
enough as is, but it was the way she 
lived that life that really stands out: 
fiercely proud of her native Mexican 
heritage but largely ignored in her 
home country for most of her life, 
almost hopelessly connected to her 
husband, muralist Diego Rivera, 
despite numerous infidelities on 
both their parts—rather famously, 
Rivera actually once had an affair 
with Kahlo’s sister—and was a 
staunch Communist who supported 


AA | THU, EB SUN, FEB 25, 
FRIDA K 


DIRECTED BY PETER HINTON 

WRITTEN BY GLORIA MONTERO 
STARRING ALLEGRA FULTON 

CITADEL THEATRE (9828-101 A AVENUE), 
$35- $50 


PREVU 


both Trotsky and Stalin at different 
points in her life. 

And that’s not even getting into 
what she painted. 

“We really didn’t want to do some 
kind of A&E biography, that sort of 
childhood, success, failure, are they 
going to make it kind of narrative,” 
explains Frida K director Peter Hin- 
ton—the same one who’s current 
artistic director at the National Arts 
Centre, if you were curious—over 
the phone. “Frida was an incredible 
woman, just full of contradictions, 
and we really wanted to get a sense 
of that fiery, tempestuous side—we 
set it on a big day in her life, the 
only time she ever had a solo show 
in Mexico, and we really want to 
bring out who she is, not just what 
she did.” 


HINTON AND ALLEGRA FULTON, the 
actress tasked with playing the spit- 
fire, have had plenty of time to figure 
out their portrayal of Kahlo, as well: 
the play first premiered some 10 years 
ago—to rave reviews about Fulton's 
bravura performance, by the by— 
when both were still on the Fringe cir- 
cuit. For Hinton, the chance to return 
to the play is a special one, both 
because of Kahlo and the way they 
want to tell her story. 

“It's the 100th anniversary of her 
birth, of course, but there was a bit of 
serendipity, too, because Allegra is 
actually the exact same age Frida was 
when this exhibit was shown,” says 
Hinton, who has unsurprisingly got a 
new understanding for the play he 
first worked on a decade ago. 

“I knew about Kahlo before, but I 
certainly didn’t appreciate all that she 
did until after working on this play, 
and now coming back to it has made 
me think about her all over again. She 
was amazing, probably one of the five 
artists who really defined the 20th 
century, and just to be a part of telling 
her story is an experience to itself.” w 


In The Clink, you have to see the dark side 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
yi his is a play that has a real 
| edge to it, that will hit you,” 
explains U of A BFA acting 
student Stafford Perry, leaning in a bit 
more to emphasize his point. “You 
can’t walk into the theatre and expect 
to just walk out when it’s done— 
you're going to be affected by it; it’s 
going to make you feel something.” 
It's fairly fitting that it should be the 
case with Studio Theatre's latest pro- 
duction, The Clink. Stephen Jeffreys’s 
play is all about not letting people get 
away easy when it comes to art, 
whether it’s the audience or the artist 
Set in the last days of Elizabeth I's 
reign in England, The Clink loosely 
follows the tribulations of a travelling 
jester, Lucius—who Perry is tasked 
with bringing to life—and what hap- 
pens when he gets caught in the mid- 
die of a power struggle for the throne. 
Though partially a pawn, Lucius 
manufactures enough of his own 
trouble: unwilling to stick to the con- 
ventions of humour—cock jokes and 
slapstick, then as now, of course—he 
believes his jokes should prod and 
provoke his audience, not always a 
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wise move, then as now. 

As an actor set to be loosed onto 
the wide world of attempting to live 
through artistry—he and the rest of 
his classmates will be graduated 
come spring—Perry has a special 
appreciation for Lucius’s desire to stir 
things up, and push people towards 
seeing something they'd rather not 
look at, whatever that may be. 

“He really is a sort of idealistic per- 
son, and though I guess some people 
might say he’s innocent or naive, I 
find it really admirable that he just 
sort of refuses to accept things he 
doesn’t like and tries to do something 
about them,” Perry says. “I think that 
really is the role of art, or at least 
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what I want to do with my art—to 
push things, to prod people, to look 
into places where it’s difficult to look, 


and expose them to the light.” 


THAT IS SOMETHING OF A unique chal- 


ARTS 


Andre Lanthier 


lenge for an actor, though: it’s awiull 
hard to get people to look at the dark 
er side of things, when you're starring 
in, for instance, a madcap slaps 
romp about living and loving in th: 
21st century, and certainly not every 
playwright is as interested in prove 
ing an audience as Jeffreys. 

For Perry, though, that so 
conundrum is one of the most exc! 
ing challenges of acting, and a maj0! 
reason he’s decided to devote the !as 
three years trying to perfect his cral 
and the next however many s!!ub 
gling for it. 

“Acting is always sort of this ps! 
dox, in that it’s the most perso" 
thing you can possibly do—I mean." 
you, up on stage, all the time, and y°" 
can be as bare and open as you Wa" 
to be—but you're still almost < 
speaking someone else's words,’ " 
explains thoughtfully. “In the en 
though, it’s still you—the challens¢ " 
how you're going to embrace the 
character, and whatever else is go" 
on, you can always show people sides 
of a character they might not ha’ 
seen, and get them thinking abou! “* 
rest of the play that way.” Vv 


Lovers make dangerous 


times in Les Liaisons 


SRYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweokly.com 
| © some people, a play set prior to the 
French Revolution might seem to 
have little to teach us in our day and 
age. But if you think about the fabulous 
wealth that is flowing around Alberta these 
days, it seems that we might have some- 
thing in common. 

Of course, the French aristocracy didn’t have 
to lift a finger to earn their money the way 
many Alberta workers do. That’s why they had 
to make their own fun, which in this play 
includes Using sex as a weapon to ruin peo- 
ple's lives, 

Les Liaisons Dangereuses, the Wal- 
terdale’s latest production, revolves around a 
series of seductions for sport, orchestrated by 
the two main characters; the Marquise de Mer- 


teuil (Kisa Mortenson) and the Vicomte de Val- _ 


mont (Gino Akbari). 

“The two main characters are the height of 
libertinism. They have unlimited resources, no 
day jobs and no hobbies,” explains the play's 
director Randy Borosky. 

This lack of activity leads to the little games 
of deception and seduction which involves, 
Borosky explains, “taking base human emo- 
tions and refining them to a high art form.” 

Of course, it isn’t all as gloomy as I may 
have made it out to be. The lavish wealth sur- 
rounding the main characters must have pro- 
vided them some pleasure and its 
representation onstage should provide the 
audience with perhaps some of the play's 
greatest thrills. 
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HAVING ENLISTED award-winning costume 


designer Geri Dittrich to make sure that the 
aristocratic tricksters and their unfortunate 
friends look their very best, the costumes are 
sure to be a treat for the eye. 

“The costumes are wonderful,” Borosky 
enthuses. “The nice thing about a period piece 
is that you can go all out on the costumes.” 

If going “all out” is something you're hoping 
to achieve this Valentine’s Day, then Borosky 
has a big time hint for you: tickets to this show. 
While the dialogue is full of condescending 
words towards love, it does ultimately redeem 
itself and the characters realize that love is not 
a weapon, nor merely a tool, but something to 
be cherished. 

“Valentine's Day is coming up and this is a 
great show to bring your girlfriend to. You'll 
score a lot of points,” he laughs. Then he 
recounts all of the other exciting action includ- 
ing blood and sword fighting before making it 
clear that “it's not just a chick flick on stage 
either.” W 
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Mile Zero has got the 
look, The Look of Love 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
he conditions were just fine a couple of 
| weeks ago here in Edmonton when Mile 
Zero Dance performed The Cube Remix 
outdoors in Churchill Square. 

The weather was warm, and with no snow 
or ice on the concrete where the company was 
dancing, the show seemed like an excellent 
warm-up for a performance at Toronto's Win- 
terCity Festival the following weekend. 

“Beyond Aloof in Toronto was a blast,” says 
artistic director Gerry Morita of MZD's four per- 
formances in Nathan Phillips Square, “but we 
actually had to perform on wet, cold, salty 
slushy cement. They seemed really shocked to 
have any snow at all. But we had good shows, 
and nobody got hurt. Maybe next time we'll 
graduate to an indoor stage!” 

Performing outdoors anywhere in Canada 
during winter is risky, but Mile Zero Dance is an 
experimental company who's ready for any- 
thing. And now that the group is back indoors, 
it's preparing to present the fourth instalment of 
its unconventional Salon Series, which ranges 
from traditional and non-traditional music and 
dance to visual and performance art. 

Each of the variety shows is loosely based 
around a theme, which provides a source of 
inspiration for the eight to ten short perform- 
ances. This weekend's (Feb 9 & 10) theme is 
The Look of Love. 


THE SHOW INCLUDES Molly Flood’s Love 
Amour and filmmaker Shreela Chakrabartty’s 
short film Marriage and Chocolate, which was 
nominated for the Best Experimental Award by 
the Alberta Motion Pictures Industries Associa- 
tion. Shane and Beth Krepakevich are creating 


CLEARLY LASIK 


tern Can 
1 making hin 


TAS | RK 


Bausch & Lomb Z 


t experienced laser eye surgeons 


CAS 4,87 7.551.2020 cieariviasix.com 


prescription strength. ** $0 down, 0% financing Is a limited offer, and may be subject to credit seoroval. Sona restrictions may apply. TaDoh Oe for details 


FA, FEB 9 & SAT, FEB 10 (8 PM) 


2 =| THE LOOK OF LOVE 
BY VARIOUS PERFORMERS & ARTISTS 
ES | ELAS Ts, 


a visual art installation for the show. And no 
Salon show is complete without Morita herself 
dancing to the sounds of a live musician 

“Thom Golub and I will be showing some- 
thing, as well—part of our improvisation 
structure work,” she says. “He plays bass and I 
dance. It’s about trouble when love doesn't 
listen.” 

The evening also includes a performance by 
the White Buffalo Dancers and Drummers Soci- 
ety, a group that promotes awareness of Abo- 
riginal culture and values for its youth 

The society’s various programs are run by 
Loyd Yellowbird, who teaches pow wow danc- 
ing to youth and young adults who love the 
classes so much that about 80 turned up for 
one of his latest sessions during a blizzard that 
had a lot of people staying home to keep warm 

A pair of Yellowbird’s students will perform 
traditional music and dance in the upcoming 
show. The singer, who'll also play a hand 
drum, will accompany a male dancer, and both 
will speak about the origins of the singing, 
dancing, drums, feathers and costumes. 

Yellowbird hopes to eventually start up 
Edmonton’s first Aboriginal dance theatre, and 
by introducing his group to Edmonton's arts 
community, he sees this performance opportu- 
nity as a big stepping stone towards that goal 

With the wide spectrum of arts disciplines 
regularly seen at the Salon Series shows, no 
doubt he’s heading in the right direction. w 
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AftsHab props open Secret Doors of perception 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
hris Zaytsoff mills around the 
— (3 roomy hallway that serves as 
de facto gallery space at 
ArtsHab. Tristan McClelland’s gaze 
sweeps between his artistic collabora- 
tor and one of the claustrophobic 
graphic expanses they've created 
together. 

“He misses them,” McClelland 
notes. “He likes to have them at home 
and be surrounded by them.” 

Zaytsoff nods, regarding the huge 
crowded mural before him. The urban 

= equivalent of the top of the Amazon- 
lan canopy provides the locale, the 
roofs of highrises and skyscrapers 
rendered with the patient repetitive- 
ness of line of a monk creating a 
mandala. 

The twilight above is a netherland 
for the unconscious, and looks like 
dreams descending on the sleeping 
occupants of the buildings. One can 
imagine these creatures and glyphs 
sinking through the concrete sheath 
of a skyscraper, sinking through the 
darkness of a room lit only by the 
chilly blue glow of a digital clock, 

» Sinking through the brow of Everyci- 
ty’s sleepers into the deepest recesses 
of the dream. 

“I wrote this big formal thing for 
Tim [Rechner; who plays a large part 
in ArtsHab’s programming],” McLel- 
land laughs. “This grammatically cor- 
rect artist statement that basically 
said ‘we combine fantasy and reality, 
our imaginations take it too far, and it 
gets out of hand.” 

McLelland whispers conspiratorial- 
ly, “I have monsters,” much the way a 
kid threatens to pull the frog out that 
he’s got in his pocket to scare the 
girls 

Zaytsoff, on the other hand, has 
robots, spaceships, ghosts and eyes. 
Lots and lots of eyes, everywhere, 
expressionless but all-seeing. 

“I'm really influenced by what we 
can’t see or hear,” Zaytsoff relates 
One of his series of smaller works 
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BY THE PSYCHOTIC ROBOT ART COLLECTIVE 
ARTSHAB (10217 - 106 STREET) 


even nods to an obscure (and scientif- 
ically untenable) conspiracy theory 
positing a Planet X, a dark twin of 
Earth’s, that shares our same orbit but 
is in a position that somehow consis- 
tently hides its presence from us. 

The colour palette of the paper 
mural poses the question: What's 
black and white and red all over? 

The answer, of course, is When 
Crying Androids Sleep Secret 
Doors Are Open, a show title that’s 
as Phillip K Dick-ian as it is Carlos 
Castanada-esque. 


ALTHOUGH THE TWO self-taught, 
Edmonton-based young artists’ work 
seemingly owes some sort of regional 
artistic debt to Rechner’s squiggles, 
collage elements and lines of force, as 
well as the sci-fi themed/Modernism- 
informed work of former ArtsHab res- 
ident Tony Baker (now in Toronto), 
the duo are much more concrete than 
Rechner’s proto-spontaneous execu- 
tions and much more hallucinatory 
than Baker’s purely alien worlds, 
which still obey most natural laws. 

Not so for McLelland’s blind mon- 
sters and Zaystsoff’s disembodied 
eyes and heart-filled robots. They only 
need a door to a dreamer, open just a 
crack, to produce their strange psy- 
chological ballet of technological 
wonder and anxiety and jostle with 
textual declarations and disjointed 
narratives, such as “I will be king of 
this dream.” 

McLelland points out that while his 
cut-up phrases and words are not 
premeditated, Zaytsoff uses pages 
upon pages of his own text to embel- 
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lish the works. They both express 
frustration with the casual viewer, 
who glances but doesn’t read the full 
wordage. 

“We're more like Tony's bratty little 
cousins,” demurs Zaytsoff, whose 
individual characteristic style is 


RESTORE 
YOuR 
WRINKLE 


almost hieroglyphic in nature. McLel- 
land’s solo work is more waxy and 
fog-ridden, with the kind of apparent- 
ly sourceless lighting that suffuses 
dreams and visions, like an alien 
abduction sequence from a ‘70s 
movie 


Uy 


Crying Androids showcases t 
artists’ solo work as well as ¢ 
menting their collaborations fror 
past several months. 

“Our friendship has formed o 
the course of our artmaking,” Zay's 
observes. “It’s been an intense way i 
get to know someone.” 

“It’s like my own world and chara‘ 
ters mixing with his—like a comi 
book crossover of worlds,” McLelland 
ventures. Like when the X-Men hev 
a slumber party at the Batcave 

They both have a driven ne 
express their inner visual lexicon, \ 
midwife their world into ours, lik 
repetitive thoughts begging fo! 
release of expression. 

“The real collaboration is 1! 
thoughts,” McLelland concludes. ©! 
real collaboration is on the worl 
more than the work.” wv 


ci: was born in 
'S, spent part of 
in Israel, wan- 
e in his youth and now 
n Yet he is, by his 
4 Canadian writer. It 
here in 1982 that 
lived “in a place 
actively asa 
of the state.” 
e, however, is 
lections on 
ys, fiction and 
nt the worldliest 
. The volumes 
ich he’s famous—A 
g, Reading Pictures 
tly, The Library at 
ics rich with anec- 
, insight and an elo- 
ulated passion for the 
s role of books in opr lives. 


‘EWEEK: In The Library at Night you 
confess that as a youth you dreamed 
of being a librarian, but found this 
goal sabotaged by “sloth and an ill- 
restrained fondness for travel.” Had a 
writing career not yet occurred to 
you? 

ALBERTO MANGUEL: No. I think it’s a reac- 
tion many readers have. You read 
great books, finding them such well- 
crafted, magical objects, worlds into 
which you enter, that the idea of cre- 
ating something similar seems impos- 
sible. { didn’t know that every writer 
thinks this way. Writing eventually 
came to me by chance, from ideas 
sparked by reading. Even in my fic- 
tion, the starting point has something 
to do with reading. 


VW: You were quite young when you 
began reading to Jorge Luis Borges, 
who's known for holding his literary 
bar extremely high. I can’t imagine 
that as being the most encouraging 
scenario. 

AM; {Laughs] Not at all. But I was an 
adolescent and felt 1 could do any- 
thing | wanted, that I didn’t owe any- 


thing to anyone, that | was doing - 


Borges a favour, which I later real- 
ized was quite contrary to the truth. 
But having witnessed writers who 
met Borges and left feeling deflated, 
indeed { think that would've discour- 
aged me immensely had | wanted to 
write. 


VW: In The Library at Night, you cite Vir- 
ginia Woolf's distinction between the 
leamed man and the reader, which to 
me aligns with the distinction Paul 
Bowles makes between the tourist and 
the traveller in The Sheltering Sky. Did 
such distinctions enter your mind 
when you began travelling? 

AM: My youthful travel had more to do 
with moving away from a place than 
into one. I wanted to get away from 
my family, to have open spaces where 
ps, ep knew me and | could pretend 
else. | left Argentina 
* Pi say until | was 26 I really did 
nothing. I floated, but not even for the 
Teasons Bowles’s tourist might have. | 
“Wasn't really looking at anything. | 
found myself someplace because that 
Was where I'd arrived. I'd sit in some 
café until | met someone who'd say, 
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“I'm going to Spain and there's room 
in the car.” I had barely any posses- 
sions and wasn’t working or studying. 
I was in limbo. | can’t even say that I 
was reflecting. Now I'm precisely the 
opposite: rooted in one place, only 
travelling for business, working far 
too much. So maybe | needed at that 
period to simply drift. 


VW: Where was your library all those 
years? (Manguel’s library houses 
some 30 000 books.) 

AM: Partly in Argentina, partly accu- 
mulating in different places I'd visited. 
At the time I was far less concerned 
with such things. Though, curiously, 
one of the books I packed along with 
me was the Oxford English Dictionary. 
I can’t explain why. 


VW: Were you always going to write in 
English? 

AM: English was my first language, 
along with German, which I was 


taught by a Czech governess. So | 
have a Czech accent in German and a 
German accent in English. | learned 
Spanish at seven or eight. I've always 


AM: Oh, no. It’s like having to do the 
same work all over but without the 
excitement of discovery. But when 
you read your work after being trans- 


THE LIBRARY 


written in English, which is the lan- 
guage in which the ideas first came. 


VW: Do you translate your own work? 
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lated into a language you speak, it’s 
very strange to have your words with- 
out your accent, to read yourself in a 
voice that isn’t your own. So I do bits 


with 

Edmonton Vocal Minority 
hosted by 

Timothy J. Anderson 
dance music by 

Licorice Whip 
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aguel is always searching for the secret life df words: 


of work on my translations, taking 

things out, writing new things. None 

of my books available in the lan- 

guages | speak are identical to one, 
and other. I don’t believe in a book's 
ever being entirely finished, so | have 
no qualms about changing whatever 
occurs to me as time goes by. 


VW: How much of a concern is the 
notion of posterity to you? 
AM: None at all 


VW: Yet we want books around as long 
as possible. 
AM: Of course. Other people's books. 4 


VW: Why not yours? 

AM: When you look at the history of 
books, the enormous number written 

then published, then read, then pre- 
served, you see a cone narrowing to 
almost zero. I have no right to sup- 
pose I'm going to inhabit any part of 
that almost zero. 


VW: Last night, you participated in this 
gloomy but fascinating panel discus- 
sion about the relevance of books in a 
time when it’s reasonable to have 
serious doubts about the future of civzy 
ilization. You surrender so much time 
and energy toward creating a book, 
presumably you have faith it will go 
out into the world and have a life 
AM: Well, my activity as a writer is that 
of someone using reading to give 
shape to certain reactions in certain 
imaginations. Then there are the writ- 
ings of certain others that, in some 
sense, I consider protection for the 
future: they're the product of people 
whose experience, imagination and 
talent allows them to construct the 
monument of words that serves as a 
remainder of our experience. But most 
important is the activity of reading 
Some of us may have more or less, 
capability to enter a book, but what is 
limitless is that world of books that 
stands there. So it seems to me that, 
as long as we are able to read, the 
experience of this world won't disap- 
pear. v 
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Reporter Stubby Woods wore a pink shirt. 
While Chery! Oogachakka threw her 
“real” blonde locks around in pure happi- 
ness, Laurel Canyon fretted in confusion. 
Dr Excellente looked (surprisingly) relaxed 
in beige and pink bell bottoms and a long 
black leather coat. Ty Knotley is losing 
weight and Coach Mitzie Doobie is a self- 
proclaimed ball of pus. Meanwhile, Jean 
"Hammond is still at odds with herself 
over Dr Excellente, but Hogie Oogachakka 
feels great. Doris cured her VD with pyra- 
mid power and Jamie Majors-Capilano is 
still plotting Diane's death ... 

We interrupt our regularly scheduled 
update to remind you that on Feb 12, Die- 
Nasty! will be celebrating its 500th 
episode. No word yet on whether there'll 
be any special guests to help the celebra- 
tions, but love will most definitely be in 
the air. Now back to our update. 

.. Most of them ended up drinking 
ouzo and/or breaking plates with Cosmo. 
But! ... All were commiserating Minsky, 

ewho is lying in a hockey-fight coma. 
Indeed, the other person from this fight 
is who has Laurel so discombobulated: 
With keys to a hockey captain's place in 
Chicago and an announcer who's reluc- 
tant to commit in Edmonton, it took Doris 
Excellente’s astrology to get Laurel to 
stay. Doris also pointed out that, “Since 
Dwayne's a vegetable, we have to sup- 


DAn 


February 7 - 17,2007 


TIX on the Square 780.420.1757 
ckug vue % q 


port him!” 

Speaking of support, Doris told Bueno 
that she wanted a divorce and Rollie Doo- 
bie inadvertently showed Laurel that he 
only ever really wanted sex out of her. 

Coach Mitzie Doobie decided to reno- 
vate her house, starting with a marshmal- 
low-theme room that is half granite. One 
granite ceiling tile fell on Stubby Woods's 
foot, but Mitzie cared little: “I wish | could 
feel pity for you,” she claimed, recalling 
Woods's stream of anti-Die-Hards articles. 
Woods fumed in pain, crying “You 
deserved every moment!” before swearing 
revenge on Mitzie’s husband for ruining his 
hockey career and running out in anger. 

During the down time, goalie Hogie 
Oogachakka got a physical for his 

impending trade to LA. But Dr Excellente 
told Hogie that he wasn't wearing the 
pants in his family and that he had to 
make sure the trip was his own idea. This 
got Hogie all confused, and he ran 
around, hung around, smoked—his deci- 
sion weighed heavily. But after sputtering 
some emotional gibberish at his wife, 
Hogie ended up happy §... let's just say 
that Cheryl's long blonde locks were no 
doubt happily thrown about once more. 

Unfortunately, lonely Jean Hammond 
is broke, smoking lots and spending lots 
of time with Ty lately. And Diane Knotley 
waved off Stubby’s banter while kindly 
holding the stick of dynamite Jamie 
handed her, but when the phone rang, 
Diane handed the dynamite to Stubby 
moments before it exploded. 

I'm sure you all wish the best for Min- 
sky's recovery. w 
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MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
f at we're talking about 

are these tiny, totemic 

actions”, explains Paul 
Edney, project director for the Cana- 
dian version of the UK environment 
and social justice movement, We 
Are What We Do. 

“People think that in order for 
things to change, the government 
has to sort all of it out. In a way, 
we're trying to change this to a 
mindset of smaller scale actions, 
multiplied by lots and lots of people 
doing them. And those people will 
feel good about being able to do 
something. And that will encourage 
them to do more. And they will vote 
with that mindset and buy with that 
mindset and that will change things 
enormously, because it will tell the 
government and corporations that 
people want progress on issues— 
enough to participate themselves.” 

Edney’s vision was inspired and 
adapted from his activist mentors, 
Eugenie Harvey and David Robin- 
son. The pair founded We Are What 
We Do in Britain and released a 
book, Change the World for a Fiver. 

Robinson has a long history as an 
outreach worker in East London. His 
experiences had led him to the 
notion that socially and environ- 
mentally conscious activism could 
be approached as a brand, much in 
the way that Coca-Cola, sponsors for 
Robinson’s white paper on the idea, 
established and grew their family of 
products. 


THE ULTIMATE GOAL—and Robinson 


shoots high—was to engage every- 
one everywhere in viewing his or 
her residency in the world as both a 
blessing and a responsibility. In 
hijacking processes that work so 
well for corporations, this participa- 
tory, collective micro-activism would 
need a brand identity, marketing 
campaign to get word out, anda 
way for people to share Robinson's 
revolution and witness their actions’ 
compounding impact. 

At the heart of Robinson’s strategy 
were vehicles for disseminating 
“actions’—wee baby steps that could 
be done with little fuss by anyone. 
Action by action, by process of accu- 
mulation, there would eventually be 
a meaningful positive shift. 

“Anybody had to be able to do 
these actions. They had to be simple, 
easy, accessible and inspirational,” 
Edney notes. “Also, they should be 
repeatable, able to be done over and 
over again.” 

The actions were compiled into a 
book, Change The World For A Fiver, a 
hit in the UK, embraced by media and 
supporters in a way that legitimizes 
Edney and Robinson's use of “move- 
ment” in describing We Are What We 
Do, where it continues to flourish 
(wearewhatwedo.org is its UK portal). 
A second UK book, this one focusing 
on the workplace, was recently 
released, and the organization part- 
nered with a chic designer to create a 


ARTS 


= | A WEAREWHATWE DO” BOOK 
= | CHANGE THE WORLD FOR 
© | TEN BUCKS: 50 WAYS TO 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
NEW SOCIETY PUBLISHERS, $10 


bag to raise awareness and funds. 


EDNEY, AN ENTHUSIASTIC canadian, 
began his association with Robinson 
and Harvey in England, where he’d 
met his British wife, started a family, 
and worked in marketing and com- 
munications. Edney came by a copy 
of Change The World For A Fiver and 
Robinson's original white paper on 
the movement. Obeying the book’s 
Action #35 (“Write to Someone Who 
Inspired You"), he dropped the veter- 
an activist a line and offered to help. 

A couple of years ago, as the 
British campaign gathered force, 
Edney returned to Canada with his 
plan to launch We Are What We Do 
In Canada, adapting the model to 
address uniquely hoser characteris- 
tics and issues. (Australia and Den- 
mark are among other countries 
adopting We Are What We Do). 

Edney, with a great deal of prag- 
matic and emotional support from 
friends, family, and serendipitously 
encountered strangers, (“We're a 
not-for-profit society, not a charity,” 
he emphasizes. “I don’t accept dona- 
tions, just ideas and volunteers.”) 
created the pivotal materials behind 
the Canadian version. 

The book, Change the World for 


coffee table documentary book. 


sally palatable. A sample: 


09. Buy fairly traded products. 
13. Recycle your mobile phone. 


23. Have more meals together. 
39. Shop locally. 


Act on good intentions 


Each of the 50 actions in Change the World for Ten Bucks is explained in con 
versational, welcoming, often funny language and accompanied by an ener- 
getic and colourful design that looks like a cross between a scrapbook and @ 


Although this is not the place to find weighty answers for intractable global 
and community ills, it is a strong entry point for the overwhelmed, reluctant or 
thoughtless. Explanations of the issue and action impact are clear, if a little 
simplistic at times, and further resources“are included. Actions range across 
subjects, from the deeply reflective to the lighthearted, and are almost unive'- 


20. Find out how your money'is invested. 


a 
TO YOUNG Pipe, 
fe.) 


THEY KNOW 
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Ten Bucks: 50 Ways To Mak 
Difference, launched this past 0. 
ber, augured by the Canadian \, 
site (wearewhatwedo ca), u 
couple months earlier. Word « 
mouth kept growing while Ed; 
developed these resources, culmin 
ing in mass orders from people co; 
mitting to put the all-ages-frienq 
cheerfully designed books i; 
schools or companies. The web 
further engaged people with a tool to 
track their individual or grow; 
actions and adds them up on a 
national scale, providing some mea 
ure of the weight of multiple actions 

“A lot of the original actions didn 
resonate for Canada,” Edney relates 
pointing out that from printing ar 
publishing to writing and design 
Change the World for Ten Bucks is 
totally Canadian affair. “Some thing 
were cultural. We also have differen 
concems and use different languag 
Much of the content was rewritten 

“The idea behind the movemen 
and book is to make it very palatab! 
for everybody—let's get around help 
less paralysis or conservative 
response by starting with smal! 
accessible things that communicate 
intent, and let's build on those suc 
cesses. Discussion on big issues- 
climate change, the AIDS epidemic 
globalization, even our quality o! 
life—will get more polarized,” Edney 
contends. “You've got to meet every- 
one in a place where they can do 
something. This book is a creati\ 
response to ‘how do we talk about 
this?’.”w 


raiser dan w presented by the Art of Life 
7 ‘by Diana Moy Sanchez fea- 

0, belly ‘and capoeira * Sat, 
pari adat ‘on the Square)/S15 


‘The Landing Pad 201, 
ing poetry, music and 
tho White Butfalo Dancers and 
if Anastasia Maywood. Hosted by 
af and Kristi Hansen * Feb. 9-10 (8pm) « 
jat the Landing Pad 


‘Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo 

rc %* A dance show using the dance and music 
» cultures from india to Egypt. Hungary to Spain, Russia to 

i triols and tribulations of life, love and identity in 

noes * Sot. Feb, 17 (7:20pm) * $20 (adult/$15 (stu- 
‘foritipanar] availa at Hoxizon Stage box office, TicketMaster 


eee 
Ee ee ‘Aye (482-2858) * FOR THE 
LOVE OF ART-WALENTINE'S DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, 
canapes and che ‘at the Agnes Bugera Gallery, the West End 
Gallery and the Front * Opening reception: Fab. 8 (5-8pm) = 
Fob B22 

FT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St (483-6611) * 

on-Sat 10sm-5pm (closed all hols} * Feature Gallery: ALL 

- util Mac 3) * Discowery Gallery: 2005 ALBERTA 

SOT ANARD RECPINTS EOUBITON fronts by the five recipi- 


‘enty of the 2008 Alberta Craft Awards; until Feb. 17 


ALUED ANTS COUNCIL-SPRUCE GROVE 455 King St * Open: Tue- 
Sot Z5pm * SCAPES AND INSTRUCTORS « Until Mar.3.* Opening 
recaution: Sat, Feb. 10 (1-4pm) 


(AAO GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422 6229) « 
riers Tho 10:30em-Spm; Sat-Sun 11am-Spm * 
INUIT ART film/video/drawing: ISUMA TO HAVE AN 
{0A presents a survey exhibition of contemporary Inuit film and video by 
Jgleaol/k fsuma Produetions, Canada’s first Inuit independent film produc- 
ten company: ASHOONA THIRD WAVE features new work by Shuvinai 
Ashoons, Siassie Kenneally and Annie Pootoogook Ashoona Third Wave 
feoresents a tradition of art-mating that spans three generations; until 
fap. 19 © FAR.AND WIDE Alberta landscapes by David Alexander and 
ohn Hartman; until Feb. 19 © THREE TRAVELLERS: Artworks by 
Emonton amtists, Scott Berry, Louis O'Coftey and Leo Wong: until Feb. 19 
* VISUAL THINKING: Brine Gallery: Drawings from the U of 
A Greduate studios: until Feb. 25 * Art Bar Happy Hour every Thu (4- 
Bomb no.cover, Feb 9, 15,22 © Thestre Free screanings of design- 
based films: presented with MADE * Lagas/Koolhass, 2002; Wed, 
feb 14 fom) = Shigeru Ban, An Architect for Emergencies, 200; Wed, 
Feb 2) (Tom) * The Art of Teste: Wine tasting and guided tour of 
Farand Wide and Ashoons. Third Wave; Tue, Feb. 13 (6:30pm $35 [AGA 
memberl/$40 (non-member) © Family Day: The Journals of Knud 
Rasnussen (2pm film); Feb. 19: free admission * Photography Lecture 
‘Series: ALKA Theatre; Amaud Maggs, Thu, Feb. 22 (7pm) 


ANT MODE GALLERY 12270 Jasper Ave (453-1555) FIGURATIVELY 
SPEAKING. Figurative studies by various artists featuring classical 
female figutes, oil on canvas by Oksana Zhelisko. Zhelisko will be avail- 
able during this time to speak about her work and dedicate purchases 
personally © Feb. 817 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220-105 St (439-2532) * Open every 
Thu (S:8prn} * WHEN CRYING ANDADIDS SLEEP SECRET DOORS ARE 
‘OPEN: Artworks by the Psychotic Robotic Art Collective, Chris Zaytsolf and 
Tristan Metielland © New work by the ArisHat: residents © Until Feb. 22 


(CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBEATA 9103-95 Ave (451-3427| + 
PERCEPTION: Artworks by Elaine Berglund, Gilberte Gagne, Jiri Valtr, 
‘and Linds McAmmond © Feb. 9-21 * Opening reception: Feb. 9 (7- 
8.30pm), artist in attendance 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10557-124 St (488-4445) * Open Tuo-Fri 
‘930-5330pm = Anworks on papat by Dorathy Knowles © Until Fab. 17 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd 
(482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment; Weu-Fri 11am-530pm, Sat 
‘am-tpm. closed lang weekends * COLLECTION 2006: New artworks 
by various artists 


FAR GALLERY Fim 1-1 Fine Ans Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) 
Oper: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spen = CENTRIFUGAL IDEAS FROM 
CIFFERENT CULTURES IN PRINT. Contemporary print-artists fram around 
the world * Until Fe. 24* Opnring Raception: Thu, Feb. 8 {7-10pm) 
FRINGE | 0240) * Vari 

sane eae (432-0240) * Various artworks by 
FRONT | 72312 Jasper Ava FOR THE LOVE OF ART-VALEN- 
TINES ¥ ‘Anworks, strawberries, canapes and champagne 
at the Agnes Bugers Gallory, the West End Gallery and the Front Gallary 
* Fob $-22 * Opening reception: Feb. 8 {5-Bpxn) 

GALLERY AT: 1 ‘A. MILNER LIBRARY Main i, Sir 
His eh Be S WATER¢ Open Mor en Spm Sat 7 
. : path * 

4 Ge THE SUN: Oil paintings by Patricia 


reef 3015-62 St * Mon-fi 
_ studants from the Artistic Statement 

School of Fina Art ® Ul Feb 28 

WARCOURT MOUSE 10215-112 St (426-41 ‘Mon-Fri 10am- 
Spm Sst 12-4pm © ACTS OF DRAWING WA STATE OF 


Claire MeLarney; until Feb. 10 

i . 

ek ae 
: ‘and multi-medis works with video, 


by Bonnie Baxter Feb, 15-Mar. 31; 


(peng reception: : (0pm), artist in attendance * Lecture 
Bae eee zach 13 5:10-Spm}; and at 
a |203; on Feb. 14{12.30-2pm) 


s 


Place, 10831 University Ave (439-5282) 
FANTASTIC COMES IN FOUR: Paintings by 
‘Carolyn Feit and Diane McPhee * Until 


Mar 1 © Opening reception: Feb. 14 (5°30-9pm): Feb. 14 (7:30-8:30pen) 

SOHNSOM GALLERY (NORTH) 1017.90 St i 
m7 (473-8474) Open Tue-Fy 

colours by Myrna 


UATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248105 Si (423.5353) + Make Specs / LOVE 
THE SHITTY: Photographic wort by S.B. Edwards, until Feb. 10 « NO 
(SUCH) PLACE Painting and paperwors by Stephen Fisher: until Fab 10 


McMULLEM GALLERY U of A Hospital, 6440-112 St (407 7152) * 


Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm 
Exhibition © Until Mae -Bpm * Hospital Centennial 


MEPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (953-2777) * Open MoreSat 11h i 
Sun 10an-8:20pm # Wore fg scalps by Rae Hunts. we hor 
Tographs by Jim Singbeil; until Feb. 20 * SPIRIT ARE Paintings and draw 
{ngs by Danialle Zyp; Feb, 22-Mac 21; opening reception: Sun. Feb. 25 (1 
3:30pm) * Dining Room Gallery: West 4 Ant Group: Feb. 1-Mar 23 


MBNESTIK SCULPTURE STUDIO 37 Bristol Estates, 51089 Road 
214, Sherwood Park (662-4160) * Seulotures by Horst D. plidets 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEU 5 Si Anne Stroot, St Albert Place. St 
Albart (459-1528) # A BRIGHTER FUTURE. THE GROWTH OF AGRICUL - 
TURE IN ST ALBEAT. Until Apr. 8 - 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 
Ave 474-7611)» Open Moni YDam-20pn, Tus 308.209, Th bpm 
* NINE TO NINE AT NINA'S: New artworks by Nina Haggerty Centre 
artists * Fab. 9-Mar.9-* Opening reception with artists: Mar. 1 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 1013-112 Si (452-0285) * Open Tue- 
Sat 1Dam-5:30pm: Tho 1Oam-8pm * MULTIPLE VIEWS: Recent paint- 
ings by Guiseppe Albi * Feb. 15-Mar. 14 * Opening reception: Thu. Feb 
15(7-Spm), artist in attendance 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Seat. St. Albert (460-4310) 
* Open: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) « CHAOS THEORY. 
Artworks by John Noestheden. Loanne Schachtel and Clint Wilson; until 
Mat. 2 ® Drop-in Art for the artist at heart: Feb. 8 and 22 (7.99mi: $10 * 
‘AnVentures: Connect the Dots; Fab. 17 (1-4pm\; $5/child (5-12yrs) 


‘SCOTT GALLERY 1041-124 St (499-2619) * Open Tue-Sat 1Oom-5pm * 
MISTAYA: Landscape paintings by Arlene Wasylynctwk ® Fab. 10-27 « 
Opening reception: Sat, Feb. 10 [1-3pmi: artist in attendance 


‘SMAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-Spm « 
Large-scale prints, repetitive black and white haunting representations 
of & face by Polish artist Wieslaw Haladaj * Until Feb. 24 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121 1-142 St (457-9100/451-3244) « 
Hurricane on the Bayou MAX film; Mon-Wed: 3pm; Thu; 3pm, 7pm: Fri 
3pm, 7pm, Spm; Sat 112m. 1pm, 3pm Spm, 7pm, Spm, Sun/hols: 11am. 
Ipm, 3pm, Spm, 7pm * Severe Weather in Alberta presentations: with 
Claire Martin and Jamie Archibal, Feb. 10 (3pm) 


UNION BANK IN 10053 Jasper Ave (451-8000) * DESIGN ATOZ 

SILENT AUCTION: Paintings, sculptures, sketches, furniture, design works, 
‘and photographs * Sat, Feb. 10 (7pm) * $951 TicketMaster * Proceeds 
to tho Alberta North Capter of the Society of Graphic Designers of Canada 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY (0418-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) « ALIVE AND WELL IN THE MIDST OF THE VOID: 
Paintings by Michael Schoenav * Feb. S-Mar 12 * Opening reception: 
Feb. 9 (7-Spm); also featuring other local artists 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * PATTERNS Artworks by 
Ansgard Thomson and Doreen Mason # Until Feb. 17 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 103:22-63 Ave (432-7357) « Artin 
‘the Lobby: Acrylics by Angella Powell, in conjunction with Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses © Until Feb. 17, viewing one hour before curtain 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « AOA THE LOVE OF 
ART-VALENTINES DAY EVENING: Artworks, strawberries, canapes and 
champagne at the Agnes Bugera Gallary, the West End Gallery and the 
Front Gallery * Opening reception: Fab. 8 (5-Spm) * Feb. 8-22 


LITERARY 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-75 Ave (459-8755) * Story Siam: An onportu- 
nity for writers to share their work, explore thei talants and show off * 
Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Rond * Poet's Ine Writing evenings 
every Sunday {7-9pm) except (ong weekends, holidays and summer months 


(CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-04 Ave (433-2932) * TALES. monthly 
Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to listen * Second Fri of each 
month (@-10pmn} until June © $3 {first time free) * Feb. 9 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7501-115 St * The Olive Reading Series * 2nd Tue 
each month © Featuring reading by post Nduka Otiono, followed by an 
‘open-mic, Tue, Feb. 13 (7pm) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music. poetry, and perform 
ance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * 
Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) # Story Cafe 
TALES © First Thu of ea month, through to June (7-Sem) * $5 


‘STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (497- 
7738) © Living, Laughing and Loving: Concert featuring Marie Anne 
McLean, Stephanie Benger, David Haas. and Ronee Englat, tellers from 
the Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling (TALES:} Fr, Feb. 18 
(7:30pm) * $16 available at TX on the Square, door 


UPPER CAUST BISTRO 10909-85 Ave * Stoll of Poots Poets’ Haven 
Reading series is an opportunity for poetry anthusiasts to enjoy postry 
in-an intimate café setting every Mon night through to Mar {7-Spm) * 
$5 (door, incl. coffee, tea and postry) * Jenny Frost, Gary Garrison, Ron 
Kurt, Michelle Lambert Feb. 12 


LIVE COMEDY 


Se 
‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevord (469-4999) « Thu 
(8:30pm), $14; Fri (8:30pm), $20; Sat{Bpm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), s20¢ 
Every Wad (8 30pm): Wacky Wednesday, $5 * Jon Charles Feb, 8-10 
* Davin Rosenblatt: Fab. 15-17 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St. WEM, 6582-170 St (483-5899) 
Open: nightly Bpm, Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat Bpm and 10:30pm. Sun Bp 
© Osvid Acar, Andrew Iwanyk, and Cris Nannarone: Feb. 8-11 * Hit or 
Miss Mondays: amateurs and professionals take the stage, Mon. Feb. 12 « 
‘Alternative Comedy Night: Featuring hypnotism, magic, music. street per 
formers and more; Tue, Feb 13 © ‘Spacial concert with Kyle Cewse (10 
Things | Hate About You, Lars Callieou, Rick Bronson, and Shawn 
Thompson; Feb. 14-18 ® Hil or Miss Mondays: amateurs and professionals 
tale the stage; Mon, Fet). 19 * ‘Alterewtive Comedy Night: Featuring hyp- 
ratism, magic, muse, sveet performers ond more; Tuo, Feb. 20 
HORIZON STARE 1001 Calahoo Ad, Spruce Grove (962-8995) « The 
‘Amezing Kreskin (mentalist/thentre) * ‘Sun, Fab 11 (7:30pm) $20 
(edulti/$15 (student/senior) available at Horizon Stage bax office, 
TicketMaster 

SIDETRACK CAFE 1023-104 St * Kokanoo Comedy Battle hosted by 
Kathleen McGee featuring local and touring comics every Tho (2:30pm, 
$3 (door) 

‘YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481-9657) © Open 
Wed-Thu 8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Wed Get Your Yu's, profes- 
sional comedy night $5 * Sun: Industry Night $10 # Mike Wilmot. 


E 


we tele B10 * The Great Canadion 
eety Wad night, withthe Finalgion Feb. 22 gs, 


{ 


THEATRE 


ALICE I WOMDERLAND fesiivol Piace, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood 
Park (449-S378451 2000) « Sagan tbs ses taesh ena 


1730p {dinner ax Sp with ecktinoret $30 ticket) Feb. 16-18 (7:205m}; 
Feb 18 (2pm trunch at noon with actiftional $25 bckat! © $24 (adult}/S16 
(child 12 ad ender) available at Festal Place box office, TicketMusstor 


‘THE CUBR Tiers: Cento for the Arts. U of A Campus (420-1757 /482 
2211) © By Stephen Jeffreys, presented by Studio Theatre, directed by 
‘Sandra Nicholls. designed by Tata Tuviera * A theetncal “tour de tarca” 
‘et in 17th century London. Elizabeth is in the throes af death, and the 
alchemist is mixing His powders. Lucious Bodkin, an alternative comedian, 
{hinks he's whut to hit the big oma. a la .Jon Stewart~or 96 he 

in this World, » dual fought with words canbe fatal © Feb. 817 (oom) Pro 
‘Show Telk: Tus, Feb. 13 (7:15pm): Matinee: Thu, Feb 15 (1230 pent no 
show Sun, Feb. 11 * Opening Night: $20 (ndutt/$12 (senmor\/$8 (scent: 
‘Wookends (Fri-Sat) $18 ledutti’$10 (senor /$8 (student Weekdays: $15 
(adull/$10 (sermory'$8 {student Thu Marines: $10 (edultV$10 (senex'y$8 
(studenth $5 [Wed preview) available at THX on tha Square, Timms Cerne 
for the Arts box office one hour prior fo the performance 


THE CONSTANT WAFE Citadel Shoetor Theatre, 9828-1014 Ave (425- 
1870) * Social comedy by Somerset Maugham, starring Fiona Reid and 
Douglas Beattie. Rules ane the Oasis of society and it is everyone's 
fesponsibility to follow them, axcept for Constance Middleton. As the 
‘story twists and turns, 80 do Constance Middleton's plans * Feb 10- 
Mar, 4 * Tickets available at the Citado! Theatre box office 


‘THE C WORD Third Space, 11516-103 St (935-1861) « A Comedy in 
‘One Act. presonted by Theatre Elysium, written and Directed by Taylor 
Chadwick. Starring Grant Pulay, Jon Berezan. Teresa Camptell, Elica 
Banzer and Nathaniel Caines with Christopher Schulz. Samantha 
Deuterber and Brot Lamay A story of people stuck in the age botween 
the teon years and “real” adult life-tost and confused, trying to find o 
purpose. Contains mature themes, not suitable for thoes under 16 
Feb, 8-10 (8pm) * $10, Thy, Feb. 8: Pay-What-You-Can 


DIE-HASTY Vorscons Theatre, 10529-83 Ava (448-0895) * A hilarious. 
five, improvised snap opera * Every Mon to the end of May * $10 (door) 
* Die-Nasty’s 500th episode is on Mon. Feb. 12 (8pm), it promises to be 
‘the Most romantic episode ever * Tickets available at the door (7pm) 


FOLUES John | Haar Theatre, 10045-155 St (420-1757) * A musical con: 
Cert presanted by Leave it to Jane Theatre * Feb. 10 (8pm), Feb. 1) (2pm. 
and 8pm) * $15 available at TIX on the Square 


FRA K. Citadel Rico Theatre, $828-101A Ave (425-1820) * By Glori 
Montero, directed by Peter Hinton, starring Allegra Fulton * As che deess- 
185 for the opening of har first solo exhibition in Mexico, 44-year-old Frida 
Kahlo examines her life and her reasons for painting. She is uneersain and 
‘apprehensive about how she and her work will be received * Until Feb. 25 
© Tickets available at the Citadel Theavve box office 


THE FROG PRINCE Horizon Stage. 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove 
(962-8995) © Family theatre that teaches acceptance and the impor 
Tance of friendship * Sat. Feb. 10 (2pm) * $10 available at Horizon 
‘Stage box office, TicketMaster 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ONT Mayfiold Dinner Theatre (1900-771 
9804) * By Will Marks and Joe Harris featuring the music of the "SOs 
and early ‘60s © Until Feb. 18 * $54-589 


HOCKEY MOM, HOCKEY DAD The Roxy (453-2440) * By Michael 
Melsti, presented by Theatre Network * Opposites attract as two single 
parents meet while watching their sons play minor league hockey * Feb. 
13-Mar. 4 4 (Tue-Sat Bpm; Sun 2pm), previews: Feb. 13-14 * $23 
{adultl/$18 (student/senior) Sun-Thu; $25 and $19 Fri/Sat: Tue, Fab. 20: Two 
people for $24 available at the Roxy Theatre: Preview and opening night 
available at Theatre Network: other tickets available at TIX on the Square 


HOUSE OF CATS Varscona Theatre (433-3399, Vole box #1/470-1757) * 
‘Comedy by Cathlean Rootsaer.. presented by Teatro La Quindicina * A 
hapless bylaw officer investigates a highly concentrated feline presence im 
4 bungalow shared by two sisters and leams that in certain circumstances 
the lines separating what's obsessive, what's crazy, and what's just plain 
fun can be blurred * Feb. 15-Mar. 3 (Tue-Sat: Bpm: Sat matinees: 2pm) * 
$20 (adult{/$17 (student/senior/Equity: Tue evenings and Sat matines on 
Feb. 17: Pay-What-You-Can; Sat matineas Feb. 24 and Mar. 3: $10; Two- 
For-One-Night: Fri, Feb. 17 # Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


JEREMY FISHER PCL Stage TransAlta Ans Barns, 10330-84 Avo; and 
Stanley A Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (420-1757) 
* Concrete Theatre * An old fishing couple are surprised with the 
birth of a sweet young son but quickly come to realisa he's different * 
Feb. 19 (20pm), Feb. 23 (7pm), Feb. 24 (2om and 7pm), Mar. 2 (7pm) at 
Stanlay A Milner Library Theatre * Fob. 16 (7pm), Feb. 17 (2pm and 
Tpm) at PCL Stage * $16 (adultl/$12 {student/senior)/$ (child under 
12) available at TIX on the Square, door 


LES LIAISONS DANG! ES Walterdale Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave 
(439-7845) © Just in time for Valentine's Day, the sexy adaptation of the 
scandalous navel by Choderlos de Lacio is quarantead to steam up the 
Playhouse and melt the winter ice away. Set in pre-Revolution France, 
(asons traces the affairs and machinations of two devious and decadent 
aristocrats as they make love and war * Until Feb. 17 (Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 
mat 2pm) * $12-$16 available at TIX on the Square 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEETLES Jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM (464-2424) © Until Ape 1 


(NEW PLAY "HUDE WORKS” FESTIVAL Second Playing Space, Timms 
Centre for the Arts, 87 Ave, 112 St ® Mainstage productions. © Flag by 
Jloal Crichton * Stwwwed Logic by Vincent Forcier * Hamgry by Staphanie 
Medford * Male ita Deable by Alaxondor Forsyth * Readings: * 
Masph by Audray Davenport * Imsomenda by Nikolai Witschl * Feb. 13:17 
8pm; readings: Feb, 15 and 17 (Spm) $5 (regular Festival Pass for any 
show, any night, except Frit $5 (Full Fronta! Fri Pass, to see all four shows 
on Feb, 16): The readings are free © Passes available at tho door and at U 
Of A's Fine Arts Building's 2nd Floor on Fab 8-9, 11am-1pm 


OM SUSANNAI Vaiscona Theatre, 10329-83 Avo * A Euro-style vari 
‘ty spectacle, guided by international glamour-gal Susanna Patchouli 
‘aed her co-host Eros, God of Love. * Tickets available at the daor 

Sat Feb. 2411) pm) 


PRIME TIME Varscona Theatre (448-0695) * Rapid Firn Theatre * 
Featuring Rag Fire hits, Theatresports and CHiMPAOV » Feb. 9-10 (2pm) 
© $10 (door) * Prime Tira wall be followed by regular (mie-night produc 
‘ons of Theatresports (11pm Fri) and OMMPROY (11pm Sat) 


‘THE RAPID FIRE THEATRE NOSE BOWL-HIGH SCHOOL FESTIVAL 
Enstglan High Schoo! (448-0695) * Annual favourite, Canadian Improv 
Games, a new competition including cine teams as well as the 12 
teams of Nose Bow improvisers Determine the top ranked Noss Bow! 
and champion CIG team © Feb, 14-17 (Gpm and 8:15pm) * $3 (stu 
dentl/S5 (ndultl/$15 {student festrval pass to all nine showsl/S$25 (adult 
festival pass t0 all nine shows) 


THE SIONINY LE TransAlta Arts Borns Westbury Theatre, 1038064 
‘Avo (48-9000) © By Michela Pinal, produced by Green Thumb Thesne 
(Vancouver), presented by Fringe Theatre For Young People * Grade 
fiva studant, Jessie Carrara will do anything to look parfect, but it's ger 
ting out of control. Recommended for ages 7+ oF Grados 2-7 * feb. 16 
25 (Sat-Sun matinee: 2pm; Fri night: 7pm) © $16.51 (adult}/$12.58 (ste 
dent/senior/$10.70 (child) 


UME LUNE D'EAU SALE (SALT WATER MOON) La Civt Francophone, 
2877 rue Marie-Anne-Gatoury, 91 Street, 420-1757, (459-8400) * 
Romantic comedy by Uswid French, translation by Antonine Maillet, direct- 
0 by Darvel Cournoyer, presented by 'UniThéita * A young woman's 
scorn foe her toreatwent lover, who has mpturned to woo her * Feb. 8-11, 
15-18 (Bomk: Mabnees: Feb. 11, and 1B (Zpmb seniors brunch, schoo! mat 
nee Fob. 16 (brunch tam show 12pm) * $23 (adultl/$1S (student 
brunch ond schools shows call 469-8400 ¢ Tickets at thes doce or in 
advance at LUniThadtre 469-8400 and TEX on the Square 


"You Feel It?" and "Same Old Drag" 


FOR THE WEEK 


1. The Shins - Wincing The Night Away (sub pop) 

2. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 

3. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 

4. Joanna Newsom ~ Ys (drag city) 

5, The Good, The Bad & The Queen - S/T (parlophone) 

6. Various - Endless Highway:The Music Of The Band (429) 

7. Julie Doiron -Woke Myself Up (endearing) 

8. Loreena McKennitt - An Ancient Muse (quinlan) 

9. Rachelle Van Zanten - Back To Francois (rvz) 

10. Mark Knopfier & Emmylou Hanis - All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11. Clap Your Hands Say Yeah - Some Loud Thunder (cyh) 

12. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 

13. Albert Hammond ,Jr. - Yours To Keep (rough trade) 

14, Of Montreal - Hissing Fauns, Are You The Destroyer (polyviny/) 
15, Born Ruffians - S/T (warp) 

16. AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 

17. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 

18. Apostle Of Hustle — National Anthem Of Nowhere (a&c) 

19. Bob Dylan - Modem Times (columbia) 

20. The Fratellis - Costello Music (drop the gun) 

21. Rob Crow — Living Well (temporary residense) 

22. TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (Interscope) 
23. Highwater Jug Band — S/T (hoodoo) 

24. Isis - The Absence Of Truth (Ipecac) 

25. Various — Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
26. Chad VanGaalen - Skelliconnection (fiemish eye) 

27. Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 

28. Busdriver - RoadKillOvercoat (ant) 


29, Richard Buckner & Jon Langford ~ Sir Dark Invader Vs. The Fanglord (buried treasure) 


30. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 


APPLES IN STEREO 
NEW MAGNETIC WONDER 


After 5 years of not putting out 
albums Apples In Stereo have 
kicked out New Magnetic 
Wonder a new record 25 
songs long (but a crap load 
are like 30 seconds), and some 
longer ones like anthems "Can 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Everything seemed normal at 51 Birch Street 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 


he award-golden rays of Little 


Miss Sunshine have 
thrown the apes 
‘back on the family film, 
which Hollywood eae 
turned into the dysfunc- TMS ROCKS 
tional family film, rarely forgetting the 
“fun” part. 

We've been meeting the Fockers 
and ritzing it up with the Tenenbaums 
for years. Over in the drier world of 
documentaries, Capturing the Fried- 
mans and Tarnation recently tossed us 
some loopy throwbacks to the home 
movies that North American families 
have long been making as, an unreal 
universe away, Tinseltown was build- 
ing picket-fence sets and casting for 


\“@esperate housewives. 


But even as the title of a documen- 
tary, 51 Birch Street sounds like a 
tepid family film. The family we meet 
seems as ordinary as the Port Wash- 
ington house they live in. Mother 
Mina tells her son not to shoot her 
unflatteringly from the bottom of the 
stairs as she goes into the bathroom. 
The son, documentary-maker Doug 
Block, admits that the footage of his 
parents was never meant to become 
one of his films—he was just trying to 
“capture them for posterity.” 

A few months on, though, Mina is 
no longer at the top of those plain 
wooden stairs. Three months later, 

“@&*her Mike is remarried—to former 
secretary Carol “Kitty” Duffy. They are 


FRI, FEB 9 & SUN, FEB 11 (9 PM); 
SAT, FEB 10 & MON, FEB 12 (7 PM) 


51 BIRCH STREET 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY OU BLOCK 
STARRING MIKE BLOCK AND MINA BLOCK 
METRO CINEMA, 


soon sorting through the house’s 
belongings as they prepare to sell the 
house and move to Florida. 51 Birch 
Street, Mike and Mina’s for five 
decades, and the childhood home of 
Doug and sisters Karen and Ellen, is 


Beauty may be skin deep, 


4) 
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THE MOVIEGOER 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
moviegoer @yueweekly.com 


= 
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It takes about half an hour before Jackie 
Earle Haley appears onscreen in Little 
€bildren, but we already know what he 
looks like. He plays Ronnie McGorvey, 
who's just been released from jail after 
serving two years for indecent exposure, 
and a local group (or at least one insanely 
obsessiye ex-cop) has plastered the 
neighbourhood with flyers showing Ron- 
nie’s mug shot and asking “ARE YOUR 
CHILDREN SAFE?” 

The slightly downward angle of the 
camera emphasizes his balding dome and 
gives him a vaguely insectoid appear- 
ance—he looks like the humanoid cousin 
of the grasshoppers we hear chirping 

“faintly on the soundtrack whenever the 
characters step outside. There's a desper- 
ate, ravenous look in Ronnie's eyes, but 
he doesn't look anything like the predator 
the rest of the community imagines him 
to be; he’s thin, his skin stretched tight 
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over his skull and his cheekbones. He's 
hungry but he has no idea how to feed 
himself. 

Part of the power, or even the shock, 
of Haley's performance in this film is 
that he shows up after we've spent half 
an hour in the company of Kate Winslet, 
Patrick Wilson and Jennifer Connelly, all 
of whom are playing lost, lonely subur- 
banites but who look every inch like 
movie stars. Even Winslet, whose sup- 
posedly “ordinary” physical appearance 
is frequently remarked upon, looks 
absolutely gorgeous in her practical- 
housewife wardrobe: in several scenes 
she wears a sporty one-piece red 
bathing suit with white, neatly stitched 
radii on the cups that perfectly flatters 
the curves of her body. 

Haley, on the other hand, looks jarring- 
ly like a normal person. His balding hair 
has left a weird pattern, like three fuzzy 
wedges of pie—like a half-filled-in Trivial 
Pursuit playing piece. 

(In one nighttime scene we see him in 
the distance, hanging his head while sit- 
ting on a playground swing, and he’s just 
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fading into the past. 


THE BEAUTY AND POWER of 51 Birch’ 


Street lies in its suggestion that even 
seemingly banal marriages hide pro- 
found depths and rich paradoxes. In 
his exploration of a vanished relation- 
ship that he took for granted, Doug 
Block forces himself, and us, to reflect 


on the mixed moods of our own fami- * 


lies and relationships. 
Block can no longer be a child and 
see Mina as just his mother. He tenta- 


enough out of focus for the triangles of 
hair on the top of his head to resemble 
two sunken eyes and a silently scream- 
ing mouth.) 

He’s wearing a bathing suit—Ronnie 
js hoping to take a dip in the community 
pool—and he’s short and scrawny, 
maybe 55”, pale, hairy and skinny as a 
rat. There's a closeup of his feet as he 
puts on his flippers, and his pointy 
anklebones stick out like corn-on-the- 
cob holders. His face is pockmarked, 
and you can't help but recall the agoniz- 
ingly public battle with acne that sabo- 
taged Haley's attempts in the early ‘80s 
to make the transition from child star to 
adult actor. 

Ronnie is an instant pariah in the 
pool—one by one, the parents recognize 
him from the posters and frantically order 
their kids out of thé water. “| was only 
trying to cool off!” he shouts indignantly 
as the police drag him away, but the avid 
look in Haley's eyes behind his diver’s 
mask as he gazes underwater at the chil- 
dren's legs suggests a more unwhole- 
some desire at work. 


FILM 


tively starts to read through her boxes 
of diaries, discovering a woman who 
chafed against being stuck at home 
with her children in the suburban- 
homemaker 1950s, as Mike, a WWII 
veteran, lost himself in his work as an 
engineer. As Mina told Doug years 


later, “If a woman didn’t get married 
in my generation, she was dead.” 

In families, especially, perceptions 
are relative. Mike initially seems reti- 
cent and repressed but comes alive in 
surprising ways as Doug tries to 


“TM OF TWO MINDS about Haley's Oscar- 


nominated performance in Little Children. 
On the one hand, if Haley won the award, 
it would be a thrilling comeback story: 
after drifting into straight-to-video dreck 
like Dollman and Maniac Cop 3, Haley 
(the former child star of Breaking Away 
and The Bad News Bears) finally dropped 
out of the movie business altogether in 
the early ‘90s and took a series of embar- 
rassingly small-time jobs: limo driver, 
security guard, pizza deliveryman. 

In a profile in Entertainment Weekly, 
Haley speaks very movingly about going 
before the cameras again for the first 
time in 13 years and realizing that acting 
was still part of who he was. Indeed, in 
all his interviews, Haley unfailingly 
comes across as an intelligent, dedicated 
professional who talks about his “what- 
ever happened to ... ?” years with a 
remarkable lack of self-pity. 

But oh my god, what levels of abase- 
ment his character had to descend in 
order to earn Haley that Oscar nod! The 
sequence where potential girlfriend Jane 


understand how Mina saw him a), 
how Mike saw her. At the hear: 
marriage is not simply fidelity bu: , 
abiding faith in the other, a faith tha 
may slip and strain but can return. w- 
see, read and hear more of Mike a); 
Mina, but there is still much that ca; t 
ever be totally understood. (And wh) 
about Mina’s “desire to be known 
her friend Natasha notes; what abo. 
all her poetry and prose? her work 3 
a peace activist even as she was ba 
tling on the home front?) 

This is a superbly paced and editeq 
film, perfectly scored by music collec. 
tive Machine Head. The camerawork is 
handheld, vivid and intimate, only inter 
Tupted by b&w snapshots, highlighte: 
excerpts from Minas typed diary pag 
or footage from Doug's supplementai 
job, filming weddings where the fac: 
of the brides and grooms often see» 
hard to decipher. While they may } 
a little guarded on film, Doug's family 
offers thoughtful, reflective answers 
The film suggests that any of us could 
turn our gaze on our parents’, or our 
own, public personas, trying to find the 
shifting truths beneath the masks of old 
photos and family trees. 

51 Birch Street returns the family filn 
to its gnarled, stubborn roots. Even in 
its final moments, in the darkness of 
the non-descript suburban street on a 
late autumn night, Block reminds us 
that the seemingly mundane, righ 
our dinner tables, can offer its own 
spécial, bittersweet poetry. v 


but in film, ugliness'sure isn’t 


Adams drives him home from a restaurant 
is*particularly agonizing. (Poor Jane 
Adams: between this and Happiness, 
she’s been on two of the worst dates in 
American cinema history.) 

Haley gives a brave, unshowy perform- 
ance in Little Children, but | ultimately 
felt director Todd Field took advantage o! 
that bravery—he simply doesn’t seem to 
share Haley's compassion for his charac- 
ter. Winslet and Wilson's suffering is po! 
trayed with a tenderness, an aching 
understanding for the crazy, self-destruc- 
tive yearnings that arise when you 'e 
trapped in an unhappy marriage; paley' 

suffering is grotesque, inchoate, alien. | 
don’t think Field means to say that any- 
one who looks like Haley can’t possibly 
feel normal, human emotions, but Haleys 
physicality is so striking that that’s the 
impression the film leaves you with. 

| thought Dreamgirls was a prety 
lousy movie, but if Jennifer Hudson wins 
the Oscar, it would affirm the notion that 
talent, not looks, are what should define 
you. If Haley wins the Oscar, it would 
seem to affirm the opposite principle. ¥ 


account of 
and, who 
nily about a 
‘was unem- 
ley neared the truth, he 
|. Inspired by the story, 
Laurent Cantet turned it into 
the neo-corporate parable Time Out, 
-out film of 2001. 
te tan has filmed his 1986 
novel about the illusion of identity. La 
, while bristling with exis- 
tential ibt and ennui, is altogether 
a more cryptic companion to Cantet’s 
ate titular strip of hair belongs to 
Mare Thierez (Vincent Lindon), who 
shaves it off one day. His wife Agnés 
(Emmanuelle Devos), though, doesn’t 
notice this most banal but obvious 
change. She tells Marc he's never had 
= moustache; his friends don’t notice 
any difference to Marc’s appearance. 
Mare scours the trash for clippings 
from that momentous shave; he 
searches for photos that show his 
bushy upper lip. 

As Mare sinks into a thicker fog of 
paranoia, uncertainty and apparent 
delusion, the film blankets us in a 
tragi-absurd, Beckett-like investiga- 
tion of self-identity, existence, and 
truth—are we merely whom others 
say we are? La Moustache could work 
even better on stage; the exception is 
Vincent Lindon’s wonderfully hang- 
dog, hounded face, which in close- 
ups evoke Marc's harried, bewildered 
descent into the unreality of his 
strange new life. 

The story itself, while helped by 
ominous fade-outs and the intrusions 
of a 1987 Philip Glass piece, is grip- 
pingly enigmatic. What does it all 
mean? La Moustache recalls Gogol’s 
story “The Nose,” an irresoluble oddity 
about a man who searches for that 
lost appendage. The meaning of 
Marc's dilemma is as opaque as the 
water-beaded windows he can’t see 


Fl, FEB SU, FE 1 (7PM) 

MOM, FEB 12 (8PM) 

LA MOUSTACHE 
DIRECTED BY EMMANUCL CARRERE 
WRITTEN BY CARRERE, JEROME BEAUJOUR 


STARRING VINCENT LINDON, EMMANUELLE DEVS 
METRO CINEMA, $8 
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out of, or see his reflection in, while 
skiffing through Paris in a cab. 

(Other watery glass images surface, 
from a window view of skyscrapers 
across a harbour to sunlight dappling 
a trail along water.) 


MARC'S PROBLEM COULD be an analo- 
gy for feeling defined and trapped by 
your spouse. But then the film floats 
off into a suggestion that the mous- 
tached Marc represents a different 
man, a different reality from the 
Parisian world he’s clung to so 
unthinkingly for so long. 


And there’s a haunting sequence 
that suggests Marc's new sense of the 
world comes from his rapture in the 
usual, the routine: he takes a ferry 
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rediscover a sense of comfort or find 
renewed solace in the endless wash 
of life 
Somewhere even in the repetition 
of our days, then, lies a faint hope for 
meaning, maybe, a quest for fulfill- 
ment that’s constant but futile. And as 
the film fades, Marc's eyes betray his 
dread of both starting again and 
changing course 
In those moments, La Moustache 
recalls the eerie lulls in Time Out and 
the encroaching threat of modernity 
itself in Todd Haynes's Safe (1995), as 
the ceaseless bustle and hum of con- 
temporary life overwhelms a home-4 
maker in Los Angeles 
Yet Carrére’s half-nightmare, half- 
dream vision of one man’s imprison- 
ment in his own life remains not only 
somehow satisfyingly unresolved but 
stubbornly unique. Even for Marc 
not knowing, the mystery itself, is 
0 —_ strangely beautiful. v 


OCI 


tae 


MED ACTOR OF HIS 
OLE OF A LIFETIME 


AN UNALLOVED 


DELIGHT 


ONE OF THE BEST 


NOT TO BE MISSED 


_ VENUS 


metro, 


Col NE MAR Soi 


FEBRUARY 9-12 


m by Doug Block 


Do you really want 
to know your parents? 


FRIDAY 1x0 SUNDAY sr 9:00 + SATURDAY no MONDAY sr 7:00 


SATURDAY « 9PM 


Edmonton’s only UVE INDIE TY NETWORK 
featuring the best and worst 
short films ever created in Edmonton 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave 
For more information, call 425-9212 or (eye on nig www metrocinema org 
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Just kill The Messengers 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

f characters in horror movies 
| watched horror movies, 

it would likely save 
them a lot of trouble. They 
would know bargain real 
estate that no one’s lived in Te 
for years—ever since the previous 
tenants “just sort of disappeared’—is 
always a dubious venture. They 
would know wall stains resembling 
grotesque Rosarch tests suddenly 
reappearing just after you scrubbed 


EDMONTON 
INTERNATIONAL 


FILM FESTIVAL 


THE WORLDS HOTTEST COMMERCIALS 


NIGHTLY 7:00 AND 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 


are re 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


FEB 13th 
os 
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FUNNY GUY DOES TAXES! 
Bill Samoil gives a free lec- 


FAVA is A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ARTIST RUN aon CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT MEDIA ARTISTS. 


P: 780.429.1671 
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THE MESSENGERS 

DVRECTED BY OXIDE PANE, DANY ANG 
WRITTEN BY MARK WHEATON 

STARRING KRISTEN STEWART, DYLAN MCOER- 
MOTT PENELOPE ANN MILER, 

JOHN CORBET 


them off is a sure sign that some- 
thing's fishy—bad plumbing, at the 
very least. 

But what the hell. I once lived in a 
house with phantom doorbells and a 
red-stained hatchet hidden behind a 
wall and I didn’t move away either. 
(And I hadn’t even signed a lease.) 

Even in some of the best scary 
movies, it’s easy for the disaffected to 
sit back and scoff, never mind one as 
thoroughly mediocre as The Messen- 
gers, the latest from Hong Kong’s 
Pang brothers, who attracted atten- 
tion back in 2002 with The Eye (Jian 
Gui), which is already being remade 
into an American chiller starring Jessi- 
ca Alba. What a surprise. 

Anyway, the hapless dopes terror- 
ized in The Messengers are a family in 
the midst of a make-or-break move 
from Chicago to rural North Dakota, 
where dad (immaculately groomed 
Dylan McDermott, not the most con- 
vincing farmer in the world) wants to 
harvest sunflowers. An accident 
nobody mentions has left the family 
simmering with guilt and saddled with 
a four-year-old that won't talk. And as 
luck would have it, the mute toddler 
and his untrustworthy teenage sister 
(Kristen Stewart) are the only ones 
who can see the ghosts running ram- 
pant all over the family’s newly 
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acquired farm. 

While the parent's lack of con 
cern over potentially supernatural 
activity may seem laughable, even 
less plausible is dad’s decision |, 
hire a drifter (John Corbett), who 
looks like an Allman Brother and 
carries a shotgun, after knowing th: 
guy for all of 60 seconds. The drifter 
seems nice enough I guess, but the 
murder of crows, sufficient! 
numerous to stock a remake of 7} 
Birds, that announce his arrival and 
then linger like an inarticul 
Greek chorus positively scream (1 
squawk) bad news. 


MARK WHEATON’S SCRIPT, basea on 


a story by Todd Farmer, is refreshing- 
ly mood driven but is otherwise a 
rehash that falls apart in a finale that 
makes no sense no matter what sort 
of mystic logic you might apply. The 
Pangs seem indifferent to the script’: 
deficiencies and simply belabour the 
excess of boo moments until they 
just drag. 

More annoying is the lack of imagi- 

nation exhibited in the realization o! 
the ghosts: if these “messengers’ 
a more or less regular family mur- 
dered in their home by perfectly 
earth-bound means, why do they 
materialize as naked, alabaster trol! 
who scurry along the ceiling? 

I'll you why. Because the Pangs 
have watched every Asian horror 0! 
Asian horror-influenced movie of th: 
last decade and it hasn’t occurred to 
them yet that there might be another 
way of doing this. Let’s hope it dawns 
on them soon. ¥ 
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THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184 gory 


THE DEPARTED conse 
scored) Daly 1225, 235, 830,920 RBA comes ngrage stances 


Oey 725 


NOTES ON A SCANDAL (144 crattire theres, 
Coarse language) Fil Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:30: Sat-Sun 
155, 356, 7:15, 230 


Mature themes} Fil 5:15, 7:20, 9:0" Sat-Sun 1230, 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144 vicence, dcturtin: od 
3:00, 5:15, 70, $50; Mon-Thu 730, 9:50 0 pene 


TES ON A SCANDAL (144 mature theres, tent Digtal) Davy 12:15, 325, 7:00, 10:15 


(Soars language} Fri-Tue Thu 1:10, 4:10, 7215, 2:30; 
Wed 1:10, 4:10, &45 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Fi 5:10, 7:10; 


CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, seat rer 
‘Sat-Sun 12:35, 245, 5:10, 7:10: Mon-Thu 7:10 Sees 


recommended for young children, Digital} Daily 1:00, 
3:45, 710, 10:00 


(9094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended 
BABEL (144. mature there: not recommendad for one SALAAM E ISHQ: A TRIBUTE TO LOVE (PO, SSE Ghctareiten cede ARTHUR AND 5 
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t PaRILSHL - pe ‘ = Sa Sa en REET RN Ft young chidren. Digit) Fri-Tue 2-20, 5.00, 7:20, 
CINEMA AT THE CENTRE (PG, crude content, sexual content, not MISS POTTER (G) Fri Mon-Thu 635; Sat 1:00, 5:00, 7.00, 2:40; Sat-Sun 12-55, 2:50. 500, 7:00, 10:06 
Necommendied for crikiren) Daily 1:20, 4:30, 7:25, 330, 835; Sun 1:00, 635 40, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40 
ae NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
Winston Churchill Square 496-7070 UTTRE CHILDREN (184, sexe conteng frivion- --PLUSHED AWAY (G) Fr4:50, 6:50, 2:00; Sat-Sun for young chikren, Digta) Daly 12:35, 3:20, 6:45 
LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (144, gory scenes, Thu 650, 940, Sat-Sun 1:08. R 12:40, 2:40, 4:50, 6:50, 9:00; Mon-Thu €:50, 9:00 ct 
A SILENT LOVE (PG, , 405, 650, 2:40 30 
Piss Rossier |. Mature theme) Wedd 6:30 ‘sublitied) Fri-Tus 12:20, 3.20, 6:20, 9:15 STRANGER 
CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184, gery Bend TRA ERATION ED £2 450, 7200 CASINO ROYALE (144, volenca, Digi Daby 1 
of Haiti's demo- ae ee oe scares) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:45: SatsSunt20, 410, S45: Sst Sun 1:10, 4:90. 7:20, 9:45; Mon-Thu 720, 12-20, 3:40, 6:40, 9:55 
Cinema 12; 3633-99 St. 463-5451 10, 45 
ident Aristide. AEME- ba MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG. Digits) Wied-Th 
be u 1245 
eee rae 14:15; Day 1:45, 4:25, 7:15, THE LAST SIN EATER (PG, viceroa, ngttering DEJA VU (144) Daty 10 3:45, 720, 10:00 
}, Fri-Sat late show 1) scenes) = . “Hr 
ad Soe NA Mian NOBTH EDMONTON CINEMAS SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON. | 
BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE (1A) Sat-Sun 11 i 
| Vanessa Bauche, Noél a aaneeo vis  iee 20, HANNIBAL RISING (18A, gory scene, bral o- oa 14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2228 1525-99 St, 496-8585 
C na Sal r star in Loterfa ), 7-40, 10:00; Fri-Sat late show 12:20 lence) Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:40; Mon-Thu 4:00, (CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Sat-Sun 1:30, 440 ae 
NORBIT (PG, crude content, seal content, not NORBIT (PG, crude contertt, c 
74 Ms tert, Sexual Cont 
zal all pet 00, 9:40 GRANDIN THEATRE recommended for chidren) Detly 12-30, 2:50, 5:15, recommended for chicren) Daty 1 a) 
Ege aust hil POMIIT (RO ithe cocoa etd caved. ed Grandin Mat. Sic Wh 7:40, 10-15 Sa! 
metranges to marry a Cd Tecommendied for chiciren) Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:50, 720, St. Albert, 458-9822 HANNIBAL RISING cones HANN 
bd an bride, with both finding that THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young 9:45: Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:20, 245 hitb rae pee, i ih dee 5, brutal Ao: ie Fee ‘ 
‘ ude Content, sequal Content, not 7 Y: ce} 450, 7 
a rough ride. STANLEY A MILNER es) Daly OR DA S50, 640,25, FtSSt NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (not recorerreed_FODaTYrrce ocr To 105, Sr etd edt VOR peta, 055 S rea aes 
poner) for young children) Fit-Sun 1:50, 4:40, 7:10, 9:35 7:20, 9:20; We Thu 1:05, 3:10, 6:15, 7:20, 9:20 nae 1 Ga Laas : ae 
HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 11:05; Daly Mon-Thu 4140, 7:10, 9:95 ite £ x f ee ea gd 
1:05, 3:05, 5:10, 7:35, 9:45; Fria tate show 11:50 Ease Ca eae ere THE MESSENGERS (4A, tightening aoenes) Daly 
oe a EPIC MOVIE (144) Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:00, 5:10, 7:45, THE QUEEN (PG) Fri-Tue 12:55, 7:06; Wed-Thu 12:50, 3:10, 520, 6:00, 10:40 
Kabin Fever: 14 10:00; Mon-Thu 5:10, 7:45, 10:00 . : een 
Iba. ‘and Louis Gossett Jr star in BORAT (144, cosrae language, saxual content aa Sy a 1256, 7.05 BABEL (14A mature themes, not recommended (or EPIC MOVIE (144) Cty cana 
4 A ACES ‘SCENES, Volence) c " a 0. 9:55 5 
‘s Family Reunion director Tyler Kruge Content, not recommenced tor chficker}) Sete Fi-Sun 1:20, 3:45, 6:50, 9:25; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:25, ii oe Ae a Nag ala CT stl ae a ve 
$ romantic comedy about a success- Bee ae aimee be Seer D Os SMOKIN' ACES (184, gory scones, brutal clence) SMOKIN’ ACES (184 i+ 
A = late show 11:55. 4 r Daly 2:00, 5:10, 7:50, 10:35 Ce 2-10, 2 
lawyer who falls in love with a THE MESSENGERS (144 ferwering tones) NOME CAN Fr tuna, 7:10,9810 gl es 
OPENS WED, FER 4 OPEN SEASON(G) Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:10, 4:15 Sun 12:45, 2:50, 4:50, 6:55, 9:05; Mon-Thu 4:50, NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommendad - EPIG MOVIE (14A) Dally 1:10, 3:20, 5:20, 8:10, CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, » 
‘ M THE PRESTIGE (144) Fi, Mon-Thu 1:20, 4:15, 655, 905 for young chidren) Prius 1:15, 4:55 10:20 recommended for young children 
oe ; : 7.00, 0:45 
HANNIBAL RISING Gaspard Ulliel, Rhys 7:10, 9-55; Sat Sun 7:10, 9:55 BECAUSE | SAID 0 (144) Fi-Sun 1:10, 3:10, DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse lanauage, mature CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, sent content, nat ae 
img p y STRANGER THEN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 11:30; 5.15, 7:35, 9:50, Mon-Thu 5:15, 7785, 9:50 themes) Fri-Tue 1:20, 3:50, 6:25, 8:65; WedThu recommended for young chadren) Dally 1:30, 4:20, PAN'S LABYRINTH (144, brute! \ 
HansandDominie Weststanin Girl witha | omy200,4as,720.050;Fi-sstwestow 1215 THEpURGUTTOF HAPPYNESS PC) D@yew, > 28-825.885 75, 10:00 errrrende for chron, s.otted) 
HAPPYNESS 3 = 6:45, 9:40 
Pe 2 Peter oil ices en poe 015 THE MESSENGERS (14A, ‘rahtening scones) Ft PAN'S LABYRINTH (14, brute veienca, not rec r 
Tus 1:30, 9:20, 5:30, 7-30, 9:25; Wed-Thu 1-30, emmendiad for criidren, subtiied) Daily 1:40, 4:20, 
tells the story of a teenage 7.25, Fri-Sat late show 11:00 CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G)FiSun 200, 425:Mor sy eno 7cto os atten, 
an nd his sister after their parents FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:25; Dally 1:40, Thu 4:25 Aaa” 
were killed in WWII 55, 7.05, 9:15; Fri-Sat late show 11:40 aires ae TRu fate tel oer, oak MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Wed-Thu 1°15 3:15 STOMP THE YARD (PG, coame lerquage} Daly STOMP THE YARD (PG, ooerse lenquage) Fri Wed 
fb hh - RO TE 2:10, 5:00, 7:40, 10:25 230, 5:00, 7:40, 10:90; Thu 2:20, } 
5:10 7:15 9:15 h a 2:30, 5:00, 7 10:30; Thu 2:30, 10-% 
: WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daty 1:20, 4105, 655, ‘ommended for chidren) Fri-Tus 6:35, 9:10; Wed-Thu maar F 5 t 
1 COULD NEVER BE YOUR WOMAN 920; FiSat ete ae 8:10, 6:30 LEDUC CINEMAS ARTH INVISIBLES (G) Daly 1210 ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Daly 12:15 
nis Peas : iAPPY FEET ri. a 4762-50 St, Leduc, 996-2728 DREAMGIRLS (PG, cosree Ienquags, mature FREEDOM WAITERS (PG, cos ienquage. \o- 
Michelle Pfeiffer, Tracey Ullman and DEJA WU (144) Sat-Sun 10:50 Dally 1:25, 4:10, Aen TAD TO themes) Fri Sun-Tue 12:40, 9:50, 6:40, : ead Fit Te 1:30, 7:15 ee 
Min! A . 7:00, 0-35; Fit-Sat late show HANN ai er 
Henry Winkler star in Clueless director ce ee eee ee ae ee aces < CHILDREN OF MEN (144 
ina’ i Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 iiidren) Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:35, 6:20, 9:20; Mon-Tue J , 9:25; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:25 (144 oo 
Amy Heckerling’s romantic comedy about Nae PSea Tr fe WOmRINA pt recon = ice sunt, 400/645, 220 
rwh i A APOCALYPTO (14A) Daly 1905, 3:50, 6:40, 9:25; ae THE MESSENGERS (144, frightening scenes) Dally for young chitdren) Day 1:50, 4:50, 7:95, 10:10 45, 9:20 
a mother who falls in love with a younger < popes MUSIC AND LYFUCS PG) West 440,708, —»-7:10, 020° EarSin 1256, 220 
man, while her daughter falls in love for 920 3 THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (6) Fr Wet DREAMGIRLS (PG, coarse lara.eae, metre 
the first time ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Sat-Sun 11:15; Daily 1:40, SMOKIN’ ACES (18, gory scares, brutal viclenoe) 1:20, 4,00, 7:00, 9:45; Thu 1:20, 4:00, 9:45 themes} Daly 12:50, 320. 6 . 


_ ie 
METRO TV FAVA and Metro Cinema have 
invited local filmmakers to show their 
shorts on a monthly basis. The audience 
gets to vote on whether or not the film- 
makers: get to make another short for the 
ay month. ZEIDLEA HALL, THE CITADEL; SAT, 


LA Vincent Lindon, 
Emmanuelle Devos and Mathieu Amalric 
star in Retour a Kotelnitch director 
Emmanuel Carrérre’s drama about a man 
who shaves off his long-standing mous- 


_ things as well? Read Brian Gibson's 
sh 43. TEIDLER HALL THE CITADEL; 
11 (7 PM); MON, FEB 12 (@ Ph) 


LYRICS Drew Barrymore, 
and Scott Porter star in Two 
ctor Marc Lawrence's 
bout a washed-up 
5 up with a wordsmith to 
pop song, leading the 


4:45, 725, 9:55, Fri -Sat late show 12:20 


BLOOD AND CHOCOLATE (14A, gory scenes, 
‘brutal Vilenee) Sat-Sun 11:35; Daily 1:45, 4:30, 
7:10, 920; Fri Sat tate show 11:35 


THE GOOD GERMAN (144, coarse language) Sat- 
‘Sun 11-20; Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00; Fri Sat 
late show 12:20 


HAPPILY W'EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 11:25, Daty 
1:55, 4:25, 7:05, 9:10; Fri Sat late show 11:20; 
ids Kabin Fever 1.55. 

THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for yourig 
chiicren) Sat-Sun 10:50; Daily 1-30, 4:10, 6:55, 9°35; 
Fil Sat late show 42:05 

BORAT (144. coarse language, sexual content, 
crude content, not recommended for chiidren) Sat 
‘Sun 11:05; Daly 1.25, 320. 5:15, 7:90, 8:45; Fri 
Sat leta-show 11:60 


505 


THE GOOD SHEPARD (144) Fri Mon Thu 1:00, 
220, 7A, 11:05 Sat Sun 745, 11:05 
FLUSHED AWAY (G) Sat-Sun 11:00; Datly 1:05, 
3:10, 5:10, 7:15, 9:16; Fri -Sat late stew 11-30 
WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Daily 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 
920, Fri -Set late show 1205 


DEJA VU (144) Sat-Sun 10255; Daly 1.85, 4:15, 
TOD, 940; Fri Sat tate show 1210 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 


HERWOOD PARK 


NORBIT (PG, crude content, sexual content. not 
recommenced for chikirean) Fri-Sun 12:30, 3:15, 
7:00, 10;00; Mon-Thu 7:00, 10:00 


HANNIBAL RISING (184. gory sosnes, brutal Yo- 
lence) Fri-Sun 12:45, 3:45, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 
7:15, 1015 


PAN’S LABYRINTH (144, brutal violence, not reo- 
‘ommended for chikiren, sublitiec) Fri-Sun 12:55, 
3:50, 6:40, 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:45 


THE MESSENGERS (144, tightening scenes) Fri- 
Sun 1:10, 3:40, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 730, 9:50 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (144) Fri-Sun 12.40, 3:25, 
6:30, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:30, 220, 


SMOKIN’ ACES (164, gory scenes, Orutal Violence) 


(CATCH AND RELEASE (PG, sexe! content, not 
magenmended for young chlarent Fri-Sun 1:25, 
£00, 645, 9:30, Mon-Thu 6:45, $30 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (5) Fri-Sun 12:50 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (9°G, nol meoommendes 
for young chikkiren) Fri-Sun 1235, 3:20, 6:25, 0:15; 
Mon-Thu 6:25, 0:15 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fri-Sun 
B10, 620, 9:35; Mon-Tus 6:20, 9:35 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Wed Thu 6:35, 935 


Daly 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:30 
HAPPILY N' EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 1:00, 315 
EPIC MOVIE (14A) Dally 7:05, 9:10 

Camrose. 780-608-2144 


HANNIBAL RISING (184. gory scenes, brutal vio 
lence) Dally 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun 1:50 


ORBIT (PG, corude content, seam content. not 
recommencied for children) Day 7:00, 9:05; Sat, 
Sun 2:00 


BECAUSE | SAID SO (144) Dally 7:05, 9:15 

ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Sat, Sun 2:05 
EPIC MOVIE (14A) Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sal, Sun 240 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Daly 700. 
9:15; Sun 1:00, 215 


9828-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
LA MOUSTACHE (STC) Fa Sun 7:00; Mon 9:00 

61 BIRCH STREET (51 Sat Mon 7:09, Sun 9:00 
METRO TV: EPISODE 1 (STC) Sat @00 

THE HEAVENS CALL (STG) Thu 715 

PLANET OF STORMS (STC Thu 200 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, Violence, disturbing con: 
ten) Daly 3:90, 6:45, 9:50 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:45 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: | PURITAN! 
(Classification not avaitable) Sat 11:30 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Wed-Thy 1:15, 3:50, 
7:10, 9:40 


10937-82 Ave, 433-0728 


VENUS (144, coarse language mature themes) Daly 


7-00, 9:00; Sat Sun 2:30 


PARTITION [14A, viclenoe) Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat 
Sin 200 


SILVERCITY WEM 


: sai for young chidren) Day 6:55, 9:00; Sat, Sun 1:55 WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 

tache, only to find that his wife doesn't STRANGER THEN FICTION (PG) Sat-Sun 11:20; ran eee ee Ne ANNEAL RISING (1A gory somes, ruts vo Ee ee 

notice, eventually telling him that he Daly 200, 4:40, 7:20, 950; F Sat a show 12.19 EPO MOVIE(IAA)ALSin 100,390,650 925; ET () I. ys Cay 1:00, £00, 790, 10:15 ‘THE DEPARTED (184, coarse eno 
Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:25 sa Fri Mon-Tue 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:16, 4:20, 7:3 

never had one. {s he imagining other OPEN SEASON (G) Sat-Sun 19:15, 1:16, 3:15, 205 Main St, Soruce Grove 972-2332 i Sa Jon: Tue 7:30, Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 7:30, 


recommenced for chidran, Digital) Daily 12-30, 3:50, 


7:00, 9:45 

THE MESSENGERS (144, frightening scenes, 
Digital) Dally 12:45, 3:45, 7:15, 10:05 
BECAUSE I SAID $O (14, Digtal) Davy 12:50, 
350, 7:25, 1005 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPERI- 
ENCE (PG, not recortmendied tor young chiaren, 
(Oigtal MAN) Fri-Sun 12:00, 5: 10, 7245, 10-20: More 
Thu 236, &10, 7:45, 1020 


HAPPY FEET: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE (G, 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recommended 
for young chicren) Day 1:50, 4:40, 7. 


20. 10. 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Dally 120, 
4:15, 7:10, 10:00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing con 
tend) Daly 2:45, 7:15, 1020 


(CASINO ROYALE (144, violence} Dally 1 
650, 10:00 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1240 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: | PURITAN! ENCORE 
PRESENTATION (Ciassification not avaliable) Sat 
11:30 


MUSIC AND LYRICS (PG) Wed-Thu 130 
7:15, 9:50 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fi Mon-Thu 6:25, 
12:55, $35,625, 9.00 


00; Sat-Sun 


HANNIBAL RISING (1 
Jence} Fri Mon-Thu 6:45, 9: 


45, £20 


‘THE LAST SIN EATER (PG, violence, 
flon-Thu 6:00, B40; Sat 
S40 


MUSIC AND LYRICS [PG) Wed-The 7:00, 230 


| __ WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


(1) 780-352-3822 


eee WEST MALL Miia 

love. 0 FEB 14 a Ames 8712-109 St. 432-0728 HANNIBAL RISING {18A gory scones. bru > 

HANNEBAL RISING (184, gory scorms. 8882-170 St. 444-1829 SMOKIN ACES (184 gory soanes, brutal violence =rcx Dally 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:05, 335 
; ‘THE WORLD?S HOTTEST COMMERCIALS. erg 25; Sat 25 
Jence) Dally 12:40, 3:60, 7:00, 8:80 Ling Digtal Daly 12:25, 325, 7:05, 10:16 e 
Qaty 7:00, 0:00; Sat Sun 200 APOCALYPTO (144 gory scones, brutal violence} THE MESSENGERS (144 frightening sosnes) Dai: 

Se cea TE eee omIO DSC wean pan 
rrmended fbr chicren, Spares scbttias) Osty 920 commended for chicreri) Daly 12:20, $10, 630. c 
12:50, 3:50, 645, F40 2950 Calaary Trail, 436-6977 925 SMOKIN" ACES (154 gory scenes, brutal woience} 


to get out of his 
cer tie woman 


SMOKIN' ACES (164, gory scones, brLtst vinlence) 
Fii-Te 1,00, 400, 7:10, 10:00; Wed-Thy 1:40, 4:35, 
7:20, 110 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (144. gory cannes. 
s.bttied) Pn Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4225, 
m= 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (144) Fri 460, B50, Sat 
‘Sun 12:45, 4:40, 850, Mon-Thu 650 


LITTLE MISS GUNSHINE (144, cose erquege. 


‘THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG, Digits) Daily 
1240, 4,00, &56, 9:50 


<a) 


Day 6:55, 9:20, Sat-Sun 1:1 
HAPPILY N’ EVER AFTER (G) Sat-Sun 1:00, 315 


EPIC MOVIE (144) Dally 7:05, S10 
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— Band With" Ymothy Dalton 


HERESY! 


PAUL SPARROW-CLARKE 
heresy @vueweek!y.com 


In Heresy!, Vue Weekly invites its film 
reviewers to either champion a film that 
everyone else thinks is trash, or to trash 
a film that everyone else regards as art. 


Don't believe me; Daniel Craig said it 
too: “Timothy Dalton was great in the 
part.” The part of course being James 
>Bond 007, created in 1953 by English 
author lan Fleming, and brought to the 
screen in the longest-running film series 
of all time, starting with Dr No in 1962. 

Since the debut of former lorry driver 
Sean Connery as Bond, five more actors 
have taken on the role, with varying 
degrees of success and popular accept- 
ance. Connery is generally accepted as 
the best, Roger Moore the most light- 
weight but crowd-pleasing, Brosnan the 
most populist, and newcomer Daniel 
Craig the most critically-acclaimed (note 
the BAFTA nomination for Best Actor) 
while still being highly popular. Craig 

ysileserves the accolades he’s received for 
Casino Royale—he is superb in the 
role—but one actor is usually swept 
under the rug (George Lazenby at least 
is given a dismissive shrug) and that is 
Welsh actor Timothy Dalton. 

Dalton took over from the “Disco 
Bond” Roger Moore, who had been 
reduced to the dire comedic antics of 
Octopussy and A View to a Kill, and he 


FEBRUARY 9 
Tim O’Brien 


FEBRUARY 23 


Songs in the Round Special 


Maynard Kolskog 


MARCH 9 
Hot Toddy 


Tickets: 


Steered the series back into spy thriller 
territory in a much-needed course cor- 
rection. A serious dramatic actor with 
roots on the stage and in Shakespeare- 
an roles, Timothy Dalton studied lan 
Fleming's original novels and played the 
part as a romantic hero, who is also 
deadly, determined and used to living 
life on the edge. 


HIS DEBUT AS BOND was 1987's The Liv- 
ing Daylights, a screenplay that was origi- 
nally fashioned when the actor who was 
to play 007 was unknown. The Living 
Daylights, then, has only a few scenes 
obviously tailored to Dalton’s interpreta- 
tion, but it draws upon some Fleming 
material in the opening scenes (taken 
directly from the short story of the same 
name), and injects a generally more seri- 
ous tone. Dalton shines in the darker 
edges of the film and is in command of 
the screen from the first moments. 

As Bond, Timothy Dalton actually 
looks like a professional secret agent 
who could kill someone when the cir- 
cumstances dictate it. In the opening 
sequence of The Living Daylights, Bond 
is assigned to aid a defector by spotting 
and assassinating their KGB sniper/pro- 
tector. Up in a deserted apartment Dal- 
ton calmly, but with an undercurrent of 
tension, prepares for the kill. 

Later, there's a scene where Bond 
traps Russian intelligence chief Pushkin 
(John Rhys-Davies) and prepares to 
assassinate him. The look on Dalton’s 
face as he directs Pushkin to “Get on 
your knees. Hands behind your back” is 


Paul Levins 
Rhonda 0’Connell 
Terry Nadasdi 
Marty Siltanen 


Southside Sound * 10342 Whyte Ave © (pickup only 432-7503) 
Tix on the Square » 9930-102 Ave © (pickup or charge by phone 420-17 
$15 advance (plus service charge) * $17 door Te ES 


dead-on—you believe he could actually 
kill in cold blood. 
In Dalton’s second Bond adventure, 


Licence to Kill, he pushes 007 into even - 


darker territory, into bloody, single-mind- 
ed pursuit of revenge, even quitting the 
secret service and getting egg on his 
face as he unintentionally fouls up a 
sting operation on the object of his 
revenge, Franz Sanchez (Robert Davi). 
When a British agent attempts to bring 
Bond in, Dalton’s terse, spat response— 
“Piss off’—is right on target with the 
lan Fleming novels. 

But he is equally convincing in the 
love scenes, which he plays similar to 
his roles in film versions of Wuthering 
Heights and Jane Eyre. His Bond is less 
of the leering playboy that Moore 
slipped into, and more of a romantic 
who stays mostly true to one woman in 
the story as per Fleming, and puts 
greater emphasis on seduction rather 
than bed-hopping. His weakness is in 
delivering the de rigueur one-liners, but 
part of the blame has to be laid at the 
feet of the screenwriters for providing 
such poor material. 

Though Daniel Craig gets much credit 
for putting a more dramatic spin on the 
character of James Bond, it started with 
Timothy Dalton. Dalton helped rescue 
the series from the comic doldrums and 
retum it just a little to the literary roots 
with a relatively fresh and bold empha- 
sis on the human side of Bond. His con- 
tributions to the most successful film 
series of all time deserve much more 
Tespect and appreciation. w 


mEE description of Tim O'Bnenthe 
no mistake, as a family man, O'Brien is happily 
@7sconced in Nashwile with wife Kit and son Joel. (Son 
eckson also ves in town.) But as a musician and a student of 
 Tusic, Tim Never sits stil and he never gets complacent about 
TiS TisSon as an artist. He's said many tes that his idea of 
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JC is in the house 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
f you've been following the news 
| at all, you've probably 
come across some 
salacious tidbits about 
Ted Haggard, the former 
presen of the Ameri- THSROCKS 
can National Association of Evangeli- 
cals and advisor to George W. 

After a male prostitute came for- 
ward, alleging that not only was 
Haggard gay but also a crystal meth 
user, the popular reverend went 
through a three-week cycle of anti- 
gay counselling. On Feb 6, newspa- 
pers across the US reported that 
Haggard is now “completely hetero- 
sexual” and “cured.” 

Although Haggard only makes up 
a small part of the frightening Jesus 
Camp, if his presence is what it 
takes to get politically apathetic folks 
to watch this documentary, then 
that’s just fine by me. 

There is so much “terrorist,” 
“Islamic extremist” and “Muslim mili- 
tant” rhetoric that we often don’t 
notice the extreme measures that the 
Christian right take to get its own 
message across. 

Through the eyes of New York 
directors Heidi Ewing and Rachel 
Grady, we are offered a rare and vir- 
tually non-judgmental peak into the 
lives of some Evangelical Christian 
children in Missouri. 

The two children that heavily 
inform the film, Levi, 12, and 
Rachael, 9, spend most of their days 
with lessons about God—with cre- 
ation-based ideology in their home- 
schooling materials that include such 
lessons as, “science doesn’t prove 
anything” and fun Creation Adventure 
videos. Both heavily take part in 
their churches by giving sermons and 
spreading the word to anybody 
who'll listen (I mean, there aren't too 
many people, non-believers or not, 
who would tell a kid to get lost). They 
also have taken part in an ongoing 
anti-abortion protest on the steps of 
the US Supreme Court in Washing- 
ton, DC, and regularly pledge alle- 
giance to the Christian flag. 

Through pastors like Becky Fisch- 
er, who brags that it only takes her 
minutes to convert a child to Chris- 


> | NOW ON DVD 


| JESUS CAMP 
DURECTED BY HEIDI EWING, RACHEL GRA 
FEATURING BECKY FISHER, TED HAGGARD, 
MIKEPAPANTOIO 


tianity, kids learn that sin is equal to 
rebellion and that the world j 
mess, at war, and either the kids 

a part of fighting this war against the 
Devil, or they are sinners. 

Fischer sees herself as a radicz 
person who is training warriors, but 
she denies that she is training “he: 
kids” to be political, and opposed 
her “terrorist” counterparts, she has 
the “truth.” 


THE GENIUS OF the Jesus Camp is tha 


there are very few hints as to th 
bias of the directors—unlike, saj 
Michael Moore doc. Ewing and 
Grady allow their subjects speak for 
themselves, and watching Fische: 
Levi and Rachael, you'll either b 
with them 100 per cent you'll grow 
very, very frightened. 

One of the hints, though, is Hag 
gard, whose brash personality acts 
as something of a wakeup. He disse 
young Levi when the boy introduce 
himself as a pastor-in-the-makin 
and pretty much tells the camere 
that he is in love with the power he 
holds over the American electorate 

(His smile just made me fee! 
dirty—and that was before I madc 
the association that this was the gu) 
who counselled his gayness away.) 

But as the film digs deeper, taking 
us from the Kansas City suburbs to 
the week-long intensive Bible camp 
you begin to get a sense that regard 
less of your own beliefs, these pe 
ple are training their kids to not be 
able to relate to those who are diffe! 
ent (75 per cent of American home 
schooled kids are Evangelicals) and 
to not be able to take anything lightly 
(if there is a glitch in the sound sys 
tem at camp, it’s the Devil's work) 
And most chilling is that they teach 
their children that America is sup 
posed to be God's nation, that it !s 
their generation's job to reclaim ‘he 
US for Christ. 

Would that make Canadians infi- 
dels? vw 


1 / ross@vueweekly.com 
et’s assume, for the sake of 
r thal anyone reading 
has at least a rough idea of 
at the term “emo” means—or, if 
not, that explaining it is a job best left 
to the internet or MuchMusic or 
something. There is some debate as 
to what “emo” actually is, a debate 
that is apparently a little contentious 

those who worry about things 
like this, and, trust me, it’s not that 
interesting of a discussion—and, as 
previously mentioned, it’s all been 
played on the internet several times 
over, anyway. 

But, all that having been said, in as 
much as there exists such a thing as 
emo, the better question is really not 
“what is emo,” but, instead, “Where 
the hell did it go?” 

it was only a few years ago that the 
independent music scene in Western 
Canada (and, it could be argued, 
especially in Edmonton) was domi- 
nated by bands who chugged their 
guitars, shifted their time signatures, 
sang (or, you know, screamed) about 
~ their feelings—you know, emo bands. 
In 2007, however, this scene is 
more the domain of stylishly ironic 
electro-rock, hard-and-fast throwback 
punk, retro-flavoured disco and New 
Wave imitators and even hip hop than 
it is the home of earnest, emotive, 
angrily melodic heavy guitar acts. 
Sure, in the mainstream corporate 
rock universe, bands that offer a calcu- 
lated, commercial, easily-marketable 
translation of the genre remain in 
“high rotation,” but the way was paved 
for the success of Billy Talent and 
Alexisonfire and the like by more sin- 
cere, more independent (and, undeni- 
ably, more interesting) bands that 
operated within local scenes like 
Edmonton’s, which was once burgeon- 
ing but now appears, at least at a casu- 
al glance, to have vaporized. What 
€ver happened to emo in Edmonton? 


“TM REALLY STARTING TO NOTICE that 
emo has become more based on fash- 
jon than music,” bemoans Calen Stuck- 
el, who drummed for Spruce 
Grove-area emo holdouts Transit Radio 
before moving to Kelowna to join the 
oriented Glory Nights. 
_ “is funny, because the reason the 
Kids started dressing this way or act- 
ing this way was because they were 
into this music, but now they still are 
> the style but have left the music 
behind.” 
__ Stuckel doesn’t bristle (well, not as 
‘much as some) at the idea that his 
‘Music fits so well into a categorization 
that many bands seem to aggressively 
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eschew (‘I don’t go out of my way to 
be really emo,” he insists, “but if the 
songs we're writing end up being 
thought of in that way, it’s not any- 
thing to be upset about.”); to him, the 
aesthetical trappings of the genre have 
become completely disconnected from 
what the music says or how it sounds. 

“Back when I was in Transit Radio, 
I'd really defend it and say that we 
were more punk than emo,” he 
laughs, “but I realize now that toa 
‘mainstream listener’ any band with 
tattoos and earplugs and all that is 


automatically an emo band.” 

“| think emo has become an aes- 
thetic,” agrees local producer and 
visual artist Bryan Kulba, a member of 
now-defunct Edmonton scene lumi- 
naries like the Buddy System and the 
Wolfnote. “What was emo for a long 
time is not what emo has become.” 

Kulba believes that the commoditi- 
zation and cultivation of the “emo 
image” at the expense of the music 
was, while inevitable, inextricably 
linked to the early forms of band net- 
working websites that were becoming 
popular at the time. 

“You look at something like 
mp3.com [a precursor of MySpace, 
basically, for those too young or too 
old to remember it}, and there was a 
lot of bands that got huge play just 
because they were slightly different 
than what was on the radio,” he says. 
“People were latching on to this stuff 
because it was something that the 
mainstream didn’t have its hooks into, 
so all of a sudden a little band from 
Kamloops or something is getting 


heard by kids on the other side of the 
country, and that was pretty new. 

“All of a sudden, people were 
becoming exposed to stuff that was a 
little bit edgier than the mainstream 
and maybe a little bit more interesting 
than what was on MuchMusic, but the 
internet provides absolutely no con- 
text,” Kulba continues. "All you have 
is an mp3 and a picture.” 


FOR KULBA, it is this emphasis on 


image and superficiality—a develop- 
ment that seems antithetical to the 
culture's original spirit—that discredit- 
ed the genre. 

“How many pictures of Sunny Day 
Real Estate has anyone ever seen? 


Does anyone have any idea what they 
even look like?” he laughs. “Nowa- 
days, all the bands have these big 
headshots and these well-cultivated 
images. Kids start bands with the idea 
of ‘making it big’ based on the popu- 
larity of this image. 

“{t’s all very calculated,” he says. “I 
guess the idea behind it or the mes- 
sage behind got lost, and that’s disap- 
pointing—we certainly had a doctrine 
that we felt was emo at the time, but 
it’s like hardcore or anything else, in 
that it changes all the time and means 
different things to different people 

“It seems less fun now,” he adds. 
“When you're 20 years old, you 
shouldn't be thinking about marketing 
strategies.” 

Edmonton ex-pat Eli Klein, an 
important local all-ages promoter 
who got his start in emo's Edmonton 
heyday, agrees that everything about 
emo—even the fashion—shifted dras- 
tically in those years. 

“It went from this sort of shy, book- 
ish, sweater-vest kind of guy to this 
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girls-jeans-and-make-up sort of 
thing,” he remembers, noting that he 
looks back at emo as just one of many 
phases that music scenes go through. 

“It was a wave like any other, but it 
produced some great bands and some 
great relationships. were formed, and 
it was certainly an important moment 
in Edmonton's musical history,” he 
says, remembering his earliest 
encounter with the local emo phe- 
nomenon. 

“It was probably about 1995, and | 
was sitting beside a kid who was 
working a merch table at a hall show 
in the west end, and Bryan Kulba 
came up and asked if he had any emo 
CDs,” he laughs. “That was the first 


time | remember hearing that word, 
and | started to dig around and find 
out what that meant.” 

Kulba laughs at the recollection 
(and so do I, mostly because the first 
time | ever heard of emo was from 
Klein, when he asked me if a band 
forming at the high school we were 
both attending at the time was “at all 
emo?”), but notes that discussions of 
this type haven't likely happened at 
all-ages punk shows or in high school 
hallways in years—well, within the 
city limits, anyways. 

“Every summer I get emails from 
two or three bands a week that look 
exactly the same and sound exactly 
the same and all come from small- 
town Canada all looking for shows,” 
he explains. “Every single town has a 
band exactly like that, and there's 
nothing special about it, because it’s 
based on a very limited formula. 

“Obviously, in more cosmopolitan 
areas, kids can be a little more ahead 
of the curve, but kids in the suburbs 
are the same everywhere; in some 
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ways, the smaller towns or the sub- 
urbs are a little less plugged in, and 

the first point of contact for music for 

these kids is music videos, which are 

all about image,” he continues. “The 

audience is there because that’s what 

the audience really knows. If you had 

a really arty noisy band like Aids Wolf 
playing North Battleford, the kids 
there wouldn't get it and they would- 
n’t want to get it. There’s no point of 
contact or common ground.” 

Not that Kulba feels as if whatever 
is being listened to in suburban base- 
ments from Sherwood Park to Strath- 
more is somehow an affrent to early * 
emo bands. 

"| don’t really think I took any huge 
offence to anyone calling a shitty, 
tight-pantsed, super-crazy guitar 
move band emo,” he laughs. “Things 
change—I mean, the world was going 
to shit 30 years ago and it still is.” 


BACK IN KELOWNA (population 


105 621—I’m just saying), Stuckel 
sees his local emo scene flourishing, 
and even he’s noticed that his band’s 
music seems to go over better in 
towns with bigger backyards and 
smaller populations. 

“When Transit Radio would go on 
tour, we'd have shows in big citie> 
that would go alright, but in small 
towns the kids would get way more 
into it,” he admits, going so far as to 
suggest that maybe suburban kids like 
emo mostly because it’s simply the 
edgiest thing mainstream commercial 
music conglomerates seem to have 
embraced and made accessible ; 

“| started drumming not because | 
wanted to have a band, but because I 
had nothing better to do. But then, of 
course, there were all these other kids 
that are doing the same things, and 
eventually you and your friends are all 
bored and get together and play 
music. But the only thing that reai> 
gets out to 14-year-olds in the sub- 
urbs these days is emo, so that's what 
you play,” he explains. “I mean, the 
band that got me drumming when | 
was that age was Our Lady Peace, 
and obviously that’s not the band | 
model my music after anymore, but 
that’s who was on the radio then 

“The first thing I thought of as emo 
was Dashboard Confessional, that 
kind of thing, but nowadays there's a 
lot of metal and screaming and stuff 
like that, and that’s emo now, | 
guess,” he adds, explaining that, white” 
emo is certainly still a powerful force 
in popular culture, that might be it, at 
least for now. 

“Emo isn't dead,” he laughs. “It just 
moved to West Edmonton Mall.” w 
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ast summer, Winnipeg's Romi 
Lu: went into the studio 

with her band and Texan pro- 
ducer Gurf Morlix (the man behind the 
board and on the guitar for several of 
Lucinda Williams's albums, Mary Gau- 
thier’s last tearjerking disc and more). 

Morlix was lured up to Manitoba 
after Mayes spent some time down 
South, piquing his interest when she 
played some of her new songs for 
him. While a producer alone can’t 
make a great album, Morlix proved to 
be a perfect fit for Mayes and her 
compatriots. 

“It Was painless, man,” Mayes 
laughs over her cellphone from a 
Winnipeg restaurant. Gurf was com- 
ing into Winnipeg ... and we had two 
weeks to make the album and we 
thought that we wouldn't have 
enough time, so we were kinda strung 
out from the beginning, but it was 
awesome.” 

While the recording process can 
sometimes be painfully slow, dragging 
on in slow motion for those who are 
waiting to put their parts down, this 
Was not the case for Mayes and the 
musicians who made up the back- 
bone of the band on the album—Dan 
Walsh, Scott Nolan and Chris 
Carmichael. 

As Mayes explains, no one wanted 
to miss out on the opportunity to see 
& true studio master at work. That 
Meant that everyone was at the studio 
everyday, whether they were needed 
Or not, resulting in most of the track- 
ing being completed in just eight days 

Mayes acknowledges that it’s rare 
for everyone involved to be that pas- 
sionate abut a recording, and she 
gives much of the credit to Morlix. 
Ultimately, though, Morlix’s smartest 
move was to let the band explore the 
| Songs, offering up suggestions along 
the way but never impeding the cre- 


Mayes heads out with her 
Sweet Somethin’ Steady 


FAI, FEB 9 (6 Pi) 


ROMI MAYES 
WITH THEWHEAT POO, BRAMWELL PARK 
STARLITE ROOM, 


PREVUE 


ative process 

“In the end, he just had the golden 
ears,” Mayes recalls. “We all had ideas 
and he let us just do our thing. We'd 
start a song and start recording it a 
certain way and then he'd say, ‘okay, 
let’s try that then.’ And then he'd just 
adjust things along the way. ‘How 
about this kind of a guitar tone?’ Or 
‘how about we take out this verse?’ 
And the next thing we had this killer 
album and we were all stoked.” 


ONE SIDE EFFECT of the impressive 


quality of Mayes’s album is that she 
has slowed down on the songwriting 
front. Whereas the 11 songs on Sweet 
Somethin’ Steady came out while she 
was on a writing roll, Mayes admits 
that she’s only written two songs 
since recording the album 

‘That's the thing,” she considers, 
“you come up with an album like 
that—I feel that all those songs are 
really strong—so that raises the bar 
for what's good enough. I feel like 
everything has to be as good as those 
songs now.” 

There's really no need for Mayes to 
be struggling to top this album yet 
anyway. She has no plans for record- 
ing again in 2007. Instead, she’s aim- 
ing to push the album as far as it can 
go. For now, that means thinking both 
in terms of economics and personal 
enjoyment when it comes to the two 
months of touring that she’s about to 
embark on 

Instead of dragging the band along 
for the trip, Mayes is setting out on 
her own, reaching out for help from 
the circle of musicians who populate 
the routes she's taking 


“What I'm doing is, there are musi- 
cians just about everywhere that I 
know that are talented, so [’m just 
bringing on players in that area when 
I’m there,” she explains. “Which keeps 
it really exciting for me, and inexpen- 
sive. In Edmonton at my show I’m 
having Darrek Anderson play steel— 
he used to front the Guaranteed—and 
Tom Murray from Old Reliable. And 
!’ve got another group of musicians 
up in the Yukon, and a singer/song- 
writer thing in Vancouver. 

“| work really hard at this business- 
wise—I do a lot of the work myself— 
and the numbers add up better this 
way,” she continues. “I'm a lot more 
liberated. This whole tour that's start- 
ing up, I'm flying to a whole bunch of 
different places—just fly in, fly out— 
and my options are a lot more open.” 


MAYES’S PLAN is to push the album as 


hard as she can, come back down to 
earth at home for a bit and then do it 
again, but she concedes that the only 
way to make that work is to pace her 
self so that she doesn’t burn out 
somewhere on some lonely road 

“Yeah, I'm already scared,” she 
allows. “A couple years back, the 
name I was making for myself was 
attached to the word whiskey. Every- 
thing was whiskey, whiskey, whiskey, 
so everyone brought a whiskey to the 
stage. I was drinking it pretty hard on 
the road, and I was just falling apart 
by the end of the tour. | just needed 
some sleep. 

“But now, because my shows are 
geared more towards listening rooms 
and I've got something to do—t really 
want to play these songs well and I 
want to do them justice—I haven't 
been drinking as hard on the road at 
all, and that’s really helped my stami- 
na. | still have a couple of beers here 
and there, but it has helped me to not 
burn oul." v 
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CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 
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LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Northern Lights 
Folk Club: David Francey (folk. singer- 
songwriter); 7:30pm, $25 at TIX on 
the Square, Acoustic Music, Myhre’s, 
Arden box office, TicketMaster 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Tim 
Rotter 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage, 
Spm. 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Darren Frank, 
Jake lan; 8pm; donations 

(CAFE SELECT Melissa Majeau and 
Jonny Mericane {original with 
pop/rock, country/roots/Reggae); 
8:30pm; no covet 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 

DRUM Open mic hasted by Chris 
Wyniters every Tue: Spm 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch, 


JACK’D UP WEDNESDAYS 
SG TRIPLES 
$3.50 EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
Cradle of Filth, 3 Inches of Blood; all 
ages show; 7pm (door); $32.50-$35 at 
TicketMaster, Unionevents.com, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Freecloud, FS 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria; 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Bpm 

JAMBRERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues}; 8:30pm-12:30am 


JULIANS PIANO BAR Graham 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 


OBYRNE'S Mi. Lucky (blues/roots), 
3-30pm:12; no cover 


TRANSCEND COFFEE Dale Nickel 
(folk); 7:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Axiomatik, Aras 
WILD WEST SALOON Shila Marie 


'WUNDERBAR Tippy Agogo Jam 
session: Armstrong and Agogo with 
John Armstrong (theremin), Tim 
Folkmann (visuals); 9°30pm; $5; 


ZENARTS Terry Jorden (piano); 7 
Spm 


CLASSICAL 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Gioacchino 
Rossini’s The Barber of Seville. 
Edmonton Opera, Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, sung in Italian 
with English supertitles; 7:30pm; tick 
ets available at Tic 
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BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thuisday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trp 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 


the world’s number 1 Hip Hop DJ... a 


THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE DJ Tall 

Paul, Nestor Delano, Hector Castro; 

no mu 9pm (door); $20 at Foosh, 

the Bank, Yess Hais, TicketMaster 
ITH D BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 


Thursdays: OJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Aich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SW.A.G 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP [avies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 
ShortRound, SpinGycle, Touch It, Lady 
Vicious; hosted by Kwame 


KAS BAR Urban House. with OJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘Bs; Trash Bing® 
hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 


WESTERN CANADA'S #1 
rau HIGHT PARTY 


10 PEOPLE 


HIP HOP, REGGAE 
sit-UP! 
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SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDMONTON MALL 


780-443-6666 
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Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 
Yeah; 9:45 (First Card); no cover 
ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DU to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee: 9pm-2am,; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
it Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
‘spun by Pl residents 


RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock pop. 
hip hop with DJ Kelty 


THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 
‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Retro Night: music flash 
backs from the ‘SOs, "60s, ‘70s, ‘BOs, 
2nd the "90s; 7pm-12 midnight $6 ($4 
rental/pair) 

‘STANDARD DJ Danny Howells (UK); 
Tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground {(WEM). 
Colourblind 

STARLITE ROOM DJ Baron, Degree 
vs. Matt Hatter, Agent Orange vs. 
Dreadnought, Uneke vs. Enlite vs 
Selectress; 9pm (door); $10 (door) 
VELVET NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave and 
a bit of hip-hop with DJ Nik 7 anda 
rotating cast of guests 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Lunch At Allen's: 
Featuring Murray McLauchlan, Cindy 
Church, Mare Jordan and Jan 
Thomas; 7:30pm; $30 at Arden box 
office, TicketMaster 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Chuck 
Rose 

BAMBOLED LATIN LOUNGE 
Combo Re; DJ Foxi Fox, DJ Fuego, 
and DJ Jose Jose; free dance 
classed (8:30-10pm) 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE In 4 Jazz Combo: 
8:30pm; donations 

CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 

Party of Four (pop/rock) 

CENTURY CASINO Cat Sass 

~ ROOMS Marco Claveria; 9pm; 


FRESH START CAFE Martin Kerr 


HULBERT'S Steve Frise Trio 
(funk/Latin jazz); 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
9-2am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Patil Ledding (jazz 
singer), $7 


JULANS PIANO BAR Dennes 


MUDDY WATERS The Shufflehound 
(blues/roots); 8-11pm, no cover 


THE NORWOOD LEGION Uptown 
Folk Club; Bunkeye; 7:30pm (door), 
8pm (show); $15 (door)/$12 (adv) 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD 
PUB SlowBum (blves/fook}: 9:30pm: 
1:30am: 


‘ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Tim O'Brien, 
7pm (door), 8pm; $15 at TIX on the 
Square, Soundside Sound/$17 (door) 


SHDETRACK CAFE Serena Ryder. 
Lindsay Ell; Spm; $13.50 at 
TicketMaster 


STARLITE ROOM The Wheat Pool, 
Romi Mayes, Bramwell Park: 8pm 
(door); $8 

TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Larry 


Renn 
URBAN LOUNGE Mourning Wood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Down 
North, Electricity for Everybody (mem 
bers of No Hands, This Civil Twilight 
and Little Baby Cupeakes); 8pm 
(door); $8 


WILD WEST SALOON Shila Marie 


YARDBIRD SUITE DADS Trio; 8pm 
(door), 9pm (show); $10 (mem: 
berl/$14 (quest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins Pops 
—The Sound of Sinatra: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Michael 
Berkowitz (conductor), Steve Lippia 
(vocalist); 8pm; $32-$73 at Winspear 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with Dus 
‘8nd Ocrasional international special 
Quest QJ; 9pm (Door); $5 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR 1) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE D.!s spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: revo dance 


BUDDY'S We made "em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: for singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 


ESMERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
‘Bpm (door) 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Global Fridays 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tacks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 


Christian 


HALD Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday.” 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! with 
DJs Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit 
and guests; no minors; 9pm (door); $5 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Our 
rockandroll/punkrack/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meating); G-Whiz 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights. DJ 
Choklit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


ON THE ROCKS DJ Shawnibis, DJ 
Donjuan 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Fiyboy 


THE ROOST Fridays All Request 
Danee Party. with DJ Jazzy with 
rotating shows every week: $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight, $6 {$4 rental/pair) 


STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
Tam 


URBAN FRAT Al) New Funktion 
Fridays: with DJ Invinceable, Spice, 
Babygirl; Edmonton Police security on 
site all night 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Glitch 
hop, dubstep, breaks, hiphop, dance- 
hall, reggae, drum & bass, and 
mashup with the Root Down with 
Shy FX (digital sound), Roots Sound 
System, Sweetz, Matt Hatter and 
Agent Orange: $20 (adv. at 
Treehouse, Soular, Colour Blind, 
Blackbyrd, and Foosh); more at the 
door 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 
Black Party: 5 year anniversary event 
with Amanda Rude Main Room: 
Ayan Wade, Nestor Delano, Dragon 
Underground: Bree, Amanda Rude; 
Upper: Touretto, Steven M, Mad Tag 
Session 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Chuck 
Rose 


BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE x- 
Band; DJ Foxi Roxi, DJ Fuego, and DJ 
Jose Jose; free dance classed (8:30- 
10pm) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: 4-6 pm; no cover acoustic 
‘every Saturday afternoon 

BLIND PIG Live bands every second 
Saturday Left of Winnipeg (rock ‘n’ 
blues); 10pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Snoots; 
8:30pm; donations 

CANADIAN HELLENIC HALL 
Carnival: Edmonton Vocal Minority, 
Regina Landeck, hosted by Timothy J. 
Anderson, dance music by Licorice 
Whip; 7pm (door), 7:30pm (concert), 
‘Spm (dance); $15 (adults, concert and 
ance)/$12 (youth under 18 tor the 
Concert only) at TIX on the Square, 
The Front Page, Earth’s General Store 
CASINO EDMONTON Catalyst 
(Caribbean) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Party of 
Four (pop/rock) 


CENTURY CASINO Cat Sass 


DRUID (JASPER AVE} Open stage, 

all ages; 2-pm 

og ROOMS Marco Claveria; 9pm; 
ss) 


FRESH START CAFE Jeari Czapla 


HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
Top rap groups; Spm 

HULBERT'S Steve Frise Trio 
(funk/Latin jazz); 8pm. 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, ho cover, Spm 

JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm; country/fock band, Spm- 
2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Helena 
Magerowski (jazz singer); $10 
JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Follies—A 
Musical Concert Leave it to Jane 
Theatre; 8pm; $15 at TIX on the 
Square 

JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Gospel 
Night Concert: National Black 
Coalition; 7pm; $23.35 at 
TickatMaster 

JULIANS PIANO BAR Petro 


O'BYRNE'S On the Patio: Chris 
Wynters, Scott Peters; 3pm; no caver 


PALACE BANQUET AND CON- 
VENTION HALL Cupid's Caper 
Trocadero Alumni Orchestra (dance 
band); 6:15pm (door), 7pm (buffet din- 
ner), $50 at TIX on the Square 


POWER PLANT AA Sound System, 
Geoff Berner, Manrayqun; no minors; 
8pm (door); $8 (door) 
RENDEZVOUS Keep 6, The Daniel 
Moir Band, Dawn in the City (rock) 
SAICS ON 52 ST Mr Lucky 
{blues/roots); 10pm-1'30am no cover 
‘SAWRIDGE BANQUET CENTRE 
Valentine's Dinner and Dance: The 
Classics (rock 'n’ Roll, R&B); 5:30pm 
(cocktails), 6:30pm (dinner), Spm: 
(dance), $34.95 by phone at 468-4115 
SIDETRACK CAFE The Smokin 45s 
(CD release party). The Igniters 
(Rocketone), The Firebrands, 9pm, 
$10 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM Lascivious 
Burlesque Troupe, Whitewall; 8pm 
(door); $8 (advi/$10 (door) 

TOUCH OF CLASS LOUNGE Larry 
Renn, 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning Wood 
WILD WEST SALOON Shila Marie 


YARDBIRD SUITE James Carson 
Quartet; 8pm (door), Spm (show); $8 
(memberl/$12 (quest) at TicketMaster 


‘ZAKS ON 51ST AVENUE Live band 


and dancing every Sat; 10pm-1am 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Edmonton 


Chamber Music Society and the 
Edmonton Classical Guitar Society: 
Michel Cardin (Baroque lute); 8pm; 
$20 (adultl/$15 (senior/ECGS mem- 
bearl/$5 (student) at TIX on the Square 


Rachmaninoff All Night Vigil Op.37. 


MUSIC 


FEBRUARY 8 - FEBRUARY 14, 2007 


SIC WEEKLY 


SAT 


Da Camera Singers {ch itt 
Bpm; $10 (student/s¢ Erie 
BL TIX on the Square, doo 


WEST END CHRISTIAN 


CHURCH 5) 
Kokopelli Choir, Stephen Ha tf 
2pm and 7pm; $16 (adult, $1 
dent/senior) available at Tix 
Square 
WINSPEAR CENTRE fob): 
The Sound of Sinatra: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Mi 
Berkowitz (conductor], § 
(vocalist); 8pm; $32-$73 at t 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM Vi VODKA BAR 
Saturdays; Top 40 with 0.) 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE 
two levels 

BUDDY'S Undiv night for 
free pool and tourney, D.! 
Atrowchaser 


Saturdays: Funky house a 
beatz with OJs T-Bass, Femm 
and local/intemational quest 
sented by NewSound Entertain 
‘nO Minors; Spm-3am 


FEVER 
Fever-Live to Air: wi 
Bounce, DJ Shocker 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE Ave 
Top tracks, rock, retro witt 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY SoulOut 
Baby Cham Pre-Party w 
Squad and Invince: 
Police security on sit 


Kitz (SHARK TANK) |('< ( 
Stupid with Cupid: DJ Hunn’ 
DJ Co-Op, John Smith 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Si 
DJ Groovy Cuvy and guest 


NEW CITY Rock ‘n’ 8 
Hell: rockandrall/punk/in 
dusedcandy with D.) 
and Naz Nomad 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 1 
Continues 
DJs Nik Rofee 
Club), $5 


ONE ON WHYTE Saturday \ 
DU Choklit Elvis and 0 


ON THE ROCKS ( 
Donjuan 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suogestive 
breaks electro he 
dents 


RED STAR {nic 
indie rock, hip hop 
Loopin’ the 3rd 


THE ROOST Saturdays-/ 
New Years Eve: with DU 
downstairs and 0.) Jazzy 
Music) upstairs, $4 (mem 
(non-member) 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline 

Skating Disco’ Top 40 request v 

mix of retro and di mn 
Zpm-12 midnigtit. 8 


STARUTE ee 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE / 


house with Paople’s DJ 
TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS ‘\ nit 


hard NAG/trance/ fun! 
Hillis, DTOR, Big Daddy 
Yam-8am 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
Romp with Gomp for 
Presented by GOMP: v 
8pm (door), $7 
WUNDERBAR Featured 0 
Local Bands 

Y AFTERHOURS fel 
White Party: 5 year an 
with Marco Vedo; Mai 
Anthony Donohue, Mare Vee 


om 
ae Heetor Castro, Just \ 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
SlowBum (blues/rock); 7-119" 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Give It Up: Main Floor: Fun. 
Motown, disco with Du! Red 0 


etree es Ensenrble, 


foe Si fonadenteni/815 (adil) 


Francts Dunnigan | 

Fearon (horn soloist); 3pm; $10 
jadulti/$8 (seniot/student/child) at 
the door 


‘Mala Music Society, Sharmila 
Mathuft Sjas Joshi, Malini Murthy 
{sitar, tania, Bharathanatyam dance} 
8:30pen, $10 


‘with Atomic Improy, 
ooh Tim : 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons with Phil Gat To Give It 


‘Up: Main Floor: funk, soul. Motown, 
‘and disco with DJ Red Dawn 2-7pm 


EW CITY Rub A Dub Unites Again: 
‘DJs Jebus and Anarchy Adam 
{(CISR's Your Weekly AA Meeting); 
the Simpson's at Spm 


O'BYRME'S 1. Finnegan; 9pm 
(door; $20 (basic)/$30 (premium), 
available by phone at 414 6766 


SPORTSWORLD New DJ: $10 


URBAN PRAT (ctan Ladies Night 
Sundays: The Ghetto Story: Baby 
Cham, Bomb Squad, inVinceable: 
Spm (door): midnight (show), $35, 
'WUNDERBAR Sundays OJ Gallatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Emmylou 
Harris, Carolina Star; 8pm; $63.60 at 
TicketMaster 


LBS PUB House band; 930pm- 
Yam; no cover 
NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco 


Claveria (samba to Bolero) every 
Monday 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time 
Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


SWDETRACK CAFE Maverick 
Mondays: Open Stage with Ben 
Spencer, Spm: no cover 


TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big 
Tickle, 8:30-11:30pm; no cover 


COMVOCATION HALL Noon Hi 
‘Organ Recital; 12pm: free x 


DIS 


BAR WILD Ba: Gone Wild Mondays 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2am 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar 
Mondays: with DU Penny Tentiary 


BUDDY'S Amateur Strip Contest 
with Mia Fellow, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 

(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Make 
it Munchie Mondays: House with DJ 
Dusty Grooves, quests 

O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with DU Angus 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open 
stage with Mark Ammar, guest Zeek 
Ammar (guitar: Spm 

COWBOYS Black Valentine's Day: 
hosted by Kwame (Bounce) 

DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
Stage with Chris Wynters and guest 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Chantal 
Kraviazuk, Raine Maida; 7:30pm; 
$35.50-$45.50 at TicketMaster 
LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by 
Gary Thomas 

YARDBIAD SUITE Jam session 
every Tue: Bill George Tho; 8:30pm 
(door). Som (show); $3 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, county, R&B 
with OJ Foreplay, DU Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Lat 
and Salsa music, danee lessons 8-10pm 


WUNDERBAR Syeet Brit and Punk 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open 
mic with Duff Robison; 8pm. 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch Wednesdays: 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Valentines Day 
Rosette Guitar Duo; seatings before 
6pm and after 7:30pm; donations 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Dateless and Damn Proud Valentine's 
Day; 7pm; no minors; $10.63 at 
TicketMaster 

FESTIVAL PLACE Valentine's show 
Alfie Zappacosta, Silvio Pupo (piano), 
Claudio Vena (Viola and accordion), 
7.30pm, $30 (cabaret)/$28 (box)/$25 
(theatre) at the Festival Place box 
office, TicketMaster 


AIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower 
‘open stage: 7:20pm (doar); $2 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic 
METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with 
Enrique 

NEW CITY LIKWID SUBURBS 
Broken Hearts Valentine's Day Ball: 
Unele Outrage, Gloom Room, Anoetic: 
Bom (door) 

O'BYRME'S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm; no cover 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass Jam 
Presented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 

SIDETRACK CAFE Mayor Matt 
Allen and the Little Buddies, quests 


URBAN LOUNGE Betty Machete 


gg PALD.WEST SALOON Boor Bacio, 
YARDBIRD SUITE Big Band Festival 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
(CHURCH-BARQUET HALL Music 
Wednesdays at Noon, Amelia 
Kaminski, Randy Reichardt, Jonh 
Towill (Celtic fididie, guitar and bass): 
V2:10-12S00m: tree 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR (>=) 
Wednestiays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


FREEHOUSE Stariey 
Carroll spins on the Woottop: Glitter 
‘Gulch Wednesdays Mam Floor Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks... no cover roots 
music every Wednesrtay with DJ Buster 
*Frendly: live music once a month. 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexy 
Sean 


FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Wednesdays 


HULBERT'S Wobbly Wednesday. 
downtempo, smooth jazz. with OJ 
Frederick 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 
DJ Spincycle 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Robobot DJ 3000 


NIKI DIAMOND'S Punk and ‘80s 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Funk ‘ni’ Soul: funk, soul 
isco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
Coo! Curt, Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 


STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Feat: with OU Nestor Delano 


STARLITE ROOM Valentines Day 
Mash Up: with The Rub (DJ Ayresm 
Cosmo Baker, 0 Eleven) Smalltown 
Dus (Mike Grimes and Pete Emes, 
Hai Karate/Hifi Club), OJ Dusty 
Grooves, OJ Gordon Thomas, 8pm 
(door); $15 (advi/$20 (door) at 
Blackbyrd, Listen, Colourbling, 
Treehouse Foosh 


STOLLI'S Wild Cherry: House/qarage 
with Tripswitch, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 
with Steve Velocity 

VELVET UNDERGROUND Panic 
Indie, Mad, Rock. Electro Danoe 
Party.with the Jbots; no cover 


(WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
Wednesdays. with Bree, Erin Eden, 
Tiannay, TZ 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDEN THE- 
ATRE 5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 ¢ ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 
St, 432-4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430- 
9200 « BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 » BAMBOLEO LATIN LOUNGE 
9221-24 Ave, 433-2599 « THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 
82 Ave, 951-9456 « BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK 
DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6232 * 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 * BONNIE 
DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 7086555 » BOOTS 10242-106 St. 423-5014 » BUDDY’S 11725B Jasper Ave. 
488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 Macleod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * CAFE SELECT 
8404-109 St, 438-1812 * CANADIAN HELLENIC HALL 10450-116 St » CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 1064-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 « CASINO (YEL- 


reeoc| AXIQMATIK™ARAS 


FRI& SAT 
FEB 9-10 


reo'3| AX PACHE IRROSE 


. = 


FAL& SAT | 
FEB ie? 


SUNDAY 
FEB I8 


UPCOMING SHOWS: FEMS 24 FENIX FOUNDATION 
FEB 22 ELLIS» FEB 23-24 072) OZMUNDS 
FEB 28 DAYZ PAST AGGRESSION / FLOOD LIGHT 


$3" prinks until 12 
Absolut Specials 
Shooter Specials All Night 


x 


52-75 nnsolut Cocktails 
No Line No Cover 

Until Midnight Lisi sgperd night 

Pe cvcentedd for emery mor 

S dinty baw with ercpy 
18 protented to heop yor € 4 


Becornlanee wuthh mere there 


LOWHEAD) 12464-153 Si, 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 456-8766 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd 643-4000 * CHRISTO- 
PHER’S PARTY PUB 2021 Millooune Ad, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492-060) * COWBOYS 10102-180 
St. 481-8749 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St. 472-7896 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 
10012-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Campus, 492-3101 * DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE * FIRST 
BAPTIST CHURCH 10031-109 Si « FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-24 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 « DUSTER’S PUB 6402 
718 Ave, 474-5554 « EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Fastival Way, Sherwood Park (449-3378 » FEVER 
} WIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEI, 961-2117 « FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton 
Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 « FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq., 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10241-52 Ave, 433-9676 » GAS PUMP 10166 
1i4'St, 486-4841 » GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO « HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave * HOMEGROWN 
SOUL SHACK 6102, 1024-02 Ave, 989-7009 » HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6297 « HORIZON STAGE 100! Calahoo Rd, Spruce 
Grove, 962-8995 = HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) « THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 1148-127 Ave, 451-8779 « J AND 
R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 » JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 » JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 + 
JJ'S PUB 1160-118 Ave, 489-7462 * JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwan College, 10045-156 St « J.R RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15326 
Stony Pisin Rd« JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-97 Ave, 427-2760 « JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 
| 10444.82 ave, 433-6768 « KHz (SHARK TANK) 10249-97 St « KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-24 Ave, 432-2599 * LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 8627-91 St LBS 
H} PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 ¢ LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd FI, 447-4495 * McDOUGALL 
} UNITED CHURCH 101 St. McDonald Drive, 468-4964 » METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250- 106 St, 990-0704 « MUDDY WATERS 8211-111 St, 433-4390 
| * MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6106-90 Ave, 490-1999 » NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper 
if Ave, 492-4578 » NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 » NEWWEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 « NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
1) 8490 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 « NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Biva * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 19535-1034 Ave, 457-9417 * THE 
|) NORWOOD LEGION 1115-82 Si, 436-1554/435-5695 » O'BYRNE’S 10616-92 Ave, 414-6766 * O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave * ONE ON WHYTE 
| 0544.62 Ave, 437-7499 » ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 Sr, 988-5457 « OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 « PALACE BANQUET AND CONVENTION HALL 3223 Parsons Road, 99 St « PARAMOUNT THE- 
ATRE 10233 Jasper Ave * PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ave & Groat Rd * PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper 
Juve « PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 612 Liberton Di, St. Alburt * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * POLISH HALL 10960- 
104 St POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 « PRISM BAR & GRILL 10524-101 Ave « QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave 438-6814 
{ = RATT (ROOMATTHETOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED'S WEM Phase I!| 481-6420 ¢ RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428.0605 * RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St. 444-1822 « RIGOLETTO’S CAFE 1068-108 St, 429-0701 « RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave * RIVER 
WEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19815-45 Ave » RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 » RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-S1, Albert Trail 460-1122 « 
ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE - CONCORDIA CAMPUS 73 Street, south of 112 Ave. 479-9313 * THE ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-3150 * ROSE- 
| Ey peed St, 482-2589 « ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429.3624 * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 SAK’S ON 52ST 10525- 
| 


midnight 


vines amrereeins Night 


Sour Spe : 
ting Nighi 
Ave, 432-5853 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10476 Whyte Ave 437-0231/710-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SAWRIDGE BAN- 
CENTRE 3840-76 Ave, 468-4115 * SIDETRACK CAFE 10235-104 St, 421-1326 * SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10740-19 Ave * 
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that politics and 
are untradition- 
e issue with that.” 

is no quibbler, but a 
and animated street fighter 
| He comes out bare-knuck- 
and swinging, agile, informed and 


earl) 


clearly ready to go 

“Real ill music has always 
peen difficult and provocative,” Bern- 
»r continues. “It's only been since the 
omantic era in the 19th Century that 
folk was all dressed up in its Sunday 
: ad the dirt taken out of it so 

e could play it on the weekend in 
fhe sun in front of the children and 
not have it curve their spine or what- 
ever Sanilized, in many cases, for 
‘middie-class consumption.” 
~ perer makes it explicit that he has 
no intention of doing that. His version 
ef klezmer—the secular folk tradition 
of the Jews, with its distinctive instru- 
mentation that mimics wails, sighs 
and other emotive quirks of the 
human voice—does not clean up well. 
He wouldn't have it. 

“{'m anti-perfectionist when it 
comes to music,” Berner asserts. “The 
emotional expression and the expres- 
sion of ideas is what's important. 
Those are the fundamental principles 
of punk and folk. When I synthesized 
klezmer with Billy Bragg-type punk- 
| folk, it made sense. It wasn’t like a 

Reese's thing, ‘your klezmer is in my 

punk’. The kleyzmerim—original 

klezmer musicians—travelled around 
picking up gigs, maybe not washing 
so much. They were the punk rockers 
of their day. You would not want your 
daughter to marry them.” . 
However, it’s only a short step from 

"lock up your daughters” to “wedlock 

your daughters." The kleyzmerim 


2 


made much of their peripatetic livings 
at Yiddish weddings before their Old 
World communities were gutted by 


dlock up your daughters; 
amMer's coming to town 
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persecutory carve-ups. 


“| SPENT THE PAST FEW YEARS travel- 


ling to Europe, listening to records, 
reading books,” Berner explains of his 
transition from Vancouver punk cor- 
nerstone to revitalizer of a genre that 
celebrates his cultural roots. 

His first album in this vein was 
2005's Bukowski-on-the-Roof-ish 
Whisky Rabbi, released as klezmer was 
ascending in chic circles alongside 
Gogol Bordello's gypsy revival and 
other global fusions that sidestepped 
the generic lameness of worldbeat 

“| learned of this wedding song 
form, where the bride sits in a chair 
surrounded by the band and they try 
to make her weep,” he says. “I was so 
fascinated with this, songs dedicated 
to making someone a I wanted to 
explore it.” 


And he does, unleashing his accor- 
dion in woe, bleak comedy, double 
entendres and solidarity in the recently 
released Wedding Dance of the Widow 
Bride, alongside violinist Diona Davies 
and percussionist Wayne Adams. 

“I'm asking, ‘how much of our hap 
piness is built on the misfortune of 
others?’” he queries. “The bride is a 
symbol in most cultures for prosperi- 
ty, happiness, hope, fertility. A wed- 
ding is this big happy event for the 
community.” 

And then along comes a song with 
the lines “Weep, bride, weep / Your 
womanhood lies stretched out before 
you.” Ouch. Filthy? Yes, but also sad 
and scathing. Berner as protector of 
the damned, denouncer of hypocrites, 
serenading trickster. 

"Whiskey Rabbi was about drinking 
and mortality. Wedding is about women 
and happiness. | think the next will be 
about children and cultural authentici- 
ty. See how they kind of lead to each 
other?” He laughs. “And once my trilo- 
gy is complete, I'll take a deep breath 
and make a silly country album." v 


ANOETIC / WITH UNCLE OUTRA 
GLOOM ROOM / NEW CITY, $15 Ryan 
Hall, Cale Hall and Ray Wade—the trio 
who make up Anoetic—are flexing their 
creative muscles at the moment. Vocal- 
ist/guitarist/synth-player Ryan explains 
that they've been recording their own 
demos at home on GarageBand while 
they make some alterations in Anoetic’s 
sound. See, Cale used to be the bassist, 
but now he’s moved over to the drums, 
making way for new bass player Wade, 
who's bringing his own ideas to the 
songs. While Wade has only been in the 
band for three weeks, the trio are already 
sounding pretty damn good in rehearsal, 
and they've even got some plans mapped 
out for the future “We're planning to 
record with Uncle Outrage, because they 
have a new studio,” says Cale. “So hope- 
fully before the summer we can record an 
album with them.” Check them out when 
they play New City’s Valentine's Day 
Massaore along with the Capital City Bur- 
lesque troupe and a couple of other 
bands. —EDEN MUNAO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
here’s no doubt that the life of 
| a touring musician is a hard 
one, but when you're seeming- 
ly plucked from indie obscurity and 
placed on a year-long international 
tour the way Serena Ryder has been, 
the challenges can start to affect you 
physically. 

“I lost my voice last night,” she tells 
me as she whispers into the phone 
from a ferry taking her from the Island 
to mainland British Columbia. “This is 
the first I’ve talked all day.” 

After relating a story about silently 
ordering coffee from a concession on 
the beach, Ryder takes a moment to 
reflect on her increased activity over 
the last year. 

“It's about an 80 per cent increase 
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Serena Ryder wears bad clothes 
and talks smart (when she can) 


et | Fil FEBS (9PM) 
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in my busy-ness,” she says. “I’ve been 
touring a lot in the last five years, but 
nothing like this.” 


MOST OF THE INCREASE can be attrib- 


uted to Ryder’s decision to switch 
from Hawksley Workman's independ- 
ent label Isadora Records to the major 
EMI. While some musicians are leery 
of the majors—a fact Ryder is well 
aware of—she maintains that there 
hasn't been a downside to her deci- 
sion. 

“A lot of people ask me about 
working with a major record label, 


KATIE MELUA PIECE BY PIECE 


but they forget that people mai 
choices,” she says. “It’s just so 
bigger community, a bigger family. | 
don’t have to worry about a |: 
things I used to have to worry about 
plus I can connect with a lot n 
musicians.” 

Connecting with musician 
something Ryder is doing quite a bil 
of these days as this tour differs fron 
many of her others in that she i 
bringing a band with her. The whok 
group was recently spotted ina 
restaurant by a rather astute server 

“As we were paying the bill,” Ryder 
explains, “the guy asked, ‘Are yo 
guys musicians?’ and we asked, ‘How 
did you know?’ and he said to u 
“Well ... you talk smart, but you don't 
dress too good.” w 
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for the home team 


E0EN MUNAO / eden@vueweckly.com 
t's been a long, slow romance for 
Edmonton and the Junos, Cana- 
da’s big music awards. Despite the 
city’s role as host to the 2004 ceremo- 
ny, the awards have been sparing in 
showing some love for our town. 
There were the nominations for the 
pursuit of Happiness in the categories 
of Most Promising Group and Best 
video, but those came way back in 
1987—well after the group's leader and 


Most folks around here 
have long been aware of 
the considerable talent 
residing in Edmonton 


St Albert native Moe Berg had already 
moved to Toronto—and the group lost 
them both. After that, nominations and 
winners seem to have been largely lost 
in the fog of years and the mists of for- 
gotten press releases. 

While the sheer concentration of 
artists in Toronto, Vancouver and 
Montréal means that a good number 
of nominees will be based in Canada’s 
largest cities, most folks around here 


May your road be paved 


€IJUNOS 


have long been aware of the consid- 
erable talent residing in Edmonton 
and the surrounding area. 

Though the Junos have never been 
noted for being on the cutting edge of 
current music—paint-by-numbers 
rockers and former sons of Hanna, AB 
Nickelback took home the prizes for 
both Group of the Year and Rock 
Album of the Year in 2006—there are 
some choice picks among the nomi- 
nees this year, despite some missed 
opportunities in the list of nominations 
(Cadence Weapon, anyone?). 

Edmonton's resident electronic 
dance rockers Shout Out Out Out Out 
have a nomination in the Best Alter- 
native Album category, local folkies 
the McDades have a shot at Roots & 
Traditional Album of the Year: Group, 
Saddle Lake pow-wow group North- 
ern Cree are going for Aboriginal 
Recording of the Year and saxophon- 
ist and Grant MacEwan instructor 
Kent Sangster is up for Contemporary 
Jazz Album of the Year. That can’t 
help but stoke the fires of hometown 
pride a little bit. w 


with Broken Glass 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
G oncocting beats in the ViN- 
sAnE asylum—or as most 
would see it, the basement— 
Vineet Saini, one half of the Calgary 
hip-hop duo Broken Glass, lurks in 
the deep depths regularly, always 
hard at work brewing up his latest 
beats. 

The mastermind behind the group's 
sound, Saini—known to many by his 
stage name ViNsAnE—began toying 
around with synthesizers in high 
school, churning out experimental 
hip-hop beats in secrecy. 

When Saini discovered three years 
ago that childhood friend Tyler Jukes 
{aka MC Backdraft) was also busy cre- 
ating his own lyrical styles, the two 
collaborated and made their edgy hip- 
hop sound a reality. 

The pair of 20-year-olds are now a 
dominant force on Calgary's under- 
ground hip-hop scene and they've 
chosen to put the Edmonton-Calgary 
rivalry aside when it comes to sup- 
porting a scene that—despite having 
been around for several years now—is 
Still in its infant stages. 

“We need support in order to grow,” 
Says Saini. “If other hip-hoppers aren't 
there to support you, then the average 
Joe on the street won't be there. We 
§0 and support other crews in 
Edmonton that are friends of ours 
since they support us the same when 
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they're in Calgary.” 
BUT DESPITE THE LOVE that under- 


ground hip-hoppers show one anoth- 
er, politics within the scene is one of 
the major sources that prevent its 
growth. 

“IWe] get lots of support within 
our circle, and other crews get sup- 
port within their own circles, but it’s 
hard to get out of the circle,” he 
explains. “Most need to break out 
with a big record in order to get 
attention beyond their circle. That's 
the central [component] for the 
scene's growth.” 

With the group’s first full-length 
album, The Night of Broken Glass, on 
the horizon, Saini and Jukes hope 
their rock influenced hip-hop sounds 
and down-to-earth lyrics will break 
down some borders and push under- 
ground hip-hop to the forefront of 
Alberta's music scene. 

"| don’t want to be, like, ‘we're 
keeping real, yo,’ but our lyrics are 
really real,” says Saini. “We'd rather 
rap about doing our laundry than rap 
about the money we don't have or the 
people we haven't shot.” w 


REVUE / SAT, FEB 3 / ILLFIT OUTFIT / POWERPLANT 11 Fit. Out. Fit. Say it with me. The name just dances across your tongue 


It was much like their music, the way it made your feet tap and hips move. The band was dressed to the nines (with their match- 
ing bandannas) and rocked the crowd at the Powerplant Saturday night. Hailing from our very own Edmonton, Ilifit Outfit know 
how to bring out the movers and shakers—and I’m not even talking about the cowbells and maracas! The crowd was a bit 
smaller than expected, or maybe they were just resting their heels in the back. It was hard to tell, but it was good to have that 
extra dancing room for those who like to dance the way that dancers do. —BARBARA CHUNG / barbara@vueweekly.com 


Se FRONTIERS CANADIAN TOUR 2007 


With Special Guest 


a os 


On Sale Tomorrow @ 10 am 


INSTORES MARCHE27! . 


Méfoo 


MUSIC FEBRUARY 8 FEBRUARY 14,2007 WWIEWweEy 59 


REVUE / SAT, FEB 3 / LITTLE MISS HIGGINS & FOY TAYLOR / BLACK DOG Blowing 
into town from Nokomis, SK, Little Miss Higgins and Foy Taylor brought their guitars 
and songs about lyin’, cheatin’ and hurtin’ with them to the Black Dog on Saturday 
S%emoon. Higgins and Taylor picked out a set of old country blues tunes on their six 
strings, with Taylor stomping and Higgins laying her heart bare with her nuanced 
vocals. The duo pulled songs from Higgins’ Cobbler Shop Sessions (that's right, it 
was recorded in an old shoe repair shop—now that's some real blues) and her 
upcoming second disc, along with some well-chosen covers. There were some real 
classics—you can't go wrong with Big Bill Broonzy’s “Pig Meat Strut”—but the 
originals easily held their own. Higgins charmed the crowd with her stories, dancing 
between classy and bawdy, while the vocal audience provided just the right sort of 
barroom atmosphere for the music. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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' She’s just your 


JOEL KELLY / joe! @vueweekly.com 

espite what you may think, 
Dem Kreviazuk is just a 

typical working mom. Speak- 
ing on the telephone from her Toronto 
home, she abruptly pauses our con- 
versation several times to holler at the 
family dog to get off the breakfast 
table, shout instructions to her nanny 
and ask her husband to take her eld- 
est son to preschool. 

“Once you have kids, they're your 
life,” she says between interruptions. 
“| barely remember what I was doing 
before I had kids.” ; 

While she admits balancing the 
demands of a family with a Juno-win- 
ning musical career is no easy task, 
she is quick to point out that she 
manages these constraints just like 
any other family would. 

“We're a partnership; we're like any 
family,” she says. “It’s not that every- 
thing else is second, but kids are just 
so much more important.” 

That being said, Kreviazuk seems 
to enjoy the demands of her musical 
career just as much, perhaps even as 
a small vacation from the world of 
changing diapers. While most musi- 
cians roll their eyes when faced with 
the prospect of doing promotional 
interviews with newspaper lackeys, 
Kreviazuk seems to relish it. 

“I hear subjects saying, ‘I get so 
sick about doing interviews.’ I’m 
sorry, have some effing respect,” she 
says. “How lucky am I to be able to 
express myself as an artist and actual- 
ly get paid for it? It’s an honour that 
someone wants to talk to me.” 

She isn’t just trying to flatter me, 
though. “I think you learn about your- 
self,” she explains. “I learn about 
[journalists’] perspective about my 
career and who I am as a person. I 
grow from it.” 


KREVIAZUK IS particularly eager to 
discuss her latest release, Ghost Sto- 
ries, recorded in her home with hus- 
band Raine Maida acting as producer. 

“Everybody left us alone—I was at 
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home. I was happy I was with my 
family,” she recalls. “People say if 
you're happy you can’t make art. I dis- 
agree. When you're comfortable, you 
can focus.” 

It’s evident that Kreviazuk is indeed 
happy with the status of her career, 
especially when it comes to the use of 
her songs on a plethora of movie and 
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Northgate Lions 
Recreation Centre 
7324-139 Avenue 
Doors: 7 pm ¢ Tix: 


roe - 


everyday rocker mom 


television soundtracks, most recently 
in The Sisterhood of the Traveling Panis 

“There's a bit of redemption for me 
because the American labels never 
knew what to do with me,” she says 
“It’s In so many trailers and shows— 
people don’t ever care about the 
name, they just love the song. It's very 
flattering that way. 

“I'm not very slick,” she continues 
“I don’t tend to make very poppy 
provocative work. I'm trying to really 
reflect human emotion in my music 
Maybe that’s how it matches with 
what directors are trying to do.” v 
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ESO-and Lippia'aré going to do” 
it Ol’ Blue Eyes’ way 


SARAH CHAN / sarah @vueweokly.com 

1 G: to any karaoke club and 
you will find three pages of 
Sinatra,” singer Steve Lip- 

pia guarantees. “That is probably the 

most democratic and populist way to 

see what people are most interested 

in hearing and singing.” 

Lippia has earned himself a strong 
reputation for singing Sinatra tunes 
and the crowds keep coming to hear 
renditions made popular by the leg- 
endary Frankie. 

The singer will soon be taking the 
stage at the Winspear for the Edmon- 
ton Symphony Orchestra’s The 
Sound of Sinatra, with friend Victor 
Vanacore—the conductor, arranger 
and performer for artists like the Jack- 
son Five, Barry Manilow, Johnny 
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“When Serena Ryder 
sings avout love, the 
most jaded world: 
weariness tissolves.” 
- ELLE 


“Ryder is one of 
Canatla's brightest 
new talents, a gifted 
songwriter and a 


FRI, FEB 9 & SAT, FEB 10 (8 PM) 


THE SOUND OF SINATRA 
EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

STEVE IPP VOCALIS 

VICTOR VANACORE, CONDUCTOR 

WINSPEAR CENTRE, $32 -$73 


Mathis and Ray Charles—conducting 

Lippia loves to sing Sinatra, but is 
adamant about his status as a singer of 
standards, not a Sinatra impersonator 

“It's more of a nostalgia and less 
of a recreation,” Lippia explains 
“Sometimes people say I should wear 
a pinkie ring and a fedora ... but it’s 
not Halloween or The Twilight Zone. | 
just happen to sing music from a 
major icon. It’s about singing some 
of the best music ever, the best way I 
know how.” 
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LIPPIA IS ALSO CAREFUL to give credit if 
the composers of Sinatra’s catalogue— 
though Ol’ Blue Eyes made these songs 
into hits, he did not write them 

“It’s really not his music,” Lippia 
States, offering Sarah Vaughan and 
Ella Fitzgerald as examples of other 
singers who did the same standards 
“But there was something about the 
size of Sinatra's career, and his inter- 
pretations were so amazing that 
when he sang it, he owned it.” 

"Even people living in thatched roof 
homes probably know who Sinatra 
is,” Lippia continues. “I have bor- 
rowed Sinatra's phrasing, but the 
voice is mine. I'm not an authority on 
all things Sinatra; it’s just that I hap- 
pen to sound like him, and I happen 
to sing standards.” w 
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MUSIC 


POWERPLANT 


yecoMING SHOw aw 


VS z \ 
5 @ Powerp\e 


CHECK OUT OUR MYSPACE! 
www.myspace.com/powerplantbar 
SOUND 


a a SYSTEM 


WITH GEOFF BERNER AND MANRAYGUN 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 107TH 


JOSH RITTER 


WEEE COLIN PRIESTNER AND Wea hE Lis 


l 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19T 


THE GOLDEN DOGS. 


WITH JETS OVERHEAD TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 277H 


AND GUESTS 


The Line AClANtiC 


ES/ 


SATURDAY. MARCH 3rd with The Johnsons and Snic ALL AGES 

C ia WITH THE SECRETARIES 
Piette AND GLOOM ROOM 
4 FRIDAY, MARCH STH ve 


with LIHPT and The Omega Theory 
SO Saturday, March 10th ™* ss @ the door 
CASANOVA PLAYBOYS tic suesis 
nevers sar veooar SATURDAY, MARCH 31st 


WATCH FOR: The Perpetrators- SATURDAY MARCH 24th 
The Uncas- FRIDAY MARCH 30th Red Ram- SATURDAY APRIL 14th 


ay) 
aows 2 DINWOODIE 
lounge 


Ww 
upcom 


“YOU SAY PARTY! 
WE SAY DIE! 


THURSDAY, MARCH 29TH ° 


venues.ca 


SUVeENUeES 
iplantha 


ete su- 


w myspace.com 
myspace com/powe 
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GEOFF BERNER WITH 

DIONA DAVIES & WAYNE ADAMS 

THE WEDDING DANCE 

OF THE WIDOW BRIDE 

JERICHO BEACH MUSIC : 

MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
A demented moan plays the 

Ni role of starter pistol in neo- 

klezmerist Geoff Berner’s 

THIS ROCKS breakneck, histrionically 

bent cycle of songs, The Wedding 

Dance of the Widow Bride. The dis- 

tinctly un-PC “Good Luck Now” pro- 

vides a rollicking bridge from 

longtime Vancouver punk-roots fix- 

ture Berner’s first album in his current 

chosen genre, 2005's Whiskey Rabbi, 

to the more acid and fierce “bridal 

suite” (forgive the pun) that makes up 

the rest of the record. 

Berner's accordion and singular 
Kurt Weil-meets-the-Weakerthans 
voice are not alone in conjuring his 
vivid, often filthy ditties. His narrative 
acrobatics are underscored by the 
cabaret humour of his skillful musical 
accomplices, violinist Diona Davies 
and percussionist Wayne Adams. 

The ultimate wedding crashers, the 
trio by turns hector, mock, terrorize, 
sadden, pity, cheer and seduce the 
ladies throughout the literate, dark 
and turgid tunes—which is more 
affection than Berner shows the 
groom (whom he implies is a dread- 
fully boring fuck), the bridesmaids 
(who are slyly invited to partake in 
musician-fuelled anal sex) and the 
parents (portrayed as greedy, vacant 
shades peddling in hymens). 

Sex hasn’t been used this much as 
a weapon on a Canadian record since 
Carol Pope was a teenage sapphist 
(and while we’re on the topic of 
national treasures, Berner also deliv- 
ers a lurching, wheezing, dangerous 


ist= 


recordsacds 


top 10 sellers 


01. wincing the night away the shins 
02. hissing fauna... of montreal 

03. in. the abscence of truth isis 

04. gala mill the drones 

05. friend opportunity deerhoot 


deconstruction of Leonard Cohen's 
“Queen Victoria”). 


VISHWA MOHAN BHATT 
DESERT SLIDE 
SENSEWORLD MUSIC 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Vishwa Mohan Bhatt’s col- 
laboration with the musi- 
cians of Rajasthan, Desert 
THIS ROCKS Slide, opens up with “Helo 
Mharo Suno,” a lengthy exploration of 
some of the traditional sounds of 
India. The song is hypnotic, drawing 
the listener in with the repetitive beat- 
ing of the drums. There’s more than 
just the rhythm, though: Bhatt’s 
singing stirs the emotions as he wails 
over the beat. Topping it off, Bhatt 
also happens to be an impressive 
slide guitarist and he lays down some 
licks that are more expressive than 
what many of today’s slide players 
can pull off. Anyone taking a crack at 
learning slide guitar—regardless of 
the genre—would do well to pay 
attention to what Bhatt is doing. 

The rest of the album continues ina 
similar vein without becoming mired 
in unsurprising repetitiveness. Sure, 
this style of music demands a certain 
amount of repetition—especially when 
your shortest song is 10 minutes—but 
Bhatt and his collaborators successful- 
ly walk the tightrope between repeat- 
ed ideas and mapping out the songs 
so that they start someplace and finish 
up someplace new. Too often, so- 
called world music gets labeled as 
background music, but this is an 
album that demands that the listener 
take notice of what's going on in the 
songs. Bhatt will be in Edmonton play- 
ing at the Royal Alberta Museum The- 
atre on Thu, Feb 15 (8 pm). 


. 10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


tones of town 


keep reachin' up 


08. weekend in the city bloc party 

07. some loud thunder clap your hands say yeah 
08. please heat this... o. rodriguez & d. suzuki 
09. elektronika demonika sir richard bishop 

10. miljard circle 


AWEEKEND INTHE cry 
WICHITAMICE 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 


The opening song—") 2, 


trying to be heroic / jn 3, 

age of modernity’—\aun: 
THIS ROCKS €s us into the fects of * 
somethings drifting through Londo, 
One is “hunting for witches” thank 
the media's fear-mongering after ti), 
Tube bombings. 

Self-diversions and sidetrips spurt 
out: “After sex / the bitter tast: 
been fooled again.” 

There’s nothing static here—eve, 
thing's in motion, caught up in th. 
city’s buzz and mush. Each song ra 
on into bittersweet melodies ani 
stunning riffs. Singer Kele Okerek 
vocals stutter or are backed-up 
floating choruses. The guitars jerk an 
slash into urgent riffs. 

“The Prayer” mixes “ohm’ 
chants with a beat that surges in| 
surf of guitar behind Okereke’s 1 
surance that “tonight ... I will outshin 
all.” “Sunday” rides a keening soni 
strain; the commuter tale “Waiting fo: 
the 718” rolls from a chiming intr 
into high-speed flight. “Uniforn 
reflecting on the protective, conforr 
ist cool of youth, breaks from shin 
mering, Cure-ish ennui into a swirl o/ 
sound. 

With this second release, the British 
foursome has managed to put oul a 
more cohesive, ambitious album than 
their debut. Silent Alarm was a serie 
of one-night stands; A Weekend in th 
City is the love affair. 


THEME AND VARIATIONS 
BLOCKS RECORDING CLUB 
TRENT MCMARTIN / trent @vueweekly.com 
Bob Wiseman's quirkiness 
has always been his bigges| 
appeal. The former membe! 
THIS ROCKS Ff Blue Rodeo has always 
had a taste for the dramatics, and his 
eccentricities and willingness to tr) 
new things despite commercial failure 
have only added to the “realness” 
his music. And again it’s that authe! 
tic artistry that is being showcased on 
his ninth solo record. 

The arrangements are simple ana 
stripped down, using minimal instru 
mentation to convey the pain and 
heartache of “Who am I?,” “Dead 
Inside,” “Passion Flowers” and “Th 
Henry Moore Room,” while »Three 
Men” is a humorous narrative 0! ° 
love rectangle between a womal' 
and three oblivious male suito! 
who unknowingly know they're da‘- 
ing the same girl. Honestly dire 
are intensely intimate, Wiseme" 
finally offers up a solo album the! 
plays up his strengths, remindiné 
longtime fans why they loved him \" 
the first place. 


BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
You know that old saying, “if 
€y you can remember the 
1960s you weren’t really 
WSISOK there?” I think we ought to 
update it to read, "if you weren’t 
there, why not quit mining the 1960s 
to further your artistic career.” 

The Return to Form Black Magick 

by Pop Levi isn’t bad, really; it's 
just that, like almost everything else 
that is mining the decade for the last 
available gold, it’s boring and irrele- 
vant. Even Brian Jonestown Massacre 
is better known for their wild stage 
show than for their much better 
rehashing of these old ideas. The 
whole thing is pretty formulaic—quiet 
and reverby, mix in a little psyche- 
delia, shake for a while and presto: a 
modern take on a ‘60s sound. 

Though it’s all very technically well 
done, the only time there’s a spark of 
any kind is on the fourth track, “Pick- 
Me-Up Uppercut.” This track works 
best because it mixes their psychedelic 
vibe with an updated electro/ dance- 
punk one. But really, that whole dance- 
punk thing is getting a little long in the 
tooth as well, so maybe it’s not the best 
choice the band could have made. 


THE MORNING STARS 
i CHANGE THE WORLD 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
If you were making a list of 
@ the most influential bands to 
ever grace the face of the 
THS SUCKS arth, the Beatles would 
surely be right up there. If you were 
making a list of the bands whose 
gigantic influence had inspired the 
limpest copy cat music that contained 
not one iota of the innovation of the 
original band, the Beatles would sure- 
ly be right up there on that list too. 

And so it is with the Morning Stars. 
These guys certainly wear their influ- 
ences on their sleeves, and it doesn’t 
wear very well. They're accomplished 
musicians to be sure, and their songs 
aren‘t even half bad, it’s just that I can 
only stand so many Beatles-clones. 
Toronto safe-rock bands. What is with 
that city, anyways? Does the smog 
inhibit creativity? Why does the region 
consistently produce so much palat- 
able, boring music that your grand- 
mother would like? The Morning Stars 
are technically from Hamilton, Cana- 
da’s steel city, where the air is perhaps 
worse, so maybe this smog theory of 
mine holds water. 

Anyways, You Can’t Change the 
World certainly won't. Also, why do 
bands choose album titles that open 
themselves up to petty jokes by the 
likes of bitter old me? 


Cash stil brings'itin = 


ENTER SANDOR 


—] 

aA 

= | STEVEN SANDOR 
= | steven@veweeklycom 


There are probably still some people 
out there who believe that an artist 
needs to sell hundreds of thousands of 
records—maybe even millions—to 
get on the charts. 

Not true. In the last week of Janu- 
ary, Nelly Furtado’s album, Loose, stood 
at #1 on the Nielsen SoundScan Cana- 
dian charts. According to SoundScan, 
Loose sold just 6 000 copies across the 
country that week to get the top spot. 
That's right. No typo. So-called pop 
stars aren't nearly as popular as the 
media might lead you to believe. 

Needing to sell only 6 000 albums in 
a week to be a #1 artist underscores 
the decline in sales that plagues the 
music business—and why the charts 
may soon become Irrelevant. 

According to SoundScan's year-end 
report for 2006, album sales continue 
to slide. Overall album sales were at 
46.2 million last year, not including 
downloaded music. A comparison? 
According to federal government sta- 
tistics, in 2001, 59.7 million albums 
were scanned in Canada. 

While Canadians prefer albums 
labeled as alternative music to any- 
thing else it is in decline, with shrink- 
ing sales year after year. In fact, only 
two genres are growing in album 
sales; classical album sales went up 
21 per cent and country music went up 
15 per cent. My guess is that because 
those genres have lots of older listen- 
ers, who might not be hip to down- 
loading, they still bring customers into 
record shops. 


QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY ano TB PLAYER 
quickspins@vueweekly.com 


HAIKU! 


BUCK BROTHERS 


ME 

BACKZFORWARD 

Cheeky British rock 

The heart's in the right place but 
The bar-chord hand ain't 


CHAMPION 
CHILL “EM ALL 
SABOTEUR 


Dance music for folks 
Who'd rather get drunk and just 
Space out on the couch 


L LAGERFELD 
Les MUSHIUES QUE JAIME 
TOLERANCE 


This leathery bloke 
Is kookier than MJ! 
But the tunes are great 


THE END 
ENT 


ELEM 

RELAPSE 

If Linkin Park had 

A younger, more violent, less 
Retarded brother 


When it comes to an individual 
artist, Canada’s top seller is .. ahem 
. dead. 

OK, the dead person in question is 
Johnny Cash, who is an icon and all, 
but it is a sad commentary on the state 
of the business when the 544 598 he 
sold in Canada last year puts him at 
#1. Yes, with all the albums and box 
sets he has on store shelves, there is a 
heck of a lot of Johnny Cash material 
for the average person to buy. The 
Man in Black actually didn’t have a 
single entry in the list of top 10 individ- 
ual albums sold in 2006, That honour 
went to James Blunt's Back to Bedlam, 
with over 456 000 copies sold. Which 
means, in a couple of years, there's 
going to be a huge run on this album at 
used record stores. 

And digital numbers are significant, 
but not overwhelming. Justin Timber 
lake’s “Sexyback” was the top down- 
loaded single of the year, with about 
55 000 recorded downloads across 
Canada. That's less than an eighth of 
the number of Blunt albums sold. So, 
while digital music is on the rise, the 
downswing in album sales can’t be 
solely blamed on the internet 

Maybe the problem is the fact that 
media and radio keep stuffing pop 
stars down our throats, and we're 
really not all that interested. Yes, Fur- 
tado and her pop friends may still get 
#1 albums, but they sure don’t sell like 
they used to. With so much to choose 
from, the majority of the public is turn- 
ing off the mainstream and turning on 
to, well, Johnny Cash. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


CHIMAIRA 
RESURRECTION 

FERRET 

Balls-out metal with 
Supa-fast chunka-chunka, 
Top-notch screamitude 


ARCHITECTS 

NIGHTMARES 

DISTORT 

Well-crafted chaos 

With each scream and random note 
Perfectly in place 
YOUNG DUBLINERS 
WITH ALL DUE RESPECT 
frish pub standards 


That will get you dancing and 
Screaming for more beer 


KATHARINE MCPHEE 
i MCPHEE 


The Idol cast-off 
Discount bin at Wal-Mart just 
Got a topping-up 


CK LIPS 
is alas DEL MUNDO NUEVO 


Grimey and ballsy 
Pays homage to the church of 
Ye olde Reverb Tank! 


[mh 


Thegs, bors 
NVORYSECLUB 


&/ ©BONY LOUNGE 
EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 
DUELING P 


Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
Friday and Saturday 9pm. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - HO COVER 


2940 Calgary Trail South 465-6800 theivoryciub.com 
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wit ASTROLOGY 


ROB BREZSHY 
freewill @yueweekly.com 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 19) 
Happy Valentine Daze, Aries! On this 
lover's holiday, let's see what we can do 
to purge some of your old romantic 
karma. To begin, write a list of the worst 
sins you've committed against your ex- 
intimates. Include behaviour that was 
ignorant, cruel or unconscious. Next, 
think of atonements you might make for 
the hurtful things you did. Finally, Aries, 
forgive yourself of your errors. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Taurus! During 
this lover's holiday, | encourage you to 
devote yourself full-time to acting like a 
person who's in love. Even if you're not 
currently in the throes of passion for a 
special someone, pretend you are. Every- 
where you go, exude that charismatic 
blend of shell-shocked contentment and 
blissful turmoil that comes over you 
when you're infatuated. Let everyone 
you meet soak up the delicious wisdom 
you exude. Dispense free blessings and 
extra slack like a rich saint high on natu- 
ral endorphins. (1 assure you that this 
assignment is in perfect accord with the 
astrological omens.) 


“GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 
Happy Valentine Daze, Gemini! | hope 
you'll be very specific about what you want 
from intimacy and collaboration in the com- 
ing months. To get you in the mood, I’ve 
written a personal ad for you to use. 


£5) TOTALLY GAY 


| botallygay@vueweekly.com 


Organized sports. Gym class. Track and 
field. All things that bring up more emo- 
tions—the good, the bad and the awk- 
ward—than anyone probably would like 
to admit. Think about your experiences in 
gym class or on an after-school team: 
maybe you were that smart-ass teenage 
intellectual openly debating the academic 
merit of running laps or hitting balls with 
your unimpressed phys ed teacher, or 
thinking about what kind of illness you 
could feign to get out of next week's big 
track meet. You could have been the kid 
picked last. On the other side, maybe you 
were the girl who always beat the boys in 
everything. 

Now I’m sure there are many gays 
who've never experienced the inherent 
humiliation of being involved with sports 
growing up, but for every one of those, 
there are probably at least 10 more 
who've either been hassled in the change- 
toom or heckled from the sidelines. 

Enter Team Edmonton: a newly formed 
network that hopes to connect members 
of the GLBT community with other fike- 
minded individuals through sports and 
recreation, from beginners to pros. At 
teamedmonton.ca, there are links, con- 
tact info and schedules for many different 
sports and teams specifically for the local 
GLBT community, everything from drop-in 


ontort says 


volleyball to cheerleading to curling to 
running and swimming. Did you even 
know that we had a running club or a 
swim team? Well, we do, and according 
to Bryce Winter, the president of Team 
Edmonton, that was precisely the point 
behind creating a network like Team 
Edmonton. When he recently moved back 
to the city from Toronto, he found it diffi- 
cult to find any events, groups or activi- 
ties he could participate in as a GLBT 
individual. There was little information 
and what he could find on the internet or 
in papers was outdated. 

“If you're gay in Edmonton and you're 


First Annual North America OUTgames, 
Edmonton, as a city, will have a presence. 

“We don’t want to look like the poor 
cousins from the north or anything,” Win- 
ter jokes. 


PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT func- 
tion of Team Edmonton, however, is to 
build up and support the existing GLBT 
sports community in our city. According to 
Winter, it’s a struggle for some teams to 
maintain a consistent membership 
because there is a lack of information and 
communication within the city’s discon- 
nected gay community. 


‘Flowers are just the dead sex organs of a 
plant and chocolates give you diabetes.” 


Googling for something to do, you'll prob- 
ably find some bars and some bathhous- 
es,” he says. “But it's not the sort of thing 
that the organizers of Team Edmonton feel 
are necessarily what people are looking 
for. Just because you're gay doesn’t mean 
you're only into these sorts of activities.” 
In addition to the website, Team 
Edmonton will also serve as a sort of 
common thread between all of the indi- 
vidual teams, themselves. One group of 
Many groups, so to speak, with the same 
logo and slogan (“Come out and play”) so 
that when GLBT athletes travel down to 
Calgary this April to participate in the 


“There are teams whose viability is 
threatened because of the lack of mem- 
bers and I'm quite certain it's not because 
there aren't enough gay people in Edmon- 
ton,” he says. “I'm sure there are more 
people than ever. But it may just be 
because people don’t know about them. 
The communication lines are down and 
that's where Team Edmonton comes in— 
we're going to be that bridge connecting 
individuals to these groups. 

“And | think a lot of people have it in 
their heads that becoming involved in any 
sort of sports is really intimidating,” he 
continues. “My experience with gay 


“Come out and play’ 


Sports associations and our members ;, 
that they really, really bend over bac, 
wards to help people integrate into 3, 
activity. So whether that's through matin, j 
the point of saying hello to the new per 
son of through coaching or mentoring 
everyone's made comfortable. By: ,; 
Somebody is not sure about joining ; 
team or participating, my recommend 
tion would be to come out to Teay, 
Edmonton events or inquire on the web 
site about the sports that you might be 
interested in and email the contact {o, 
any particular sport for more information 
Go, what have you got to lose?” 

Team Edmonton is having its officia| 
launch party this Sat, Feb 10 at the Mave; 
ick Brewery (10229 - 105 Street) from 7:29 
- 10:30 pm. Attend, make some connec 
tions, ask some questions, and have some 
beer. Go to teamedmonton.ca for more 
information about the launch, the organi 
Zation and the various GLBT sports groups 


AND ONE LAST THING: Next Wednesday 
is Valentine's Day, so | thought | would 
share some insightful advice from my 
highschool biology teacher about what he 
gets for his wife on Feb 14. 

“Flowers are just the dead sex organs of 
a plant and chocolates give you diabetes 
he said. “| just give my wife money.” 

How romantic! But if you're out o/ 
money, just tell that certain someone how 
much you like that they're always around 
| know | probably don’t do it enough. Or. 
um, at all. w 


a 


Slapstick thinker with refined sensibil- 
ities seeks a saint-like sinner with 
insanely cool style for a long-distance 
Joyride towards the outskirts of Nirvana. 
Established meditation practice and a 
good bedside manner are desirable. 
Would it be too much to ask that you 
might also have a high level of emotional 
intelligence without boring me to death 
with your maturity? Is it possible that 
you'll be an entertaining talker who also 
knows how to listen with your wild heart 
turned up all the way? Let's keep rein- 
venting ourselves forever. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Cancerian! | sing a 
sly wow toward the sky and murmur a 
resonant yow toward the earth in rowdy 
reverent gratitude for the wonders that 
come your way from the special people in 
your life. | send out a special yaya and 
gaga to that Mysterious Other who has 
the power to challenge you, teach you, 
confound you, inspire you and love you 
almost as well as you love yourself. Long 
may your story unfold in all of its enig- 
matic glory! Long may you liberate each 
other from your suffering! 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Leo! | predict that 
more love will flow into your life in the 
future. Why? Because beginning now, you 
will remove the obstructions that have 
been interfering with that flow. That's not 
all. More love will flow into your life 
because you'll decide that you are actual- 
ly very lovable—more lovable than 
you've previously acknowledged. That's 
not all. More love will flow into your life 
because you will vow to invoke in your- 
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self a tremendous surge of willpower that 
will make you hungry to give love, to 
bestow blessings and to extend favours. 
You'll derive deep pleasure, a real libidi- 
nous thrill, from radiating generous emo- 
tions in all directions. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 -SEP 22) 

“You've been walking the ocean's edge, 
holding up your robes to keep them dry,” 
writes Coleman Barks in his translation 
of the 13th-century poet Rumi. What he 
means is that you've been too tentative 
and inhibited in your relationship with 
the tidal forces of love. “You must dive 
naked under and deeper under,” Barks 
and Rumi continue, “a thousand times 
deeper!” Consider taking the poets’ 
advice, Virgo. If you can’t manage diving 
a thousand times deeper, try to at least 
make it a hundred times. Happy Valen- 
tine Daze! 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Libra! After care- 
ful meditation about what advice might 
help you expand your experience of inti- 
macy, I've decided to offer you the fol- 
lowing meditation. “Love sometimes 
gets tired of speaking sweetly. It wants 
to rip to shreds all your erroneous 
notions of truth that make you fight 
within yourself, and with others.” So 
writes Daniel Ladinsky in his translation 
of a poem by Hafiz. Love, he continues, 
“sometimes wants to do us a great 
favour: hold us upside down and shake 
all the nonsense out.” That's a pretty 
good description of where | think you 
are in your current relationship with 
love, Libra. | hope you're brave enough 
to cooperate with its gift. 


MUSIC 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Scorpio! | dare you 
to up the ante in your relationship with a 
special someone who both frustrates and 
inspires you. One way to do that might be 
to say the following to that person: “We 
are pain and what cures pain, both. We 
are the sweet cold water and the jar that 
pours. | want to hold you close like a lute, 
So that we can cry out with loving. Would 
you rather throw stones at a mirror? | am 
your mirror and here are the stones.” 
(This passage was written by the 13th- 
century poet Rumi and translated by Cole- 
man Barks.) 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

“From studying the samurai art of kendo,” 
writes a reader named Amanda, “I've 
learned that some of history's most fear- 
some warriors derived their great strength 
from sublime tenderness.” Your assign- 
ment during this season of love, Sagittar- 
ius, is to act on that advice in every way 
you can imagine. | want you to be a sensi- 
tive juggernaut of courage and daring in 
the coming months, and | believe the best 
way to do that is to intensify your commit- 
ment to mastering the art of ingenious inti- 
macy. Happy Valentine Daze! 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Capricorn. | dare 
you to say the following to a special 
someone with whom you want to be clos- 
er: “Your face is true and your hair is per- 
fect and | love you. You make boats in my 
dreams and you speak without words and 
| love you. Your fears unnerve me and 
your questions amuse me and | love you. | 
love you not only for who you are, but for 
the interesting person | become when I'm 


with you. | say | love you and love you 
and love you until the words become the 
constant song of your voice in my head 
and the original ache of memory in my 
soul. | love you more than life and death 
more than everything that's in between 
the light and the dark. Do you believe 
me? Try harder. Do you believe me now? 
I'm always with you, which is why | know 
you will never abandon yourself.” 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Aquarius! During 
this lover's holiday, I'm praying for you to 
have mind-boggling communions with 
smart-mouthed, quick-thinking virtuosos 
who are at least as brilliant as you. In 
accordance with the promises of your cu'- 
rent astrological omens, | just want to 
see you stimulated to the point of spiritu- 
al and intellectual rapture by kaleidoscop- 
ic give-and-take sessions. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Happy Valentine Daze, Pisces! My team 
of Prayer Warriors and | are sending you 
surges of the smartest love we can con 


_ jure up. Through the sweet fierce force o! 


our high-tech magic, we've transformed 
our hearts into the equivalents of 
100 000-watt broadcasting towers thal 
are dosing you with wave after wave of 
primal adoration and appreciation. Open 
yourself to our gift, please. It's as real as 
a thunderstorm, as potent as the Bud- 
dha’s libido. If you've felt that no one 
could ever see you for who you really are. 
let us prove you wrong. If you've fanta- 
sized that no one will ever be completely 
on your side, surrender to the overwhelm: 
ing evidence that we are your shockingly 
friendly allies. w 


‘Garden Mall, Main Entrance, 109 St, 
Valentine's fur protest, www. V4A.org * 


il.com * Monthly pub- 


1205-101 St(479-1993) 
'* Healing Circle: every Mon (6-8pm) 
pm}, every Tue (5-7pm) Volleyball; 


very Fri (all day) * ‘Safe Using and Harm. 
month (11am-12pm) * Tobacco Reduction; 
‘Night; every Fri (6-8pm) 


A. St (988-3802) « Meeting every 2nd Sun 
© NDEnvirocaucus * $2 
| METWORK OF EDMONTON Eastwood 
we, 1803-86 St www edmcommunitygardens.org 
© Free info sessions © Tue, Fab. 13 (7pmy, pre-register at 


COMPASSION Korean Temple, 10122-89 St (474-4413) « Talk by 
‘Tibetan Lame, Binoche Gyuramey * Sun, Feb. 12(6-7:30pm} » 


YH CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 13212-105 Ave # 
sein reser by ew Ywonne Racine ¢ Every Tue {1-3pm) 


eo Fioyal Alberta Museum (473-2540) « 


h Dr. Heather Proctor speaking on Mites 


Associated with Ve The Good, the Bad, and the Amazing * 
fri Feb, 16 (709m) 
‘THE FRIENDS OF MEDICARE CAPITAL 
| South 177, U of A Campus (492-0614) * This 


‘and ears on the ground in the Capital Health 
Region fi preserve public healthcare and will work in coor: 
‘ination with FOM (provincial) and CCPH « Feb. 13 (7pm) * Free 


BREAT EXPEDIMIONS-HOSTEL TRAVEL Hostelling Intemational, 
10647-8) Ave (454_6216/455-6741) « Potporti of Intemational Slides 
presented by Daryl Riche! (CUSR Radio) * Feb 12 (7:30pm) * Free 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale School, 6415-106 St 
(463.9778) wwew imagesab.ca * Meets every 2nd and 4th Thu (Bpm) 
each month featuring presentations, speakers, workshops, outings. 
monthly and yearend competitions. Photographers of all levels are wel- 
come * $40 (individual membership}/$50 (famity)/$20 (full-time stu- 
dent; visitors may attend three times before joining 
INTRODUCTION TO GENDER-BASED ANALYSIS, HIV/AIDS: THE 
LOCAL AMD GLOBAL PICTURE HIV Edmonton, Suite #300 11456 
142 ext 227) * Gain a greater understanding gen- 


Place S 
Presentation by Sandra Sorestad * Thu, Feb. 8(1:15-3pm) 


LUNCH BY THE BOOKS Stanley A. Milner Library * Writing 
Biography Pleasures and Challenges, panel discussion with Christine 
Wiesenthal, Juliet McMaster, and |'S. Maclaren * Fab. 25 (12:05- 
12:50pm) © Froe 

‘MEDICINE-BUDDHA EMPOWERMENT Korean Temple, 10122-89 


ptheeventcoordinators.com 


S. of Wetaskiwin Joking for 
ry and room & board. Phone 
; snagware@incentre.net 


Ung Tibetan Beddtict 


on T0301 ‘SL www gadensamtenting org (&73- 
‘by Kushok Lobisang Dhamchoe: beginner Tue (7pm. interred- 
‘Wed (7pm) advanced Sun (t1am-1pm)* Brakma Kamerts 
‘World Spiritual Organization, 205-1 0132-105 St, (425-1050) 
eww bkwsu.org, Fiajs Yoga Meditation 
PARENT TALK (481-1232) Boys and Girls Clubs of Fimonton offers 
‘Support groups and workshops for parents at various city locations 


PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFE Stanley A Milner Library, Edmonton Am, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Owning Embryos or Commercializing 
Life? How will the World Receive Stam Cell Patents? with Timothy 
Caulfield © Feb. 10 (2-330pm) * Free 


‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (436-5930) « For women who 
‘Gre expanencing chaos as 3 result of a life crisis and who feel isolat- 
ed * Group meets each week 


‘SOMETIMES THE TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN FICTION TELUS 
‘World of Science (451-3344) * Presentation by Cisire Martin, part of 
new Women-in-Science Series * Sat, Feb. 10 (7pm) * $20 [incl. meet- 
‘and-greet reception with Martin, and a showing of Hurricane on the 
‘Bayou in MAX) * Tickets available at TELUS World of Science 


‘STORM CHASING IN ALBERTA TELUS World of Science (451- 
3344) © Presentation by Claire Martin and Jamie Archibald * Sat, 
Feb. 10(3pm)* Free = 


‘STRAW BALE MUD PARTY 11.208-127 Si (728-2369) * Straw bale 
builder Mario Houle will focus on different aspects of interior finish- 
‘ing Using clay and other natural materials * Fab. 10-11 © Free. 
donations appreciated; pre-register 


‘STRENGTHENING VOLUNTEER BOARDS Grant MacEwan College, 
im 5-175, City Centre Campus. 10700-104 Ave (497-4780) * For 
board members wanting to learn more about roles, o to learn to 
work effectively as a team member * Sat, Feb. 10 (9am-430pm) * 
‘$20 (incl. refreshments); pre-register 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * City Lights Toastmasters Downtown 
(426-5882) Set your own pace to become @ comfortable and confident 
public speaker, meetings every Tue (noon) * Chamber Toastmasters 
‘Cha: (780) 459-5206; Visit us and learn how to deliver effective pre~ 
‘sentations, conduct business meetings, and develop as a communica- 
tor and a leader; every Thu (6pm) * "Mersters: Beverly United Church 
meeting room, 11919-40 St (476-6963) Improve speaking skills, leader- 
ship skills, time management, organizational, listening and social 
skills; every Wed (7-Spm) * Parswers: Best Western Cedar Park Inn, 
5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808) www. pursuers. org; weekly meet- 
ings to improve your communication and leadership skills in a support- 
ive environment every Wed (7-9pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525-101 St, 
North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support meetings for TS adults and 
parents of TS kids * First Wed each month 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA POLITICAL SCIENCE SPEAKER 
SERIES Tory 1-91, U of A Campus (492-5380) * Lectures, Political 
Economy of Africa-India Relations: Remaking of a South-South 
Alliance?, presented by Dr. Meenal Shrivastava and Political 
Economy of Africa-China Relations, presented by Dr. Wenran Jiang * 
Thu, Feb. 8 (3:30pm) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Community Hall, 9231-100 
Aye (988-2713/466-1448) * Monthly potluck, bring a vegetarian {lacto- 
‘ovo), vegan or raw dish for six a5 well as cutlery and crockery for your- 
self * Sun, Feb. 11 (5:30-7pm) * $2 (member/$3 (non-member) 


VOCAL IMPROVISATION GROUP 432 2226 or email: 
estheranna,st@gmx.ch * Group using voice as an instrument in 
impro-excercises and in free yooal improvisation just starting * The 
first Sat each month (14pm) 


WELLNESS FOCUS GROUP e-mail: feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 
* Seeking participants to commit to a series of 4 free workshops 
before Spring 2007! Focus is on wellness services in Edmonton 
‘amoung the business community. Participants will be asked to give 
feedback after one hour sessions 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona Farmers’ Market * 
Silent vigil every 1st. and 3rd Sat ea month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence (10-11am) * Sat, Feb. 17 (10-1Tam) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * Sex, sexual, gender dif- 
ferences in education and culture focus group * Contact Dr Andre 
Grace (andre grace®@ualberta ca) for info 


SSIFIEDS 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 


able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 


4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


‘betp//groups yahoo. com/group/owedmonton * Social Group fa bi-cute 
‘ous end bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea month (7:30prri) 
BOOTS AMD SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) * Large uve with 
pool tables, restaurant. shows. Members only 


BUDDYS MITE CLUB 117256 Jasper Ave (482-7736) * Open nightly 
Spm-dam, Fri Bpm-Jpm.* Sun Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca 
and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella 
NEI in The GoDanna Show, DJ WestCosstBabyDaddy * Mon, 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow. midnight. OJ 
WestCoastBabyOaddy * Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchsser 
* Wed Hump day with 0J Sexoy Seen * Thu: Wet underwear con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ WestCoastBabyOaddy * Fri We 
made ‘em famous! 0. Eddy Toonfiash, come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, free pool and 
tourney, OU Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7950) 
* Open 24/7 * www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION vw e<inon 
‘onrta.org * Monthly after businass mixer: Network and share contacts 
in the GLBT business community * Second Wed ea month 


HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BRAZIL FUNDRAISER Alex Taylor Gym, 
‘$321 Jasper Ave (701-7777) * An evening of dance performances 
featuring Salsa, Tango. belty dancing and Capoeira hosted by Diana 
Moy Sanchez (Salsaddiction} * Sat, Fab. 10 (8:30pm) * $10 (adv) at 
TIX on the Square: $15 (door) 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 Jasper Ave 
(488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton com * Programs and support 
services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related ill- 
nesses. Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, educa- 
ton, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 1045-104 St (387-3343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and supporters meet the 2nd Thu 
each month (8pm); http://groups. yahoo. com/group/edmonton_ illusions/ 


IMSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization (or les: 
bian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, gradu: 
ate student. academic, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu ea 
month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ual. 
berta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingpositive.ca {1 
877-375-9448/488-5768) * Providing confidential peer support to 
people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-Spm}: Support group * Daily 
drop-in, pase counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 8406 Marie~ 
Anne Gaboury (91 St) Am 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS 
prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, English and 
other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) * Free 
{member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB Www geocities.com/making 
waves_edm * Recreational and competitive swimming with casch- 
ing, beginners encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices 
= Every Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (483-3234) * Open: 
Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears Movie Night Bears Club 
Jast Sun ea month (1-5pm, TV room) * Trans Education/Support 
Group: Support and education for transsexvel, transgendered, inter 
‘sexed, two-spirited and questioning individuals, Ist. 3rd, last Sun ea 
‘month (24pm) with Cody * Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group 
‘Mens social and discussion group; every Sun (7pm), Rob Wells at robs 
wells780@hotmail.com * Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea 
month (2-4pm) with Noelle, friendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
owner@yahoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: Movie nights with 
themed movies and discussion afterwards; every Mon * TTIO 
Alliance: Support meeting for transgender, transsexual, intersex and 
questioning 2nd Tue ea month; ttiqualfiance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 # 
GLBT Seniors Drop-In: Every Thu (24pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 * 
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine Anonymous meeting, 
Thu 7-Bpm, CA Hotline 425-2715 * HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every 
other Thu (7pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: Youth support and 
social group, every Sat (7-9pm), yuy@shaw.ca, 

wav members shaw.ca/yuy * Suit Up and Show Up-Big Book Study, 
Sat (12-2); suitupshowup@hormail com * NOP LGBT Caucus: last Sun 
ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St. back entrance 990-0038) * 
Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 

THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Thu, Sun Spm-3am, Fri 
Sat Bpm-4am, closed Mon, Tue, Wed * Thu Thursday's are Gorgeous 
with Hastess Hootie MeBoob, featuring Drag Kings and Queens, bur- 


eee 


Tracker Logistics Inc. 
Come and join our team... 


We are looking for enthusiastic Full-Time Warehouse 
Workers to work weekends of nights. 


Job tasks include assembling orders, off loading trailers 
and receiving goods, PeIsiy stock and packing 
orders. 


Qualifications: 
* Grade 12 diploma preferred, 
* Previous warehouse and forklift 
experience an asset, but not required, 
© Reliable transportation required. 


We are a safety oriented environment that provides 
the necessary in house training. 


$14.50-$16.50/hour plus competitive benefit package. 
Drop your resume off at 
3905-81 Avenue, Leduc 
OR send your resume to: 


Fax: 780-980-8920 
Email: shawna.yam@exel.com 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 


‘Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 


instruction since 1981, 


EVENTS 


oeg rics rat Month * Fri: All 

Y wi ete 
Thame Saar ge eo 
DJ Jazzy (new music) upstairs * Sun Flashback Sundays: Featuring 
hostesses Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair, rotating guests. Fres pool all 


hight long, $3 caver * Weekends: $4 (memberz\/$6 (nan- 
memiberl/Sun $2 cover 


‘SINGLE LESBIANS 49 PLUS © A woman's social group. gathers once 
‘@ month on Sat for conversation over ted and coffee * Information e- 
mail: singlewomen40plust®hotmail com 

‘STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) * Steam baths open 
daily (24hrs) 


WOODYS 11723 Josper Ave (428-6557) Open Daily (noon) * Sat-Tue 
Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CANADIAN BIRKEBEINER SKI FESTIVAL Elk Island National Park, 
Hwy 16, 50 km East of Edmonton (430-7183) * Cross-country 2k 
‘event. Nordic Fair on Feb. Sth and the Viking Feast on Feb. 10th « 
Feb 9-10 


(CUPID'S CAPERS The Palace, 3223 Parsons Rd, 99 St (420-1757) * 
A Valentine's dinner and dance with the 18-piece big band Trocadero. 
featuring Leanne Kuhnert * Sat. Feb. 10 (cash bar: 6:15pm: buffer 
dinner; 7pm: dance: 6:30-11:30pm) * $50 available at TIX an the 
Square. www trocadero.ca 


EAST MEETS WEST: FROM THE GANGES TO THE NILE The 
Citadel Maclab Theatre (415-5211) * Dance theatre production pre- 
sented by Movements. The Afro-Caribbean Dasnce Ensemble * Sat 
Feb. 24 (8pm) © $25 


EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL-THE WORLDS 
HOTTEST COMMERCIALS Garnesu Theatre, 8712-109 St 
wermedmontonfilmfest.com * Fundraiser, a theatrical screening of 
the best TV commercials from around the world * Tickots $10 
(adult/$7 (youth/student)/$6 (Monday screenings and seniors) * 
Until Feb. 8; 2pm matinees on Sat and Sun 


FILM FESTIVAL Marcus Garvey Centre for Unity 12526-126 Ave 
(423-5262) * Presented by JANA Edmonton, part of Black History 
Month Fri, Feb. 23 


GLOBAL CITIZENRY POST 9/11: RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, 
ACCOUNTABILITY-PART 2. ARLINGTON WEST Wiitemud Library, 
Whitemud Crossing Shopping Centre, 4211-106 Sx (496-8357) « 
Documentary film, Arlington West. on the Veterans For Peace assem: 
bling a mock comatery as a provocative public art installation * Tye. 
Feb. 20 (7pm) * Free, donations accepted, pre-register 


HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BRAZIL FUNDRAISER DANCE SHOW 
Alex Taylor School, 9321 Jasper Ave * Presented by the Art of Life 
with the Salsaddiction Dance Compeny * Sat, Feb. 10 (Spm show, 
followed by a social dance at 10pm) * $10 {adv TIX on the 
Square}/$15 (door) 


INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT WEEX EVENT AT HIV 
EDMONTON © Intro to Gender Based Analysis. HIV/AIDS * Feb. 10 ¢ 
Froe * RSVP * more info: voltoo@hivedmantan.com 


INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT WEEK CELEBRATION fucka: 
Amphitheatre, Citade! Theatre, 9828-101 Ave (431-8405) « 
Performancos by Asani, Kat Danser, Stewie Neck Bottle and African 
music and dance * Fri, Feb. 9 (7pm) * Free 


REGGAETON 214-A VALENTINE'S AFFAIR Bamboleo Latin Lounge, 
9221-34 Ave * With Cruzito, OJ Myztiko, Erin V,, and Los Play 
fab 16 * $15 (adv), more day of, www.bamboleo.ca 


‘SHLVER SKATE FESTIVAL Hawrelak Park (454-9203) * A celobration 
‘of winter featuring winter activities for all ages including Nightworks, a 
sound and light show at sunsat * Sat. Fab. 17-18 * Free 


TASTE OF AFRICA AND CARIBBEAN Marcus Garvey Contre for 
Unity, 12526-126 Ave (425-0319) * Food, arts, steel drums, dorninoes, 
African drummers and more; part of the Black History Month * Sat 
Feb. 17(2-10pm) © $5 (adutt}/$2 (child 7-12)/free (child 6 and under) 


WIGHTWORKS IN THE PARK Hawrelak Park (454-9209) * A sound 
and light show with throat singing with Tanya Tagag Gilis, snow 
screen projections and a fire show with stilt performer Randall Fraser 
and a performance by Asani Contemporary Aboriginal Women’s Trio* 
Sat, Fob. 17 (4.30pm) 


VALENTINES DANCE PARTY Nortngato Lions Recreation Centre, 
7524-139 Ave © Benefit tor S1LR.EN S. with Nerkalwerks, Laurello, 
‘and Tacoy Ride, and Bill Bouma * Feb. 16 * $20 at TicketMastar 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD-MOJADOS: THROUGH THE 


* Fri 
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KARAOKE ad 


BAR-B-BAR 4242-23 Ave (451-2244) © Every Thu and Sat (Spmy 
James, Mr. Entertainment * Every Sun (7pm): Jamos, Mr. 
Entertzinment 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony Plain Re (404 
7751} * Every Wed (8pm-12ami; every Thu. Fri, Sat {9:30pm-1 30am 
with Right Said &d 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 16231-5 St (475-4235) « Every Sun 
(8pen-12} with Jeannie and Bruce 


CASTLEDOWW'S P UB 16752-100 St * Every Tue (9pm-tam) with 
Off-Key Entertainment 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Ad (462-6565) « Every 
Tue (Spmi: with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


(CROWN AMD ANCHOR 15277 Castiedowns Ad (472-7696) * Ever 
Tho 


ECO PUB 9505-55 Ave (435-5050) * Every Mon (Spmi: with Sonia, 
Prosound Productions 


FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every Thu-Sat 
(Spm-2amf, with Jeannie and Bruce 


GAS PUMP 10165-114 Si 1488-4841) « 


ry Tue-Wed (9:30penr 
Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


HAWNEYE'S TOO 1044-102 St (421-3895) © Every Fri [Bpm-mid- 
night with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 
KQUGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 $1 (451-0587) © Every Fri-Sat 
{10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace inn, 4440 Gateway Bivd (431-5815) 
© Evory Sun (8pm): With 


-volution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) « Fridays karaoke (Spe 
with Chwis 


MOJO'S Best Westom Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) + 
Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosaund Productions 


MEWCASTLE PUB 6105-90 Ave (43 


(O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-19 Ave (469-8165) * Every Thu 
(9pm-lam) 


y Thu 


OM THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482 
Every Mon (9pm); Hosted by Mr. Entertainm: 
Salsa ond the City Thursdays: Latin music 
Thu (Spm) 

ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) * Every Wed/Thu/Sun 
{9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


PEPPERS Westmount Mall, 135 St, 113 Ave (45 


and Salsa lessons, eve 


8022) © Every Thu 
(930pmn-1:20am): with Gord from Stonerack Producti 

RATT 2-900 Students’ Union Bidg, 8900 114 St. U of A (432-2153) 
Hey, What Are These Tunes Called? Name That Tune every Tue with 


Colin Krieger * K 


baby: every Wed (9pm) with Cot 


ROSARIOS 11715-1008 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running Karaoke 
bar, 7 days 3 week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10504-101 St( 
every Mon-Sat (Spm): Sun (7pm): with Ruth * Hi 
(482-1600): daily (9.30pm) * Oid S 
every Thu-Sat (3:20pm-1:30am) * 99 St, 63 A 
Jam). with Olf-Key Entertainment 


every Tho-Sat (Spm- 


SANTANNAS 17330 Stony Plain Ad (481-7625) * “Every Wed: (Bpm- 
12): with Jeannie and Bruce a | 


SILVER MARTINI (0658-156 St * Every Sat (Som-Tam} with 
ProSound 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AMD ROLLER SKATING DISCO 1710-104 
$t (472-6336) * Every Tue, Fri-Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm} 


THORSBY HOTEL * Every Sat (3:20pm-1 30am) with Prosound 


X-WRECKS LOUNGE 10143-50 St * Every Wed (7:30-11-30pm) 
with Sonia, Prosound 


“ 


YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (453-0295) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm-2am): with Off-Key Entertainment 


ZAKS OM SIST AVENUE 10525-51 Ave (432-5853/436-5047) « 
Karaoke Nights: Every Fri (10pm-Zam) 


Learn to Play Guitar 
* classical © jazz * rock/blues * folk/roots * pop 
© Rhythm/lead © applied theory © individualised 


instruction from my NE home (near Commonwealth 
Stadium). “Get Ready for some serious fun” Phone 
910-5126. 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 

Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 

intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 

tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F: 421- 

8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Ling: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Bays and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715. 


Smith Grasdal Studios 
“Tum Your Windows Into Billboards’ 
PH: 780 479 5623 
smithgrasdal@hotmail.com 


FEBRUARY 8 - FEBRUARY 14, 2007 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*PREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
jor cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in 
writing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run 
for four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel 
please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-288! 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space. 


Male performers between the age of 18 and 30 who 
can sing and dance are required for ELOPE's production 
of Hello, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at S88-0806. 


Actors Models, Singer & Dancer Hopefuls! Holding 
‘Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have the right 
stuff? Call (780}420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


Edmonton Musical Theatre auditions of 
"ENCORE-The Best of 30 Years!“ on Sat, Feb. 24, 
3:30-6:30pm at the EMT Studio, 10835-4124 St. Ph 

475-8053 for an appt. 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fastinnee 
designers and stylists for Cheap and Chic Contest: iar. 
22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional opportunities. 
E-mail planetze@shaw.ca or call 428-3499. Studio locat- 
ed at 10055-80 Ave; Wed-Sat 12am-Spm. 
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ARTIST TO ARTIST 
~ WOW-Wild on Words: We al! have something to 
weet cease org pecan gue oui 
ee All gentle feedback will be ee . 
Meet Mon evenings. Info e-mail: 
in2007@gmail.com 


gears Register for Video 
Ketone mind leam the basics of video production in 
this 3 month class. Info call 429-1671, www.fava.ca. 
needed for short horror movie. 
Call David 459-3745 
~the_darkness_within_movie@hotmail.com 


Artsy Mum, a collective of emerging artists with chil- 
dren, wants you! Share ee and childcare! 
artsymi il.com 


Cartoon Writers for Project. 
rrr ttle ara at 
TRAE SAT ART DEMOS for all ages. No experience 


nec. Watch artists while they work. Mini-topics are for 
the curious, beginners, teachers, and hobby artists. Feb. 
10: Marbling with Robin Muirhead; Mar. 2: Soft Pastels 
with David Shee Mar. 10: Silk Painting with Helen Le 

Roux. The Paint Spot, 12418-102 Ave, noon-3 pm. Ph 

447-4551, www.paintspot.ca. 
Film and Video Arts Register now for 
Video Kitchen and leam the basics of video produc- 
tion in this 3 month class. For info visit www.fava.ca 
or call 429-1671. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 


- no one pay enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
— Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 

- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
Ae of their names by Vue Weekly for 


- Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


CLASSIFIEDS™ 


for the 
15th 
contact nextfestarts@gmail.com for more info 


ESPA is seeking a part-time website administrator 
(PAID), 5 hrs/mo to perform basic web updates. con- 
tact@edmontonsmallpress.org for more info. 


MUSICIANS 


for skilled drummer, guitar, and bess 
for experimental artistic diet core project. Ryan @ 


Open Auditions: every Thursday peels 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


You are a talented bass player with a decent voice 
and big dreams. We are the band to make them hap- 
pen. Henri @(780)218-8520. 


Drummer and singer looking for guitarist or pianist to 
play blues and rock. Call Ken at 907- 


Male songwniter/multi-instumentalist, 50s seeks single 


fem. musician/vocalist 45-55 to build a swing/jump duo 
together & travel abroad. Ross 707-3979. 


Id singer/songwriter looking to 
rate with like minded people. 267-1157. 


om} scree nett 


Locale Lookir 
Exane an ee ote lela er WP Ree Cork 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. 


Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bends. 
St ee 


VOLUNTEER 
Mentors for Children/Youth: Act as a positive role 
model to children/youth in group care. Evenings or 
2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton locations. 
Lily @ 432-1137. 


weekends. 


Mission in the Mall, is back for its fourth exciting 
installment on Sum, Mar. 11. The Winnifred Stewart 
Association is currently registering teams of family, 
friends and co-workers, from the young to the young-at- 
heart. Call Nicole Jordan at 453-6707 or visit mission- 
inthemall.com. 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 
ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
Teal jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


AUDIORENGINEERING & BOUTON 
a Ae r¢ 


4. 


BROADCAST ay ¥ yi 


(Uae 
Wed 


FILM &s :DIGITAL WWW. PACIFICAV.COM ™ EI 


‘Classes start soon 
‘Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


PCTIA 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


oe we owl ee Pete Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


rarer Ste are 


peakers are wel- 


Support the Youth Emergency Shelter 
Call 468-7070 to donate today—and-help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at UofA. Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. 
Reimbursement will be provided. 


Volunteers needed to assist with homework for 
school immigrants. NE location. Mon & Thu 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-5pm. Great Experience! 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! 


FREE info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 oda 
(Calgary Trail Soutnbound Across 
1-888-270-2941 
globalitesol.com Orr: TES 


We Have A Great 
Job For You! 


LIEFF Promotions Canada, Canada’s 
leading product presentation company, 
is currently seeking energetic, 
enthusiastic individuals for live in-store 
promotions. Must be willing to travel 
within the Greater Edmonton Area. 


Theatrical and/or sales experience 
preferred, but no necessary. Vehicle a 
plus... $800-$1000 a week!!! 

Paid Training. 


Call 888-565-7777 


to set up an appointment. 


Job location is Edmonton and Area 
Compensation: $800-$1000 per week. 
Full & part time positions available. 


Print your-ad here... 


Phone 426-1996 from Sani-5pm Mon-Fri © Email office@vueweekly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon « Print legibly on lines at right » Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


fe ait experimental and 

‘porn. We talk about every- 

hing and share a healthy sex life (five- 
times a week). 

So, should | tell him | know he secretly 
jerks off after | leave for work, whether 
we have sex or not? Sometimes, he'll do 
it when I'm in the bath. I've known for 
quite awhile because of some “signs.” 
I'm definitely not mistaken. 

it's not so much that I'm upset about it, 
(I'd love to watch!) but that it decreases 
his volume and ability to achieve orgasm 
with me. He does every time, but not 
without seeming to struggle. On the 
weekends, it’s amazing because he has- 
n't released beforehand. Am | wrong to 


VOLUNTEER 


2) SEE 
Volunteor Drivers needed for the Seniors 
Volunteer Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 
732-1221. 


Have you ever lost a pet? The Pet Therapy Society 
fs looking for a Group Facilitator for our pet loss sup- 
port group. Deanna, 413-4682. 


Sccpmanefenn tens fom SOCIAL PHOBIA fo 


research study. Call 4073221. are provided. 


Want to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult to read and write. We are always foc Fam for 
tutors in your te Contact the Centre for 
Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at 


www.famlit.ca 
Brain Neurobiology Research at UofA 
seeks individuals who have recently delivered and are 
POSTPARTUM 


suffering for 
research me Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


Board of Directors. www.ecala.org for info. 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonto! ice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331. 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


want to talk to him about it? 
LOVE. HANDS OFF! 


DEAR HANDS 
Wrong, no, but before broaching such a 
discomfiting subject, it's always a good 
idea to ask yourself exactly where you're 
Going with this and whether your chosen 
route is really the best way to get there. 
“| know you masturbate as soon as | 
leave the room, ” for example? Not a 
good way to get there. And nobody really 
enjoys hearing that their spouse is track- 
ing them around the internet or riffling 
through the used Kleenex, even in the 
most loving, trusting and shame-free of 
relationships. It’s just a creepy feeling. 
So, what do you need? Your sex life is 


~ already about 200 times better than that of 


the average married couple, so don't tell 
me you want to do it more. When would 
you catch up on all that stuff in your TiVo? 
You did mention “volume,” but how much 
fluid comes out is a non-issue; decide not 


Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay 
the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 
for more information at 732-1221. 


Leisure Companions: Assist adults with intellectual 
disabilities to participate in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours, Various 
Edmonton locations, Lily @ 432-1137. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; www.afdr.ab.ca 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to hele seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304. 


eae aeviet to assist newcomers with 

ir in a conversation cif- 

Peet setting. anny library locations. Weekdays/Sat 
aft. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


If you enjoy Te in an office environment 
and speaking with seniors, this is a great opportu- 
nity to help us out pane day a week. Call 732- 
1221. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 


425-2715 


to care about it. 

He's doing it for himself in both senses 
of the phrase, and besides, there's a limit 
to how much we can reasonably expect a 
partner to change long-standing habits 
and preferences to suit us. At a certain 
point you just have to accept that you 
chose who you chose, and remember how 
great he is even if he doesn’t do every- 
thing exactly the way you'd like. 

The best gambit | can see here, actually, 
isn’t even aimed at getting him to stop but 
does address your grievance about having 
to wait for the weekend to see Old Faithful 
go off. You say you'd really love to watch 
him-sometime? Don't tell me. Tell him. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

My boyfriend is a flirt. | have had a per- 
sonal issue with it for some time now— 
well, pretty much for the whole course of 
our relationship. We have a good rela- 
tionship, but it bothers me. 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
Website is currently looking for young attractive 


girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 36C-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber: Se eae just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330. 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1330. 


20 yr old Asian; great body; laves to 
pamper, no rush service; a delicate oriental gem; 
call for availability; 965-4968. 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profi les 


1 866-742-22 18 


Romantic 
ho 


CLASSIFIEDS 


like 1t’s‘hot 


| was on his computer a while ago and 
there was his inbox staring me in the 
face, so ... | found this one email from a 
girl that was slightly juicy, but his 
response said he has a girlfriend and was 
sorry if she thought otherwise, etcetera. 

So now I'm addicted. | have been 
reading a lot but have found nothing. 

| want to stop this nasty habit. | feel 
untrustworthy and sneaky. | don’t even 
know what I’m looking for and if | find 
what | don’t want to find, then what? 

You can be as harsh as you want. | 
deserve it. 
LOVE, SHOOPY 


DEAR SNOOP DOGG 
Way to take the fun out of harshing on 
you, dudette. 

Look, you know this is wrong and stu- 
pid, and it’s not like | can tell you the 
name of the magic no-sneak pills or any- 
thing. Just stop. You're not addicted; 
you're just weak. Whenever you feel like 


sneaking into his inbox, remind yourself 
that there are two nearly foolproof ways 
to wreck your currently happy home-life 
in record time: 1) Betray his trust=9 
Demonstrate that you consider him 
unworthy of yours. Done! 

It would be tricky to explain wanting to 
start passwording your computers at 
home if you haven't been doing it, and 
hard not to sound like someone who's 
been cheating and maybe picked up 
something she doesn’t want to bring 
home: “Hey honey, you know what would 
be fun all of a sudden? Using condoms!” 

You could buy him a nifty new lapt 
with fingerprint recognition or somethin, 
but that’s a pretty expensive fix. Nope, 
you're just going to have to quit cold- 
turkey. If you must, put a rubber band 
afound your wrist and snap it when you 
have the urge to snoop. And not one of 
those wimpy-ass Livestrong things, either. 
They don’t hurt enough. 

LOVE ANDREA 


Hot Male Chat. 


eVine: 


TEKSONAELS 1 


FREE Trial Code: 235 | ~~“ 


NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


» / 
Safe « Discreet Anonymous 27+ 
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_ Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 

Edmonton, AB 

T6G 2)8 


lian Gelrary 9@ 2, Satay Fobra 100 9 


td 
(ELJ-EBCH) 
Epiphone Les Paul Junior 
Ebony finish. One pickup 
Reg: $130 


Blowout Price: $99 

Armstrong 4001 Clarinet 
Comfortable keys, tapered 
bore and undercut tone 
holes. With sturdy hardshell 
case with strap. 
Reg: $535 

Sennheiser Evolution E-Pack 

includes E845 mic, boom stand and 21 

XLR/F-XLR/M cable. 

Reg: $139 Blowout Price: $99 SS a 


sere THRILL 0 0 0 ees 
waiaiae aaa, 


Blowout Price: $399 


a 


i 


49-Key USB Powered MIDI Controller \- (11-7400-725/11-7402-725) 
Ideal for both computer-based and standalone “* Fender American Strat 
MIDI controlled applications. i USA-made. Maple or 


Reg:$225 Blowout Price: $125 Rosewood neck. 
Chrome Red finish. 


EE: . Limited quantity. 
| Select Guitar String Packs Reg:$1150 


P mer Same Bir : “ 

= ae t $0 om of a Electrics:$4 Blowout Price: $2.95 Blowout Price: $895 
= PUP og » Wed Done Acoustics:$4.50 Blowout Price: $3.50 

4-String Bass:$16.95 Blowout Price: $ 12.95 


me 


] 


7 


Audio-Technica Microphone/Headphone Pack J Select Drumsticks 
AT2020 cardioid condenser mic and ATH-M20 : Blowout Price: 
closed-back dynamic stereo monitor 10 pairs for $15 
headphones. Limited quantity. 

Reg:$189 Blowout Price: $99 


yey, 


vy 


= oi 
Epiphone Limited | | 
Edition SG Special iS SAT. FEBRUARY 24, 2007 | - 1 | 7 | | 
Vintage Sunburst [S/S Sais, 
with gold hardware. : wis cS Ji X 


Bolt-on Maple neck * Applies to any new rentals taken 


e220 on eee ee AC on everything in the store 


oe 7 month maximum term. 
~ chen madeae 6 MONTHS 0.A.C. WITH PRE-AUTHORIZED PAYMENTS 


"10204 - 107th Avenue, EDMONTON, (780) 423-4448, edmonton@long-mcquade.com 


www.etitong-mececgqguade 
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